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Crook County FSA Office 
PO Box 1070 
117 South 21st Street 
Sundance, WY 82729 

Phone: 307-283-2870 
Fax: 855-415-3442 

County Executive Director: 
Sarah Rytting, Acting 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Wepner, 307-682-8843 

Program Technicians: 
Susan Johnson 
Pam Schurman 
 
County Committee: 
Ivan Cranston 
Jeanne Habeck 
Alan Ista 
Chase Williams 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  
TBD 

County Office Notes 
Hi everyone!  

I have enjoyed getting to meet many of you as you come in for your spring 
acreage reporting activities.   

If you did not receive your postcard or have missed your assigned 
appointment time for the acreage reporting process, please give the office a 
call to schedule your visit.  Some of you have chosen to plant additional 
acreage since your visit, remember to get these acres reported, also. The 
deadline for Spring acreage reporting is July 16, 2018.  Completing your 
acreage reports timely is an important step to remain eligible for many FSA 
programs.  Before your appointment, be prepared to provide us with fields 
planted, planting dates, and any changes to land (new or renewed 
leases, land purchases or sales).  

With the changes in our office, it is an excellent time to remind you to notify 
us of any changes to your operation. Have you formed a trust? Have you 
formed a new entity, such as an LLC?  Has your existing entity changed 
members? Has your address, phone number, or email address changed?  If 
you answered yes to any of these questions, or have other changes to your 
operation please let us know as soon as possible. Having incorrect 
information on file can impact program participation.   

NAP Producers: Please remember to report any losses to the office within 15 
days of the loss being apparent.  Also, if you have acreage you are not going 
to harvest, or harvest in a manner other than your reported intended use 
(such as grazing acreage intended for hay), please contact the office to 
arrange for an appraisal prior to harvesting the acreage.  

 

 

 



 
 
 

Nominations Open Soon for the 2018 County Committee 
Elections  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, 
and FSA program participants to take part in the Crook County Committee election nomination process.  

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots 
input and local administration of federal farm programs.   

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable 
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery 
process.   

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each 
member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each 
year. County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of 
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority 
farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups 
including Native American and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have 
disabilities are also considered underserved.   

In Crook County, LAA 3 is open for election this year.  This LAA encompasses the southern portion of the 
county and is currently represented by Ivan Cranston.  The nomination process will open June 15, 2018.   

All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center 
by August 1, 2018.  For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the 
FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

  

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and Beginning Farmers 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm 
operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. 
For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply 
for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed 
loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 
95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make 
agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm 
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans 
through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning 
farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operating 
finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans


To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for 
direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for 
less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Sarah Rytting at 307-283-2870 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
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