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Next County Committee 
Meeting:  TBD 

2016 County Committee Elections 
County Committees provide a grassroots approach to how FSA conducts business. Committees 
are elected by peers in the agricultural community. Successful candidates are charged with 
representing producers’ interests from their Local Administrative Area (LAA). County Committees 
are an integral part to keeping decisions affecting FSA programs as local as possible.  

Park County has one position up for election this year (LAA 1-3), which is the Meeteetse area. 
The position is currently represented by Michael Hogg.  Michael is the only nominee running in the 
current election.   

Election Dates to Remember  

November 7, 2016 – Ballots mailed to voters in LAAs holding elections 

December 5, 2016 – Final date for ballots to be received by the County Office (or postmarked). 

 

 
Livestock Forage Program- LFP  
The Livestock Forage Program provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that suffered grazing losses due to a 
qualifying drought or fire. The losses must have occurred during the normal grazing period on land that is native, or improved 
pastureland with permanent vegetative cover, or land planted to a crop specifically for grazing.  Livestock producers who suffer 



grazing losses occurring in 2016 due to drought or wildfire have until January 30, 2017, to report their losses and enroll in the 
program.  

Written leases for leased land or a CCC-855 Lease Agreement Certification must be submitted on any non-federal leased land. 
Producers with BLM, State, or Forest Service leases must submit a copy of their signed written leases.  

Eligible Producers must:       

• Own, cash or share lease, or be a contract grower of covered livestock during the 60 calendar days before the beginning 
date of a qualifying drought or fire; 

• Provide pastureland or grazing land for covered livestock, including cash-rented pastureland or grazing land that is either: 

1) Physically located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county; or 

2) Rangeland managed by a federal agency for which the otherwise eligible livestock producer is prohibited by the federal agency 
from grazing the normally permitted livestock because of a qualifying fire. 

• Certify that they have suffered a grazing loss because of a qualifying drought or fire; and 
• Timely file an acreage report for all grazing land for which a loss of grazing is being claimed.   

The application consists of livestock numbers and acres. Livestock are listed by kind, type and numbers eligible as of April 1. 
Additionally, the number of pasture acres and intended grazed crop acres used by the livestock must be reported on form FSA-578 
Report of Acreage.  

• Eligible livestock includes alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poultry, 
reindeer, sheep or swine that have been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land or pastureland. Producers 
who have suffered a grazing loss this year should contact the Park County FSA Office to schedule an appointment to 
enroll in the program before the deadline. For more information about LFP, contact the Park County FSA Office at 307-
754-9411 extension 2.  

 
Upcoming Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Park County FSA office to file 
an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. The following acreage reporting date is applicable for Park County:  

          November 15, 2016               All fall planted crops (i.e. Wheat), all grasses, and alfalfa 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then 
the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP 
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Park County FSA office at 307-754-9411 ext. 2. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and 
Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm operating loans to 
assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.  
 
USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice 



because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, 
targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and 
Pacific Islanders.  
 
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply for either FSA direct 
loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who 
arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting 
criteria.  
 
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm operating loans. In 
addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus 
of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are 
available for both ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  
 
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for direct or guaranteed 
loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially 
or substantially participate in the operation.  
 
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer guidelines, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
2017 Non-Insurable Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Application 
for Coverage Deadline 
Park County FSA Office is accepting applications for 2017 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and will continue 
through close of business April 1, 2017.  NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, 
loss of crop or prevented planting occur due to a natural disaster. Consider NAP as an option to provide assistance in the event that 
the drought continues through 2017.  There are no provisions for late filed applications.  The NAP is available to producers who are 
landowners, tenants, or sharecroppers, who share in the risk of producing an eligible crop and are entitled to an ownership share of 
that crop.  Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk protection 
level of crop insurance is not available and be any of the following: 

• Crops grown for food 
• Crops planted and grown for livestock consumption, including, but not limited to small grain forage and grass forage, 

including native grasses as well as grazed acres of rangeland 

For further information on whether a crop is eligible for NAP coverage, producers must contact the FSA county office where their 
farm records are maintained.  NAP covers the amount of loss greater than 50 percent of the expected production based on the 
approved yield and reported acreage.  Two independent assessments are obtained to determine the percent of loss on rangeland 
and improved grazed acres in the county during a designated drought.  Losses on forage acres are determined by actual harvested 
production vs. expected production or appraised by a certified Crop Adjuster.  Please do not hesitate to contact the County Office, 
for information on this program or other available programs at 307-754-9411.  

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Darla Rhodes at 307-
754-9411 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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