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Farm Service Agency County Committee 
Nomination Period in Carbon/Albany 
County to Launch June 15 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages America’s farmers 
and ranchers to nominate candidates to lead, serve and represent their 
community on their local county committee. According to USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) Carbon/Albany County Executive Director Sheryl 
Hunter, FSA will accept nominations for county committee members 
beginning Friday, June 15, 2018. 
 
Producers across the country are already serving on committees where they 
play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of FSA, making important 
decisions on programs dealing with disaster and conservation, emergencies, 
commodity loan price support, county office employment and other 
agricultural issues. 
 
“County committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice 
on federal farm program implementation at the local level,” said Hunter. “It is 
also important that committees are comprised of members who fairly 
represent the diverse demographics of production agriculture for their 
community. I encourage all producers, including women, minority and 
beginning farmers and ranchers, to participate in the nomination and election 
process.” 
 
Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated farmers and ranchers serve on FSA 
county committees, which consist of three to 11 members and meet once a 
month, or as needed. Members serve three-year terms. 
 
Producers can nominate themselves or others. Organizations, including 
those representing beginning, women and minority producers, may also 
nominate candidates to better serve their communities. To be eligible to 
serve on an FSA county committee, producers must participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program and reside in the area where the election is being held. 
 
This year, nominations and elections for Carbon County will be held in local 



administrative area 2, which includes all land in the Saratoga Encampment 
Rawlins Conservation District.  Local administrative area 3, which includes all 
land in the Little Snake River Conservation District, is holding a special 
election to complete the remaining 2 years of that term. 
 
This year, nominations and elections for Albany County will be held in local 
administrative area 5, which includes all land south of Township 20. 
 
To be considered, a producer must sign an FSA-669A nomination form. The 
form and other information about FSA county committee elections are 
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections, or from the Carbon/Albany County 
FSA office. All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2018. Visit farmers.gov for more 
information. 
 
Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 5, 2018. Read 
more to learn about important election dates. 

 

 
USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers 
Recovering from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters 
Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey 
Bees, and Farm-raised Fish 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program applications on 
June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised fish and other losses due 
to natural disasters.  
 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance programs 
in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.   
 
Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed under the 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on their 
applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they have additional losses or 
their application was disapproved because it was filed late. 
 
In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to these two 
disaster programs, including: 

• Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017 
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved. 

• Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000 for LIP for 
2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning producers with an 
adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.) 

• Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for a 
reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss for 
livestock death above normal mortality. 

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply, producers will 
need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about their operation. 
 
Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP are two of 
many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at 
https://www.usda.gov/disaster.  
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FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase 
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.  
 
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down 
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000.  
 
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan 
amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 
 
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used 
to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan 
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least 
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show 
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a 
laborer.  
 
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To 
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Sheryl Hunter at 307-326-5657 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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