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CED MESSAGE  
NAP Program: Revised policy purchase date 

The deadline to purchase a 2019 NAP coverage policy for pasture grass and 
perennial hay crops is being changed. It is not official yet but this date will 
likely be November 15, 2018. December 1, 2018 will remain the deadline to 
purchase 2019 NAP for honey and April 1, 2019 will remain the deadline to 
purchase 2019 NAP for annual crops.  

As of April 30th, I will no longer be the County Executive Director for Crook 
County FSA. I have accepted a District Director position with the Wyoming 
State FSA. While I will still be stationed in the Sundance FSA office I will not 
be involved in the day to day operations of the office. My time will be spent 
traveling to various county offices in the state and aiding them, including 
Sundance, in a supervisory/advisory role. 

I have enjoyed my time here, 23 years, as the CED. Over these years I have 
come to count all of you as my friends and some of you as close friends. I 
will miss the day to day interactions with you.  My staff, Susan and Pam, are 
reliable, capable and concerned about implementing FSA’s programs, and 
will carry on my mission focus of providing a quality service to Crook County 
farmers and ranchers.  

This is not “good-bye” but “until next time”. Take care and may this year be a 
bountiful year for Crook County.  

Mike   

A new CED will be hired at some point in the future. In the interim there is a 
new face in the office, Sarah Rytting, will be here to assist the office staff in 
administering FSA programs.  

Hi! My name is Sarah Rytting, and I am the County Operations Trainee 
(COT) for Wyoming FSA.  I have been working throughout the state, learning 



the role of CED.  I grew up in Southeastern Wyoming and attended the 
University of Wyoming, before working for USDA in both Wyoming and 
Colorado. Over the past year, I have been working throughout the state, 
learning the role of CED.  I will be serving the Crook County office as Acting 
CED as Mike begins his new adventure as District Director.  I am excited to 
have the opportunity to work with the Crook County farmers and 
ranchers.  Please, stop by the office if you have a chance to, as I look 
forward to meeting and working with many of you in the coming weeks! 

 

 
2018 CROP ACREAGE REPORTS AND ASSOCIATED 
INFORMATION 
July 15, 2018 is the deadline to report all spring planted annual crops. Appointments have been established 
and this office will send out appointment cards two weeks in advance of your scheduled appointment. If you 
cannot keep your scheduled appointment, please don’t just not show up but instead call us and let us know 
you’re not coming and reschedule. We are providing these appointments as a courtesy to you so that when 
you visit our office to complete this task you are not having to stand in line waiting to file a crop acreage 
report. For this reason, we ask you to be courteous in return and let us know if you can’t make your 
appointment.  

If you will be planting annual crops this spring and don’t receive an appointment card from us by the third 
week of June you should contact our office and schedule an appointment to complete your crop acreage 
report.  

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must file crop acreage reports. Failure to file 
an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program 
benefits. Acreage reports filed after the crops acreage reporting date are considered late-filed and can be 
accepted provided a late-filed fee is paid. FSA will not accept crop acreage reports that are more than a year 
after the crops acreage reporting deadline. 

The following situations are exceptions to the crop acreage reporting deadlines of July 15th and November 
15th: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable crop acreage reporting deadline (July 15, Nov. 
15), then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting deadline, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only”, “green manure”, “left 
standing”, or “seed” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Prevented Planted Acreages: Producers should report crop acreages they intended to plant, but due to 
natural disaster, were prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date.  

Failed Acreage: is acreage that was timely planted with the intent to harvest, but because of disaster related 
conditions, the crop failed before it could be brought to harvest. Failed acreage must be reported on CCC-
576 as well. 

Final Planting Dates: The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program 
benefits. May 31st is the final planting date for Barley, Oats, spring Triticale, spring Wheat. July 1st is the 
final planting date for Millet.   

Breaking New Ground: Producers are reminded to consult with FSA before breaking out new ground for 
production purposes as doing so without prior authorizations may put a producers farm program benefits in 
jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions. Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply specific farming 
practices according to a conservation plan developed between them and NRCS.  



Producer should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type 
projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria and to ensure such work does not risk their 
program benefits eligibility.  

Landowners and operators complete the Form AD-1026 – Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether 
a referral to NRCS for further review is necessary.  

 
FSA DISASTER PROGRAMS 
Disaster Conditions: Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations: Farmers and ranchers know 
all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable to their operation. FSA has 
disaster emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those 
programs a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. When a natural disaster occurs, there is a 
process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play 
a vital role in this process.  

If you have, or the next time you do, experience a production loss because of a natural disaster you may 
submit a request to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster 
designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss 
Assessment Report. (This action is something that the local FSA county committee undertakes on their own 
with or without request from county producers but, input from producers is vital because it shows the extent 
of damage and severity of the disaster event.)  

Document the Drought: The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, produces the U.S. Drought Monitor. The monitor is 
an official record of drought conditions in a county. An option available in the monitor includes a reporting 
feature that allows producers to report local drought impacts and conditions.  

The report allows producers to: 

• Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 
• Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought; 
• Report on the duration of drought event; 
• Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a 

state; 
• Submit images that document the drought and its impact; 
• Provide contact information (includes option to keep information confidential) 

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of a drought can be accessed at the following link: 
http://droughtreported.unl.edu/submitreport/  

  

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP): Provides financial assistance to producers of 
non-insurable crops (crops not eligible for federal crop insurance through an independent crop insurance 
sales agent) when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters (incudes 
perennial forage (hay) crops, annually planted forage crops, native pasture grasses, honey) Eligible 
producers must have purchased NAP coverage (by April 1, 2018) for 2018 crops. Notices of Loss must be 
filed timely (the earlier of 15 days of 1/ the disaster occurrence or when the loss becomes apparent; or 2/ 
date of final harvest). Any forage crops not taken to harvest must be appraised before put to another use 
such as grazing. 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP): Provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who 
suffered grazing losses for eligible livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land. Eligibility 
for LFP depends of the drought severity as determined by the Drought Monitor. If the county becomes 
eligible, the FSA office will announce that LFP is now open for sign-up. Producers must file an FSA program 
application by January 30th of the year following the year in which the grazing loss occurred.  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): Provides benefits to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess 
of normal mortality caused by eligible adverse weather conditions (floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat 
or extreme cold, winter storms) The eligible adverse weather condition must be an abnormal occurrence – 

http://droughtreported.unl.edu/submitreport/


one that does not normally occur during the period claimed or is of such magnitude that it is beyond normal 
weather conditions. Drought is not an eligible adverse weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a 
condition that occurs because of drought and directly results in the death of eligible livestock. Producers must 
file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the adverse weather event associated death is first 
apparent. Producer records (records kept at the time of the disaster event) must be detailed in describing the 
disaster event and dates of occurrence, livestock losses due to event and losses due to normal mortality. 
These records, among others, are required to be submitted to complete an LIP application.   

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP): Provides 
emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, 
which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under LFP, loss of purchased feed and /or 
mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water 
(when hauling water is not a normal occurrence) because of an eligible drought and additional cost 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including Colony 
Collapse Disorder (CCD), and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased 
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent. 

Emergency Loan Program: Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from 
production and physical losses. 

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP): Provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to 
rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water conservation 
measures in periods of severe drought. Program announcement comes after the county committee submits a 
county application, and the application is approved. The program provides cost share for implementation of 
various projects to restore agricultural land to its production potential. Eligible disasters can be drought, flood, 
tornadoes, and wild fires. 

HayNet: is an internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers to share “Need 
Hay” ads and “Have Hay” ads online. Farmers can also use another feature to post advertisements for 
grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to 
graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  

 
FARM LOAN INFORMATION 
Guaranteed Conservation Loans 

These loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. These funds may be used for any 
conservation activities included in a conservation plan or forest Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the 
conservation plan is required to complete the application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. 
In some cases, applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating 
commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically 
underserved producers. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Sarah Rytting at 307 283-2870 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet


SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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