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USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program Enrollment 
One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts 
through Continuous Signup  

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water 
quality and wildlife habitat on private lands, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the voluntary 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and 
private landowners can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.  

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup 
(excluding applications for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause allowed USDA to review available 
acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by the 2014 
Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps 
ensure that landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the 
program and avoid unintended competition with new and beginning farmers 
seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7 million acres.   

2018 Signup for CRP 

For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous 
enrollment. They include grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, 
wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices.  

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, 
reflecting current values. It will not offer incentive payments as part of the 
new signup.   

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1f95439
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index


USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year 
extension will be offered to existing CRP participants with expiring CRP 
contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive 
a letter with more information.  

CRP Grasslands 

Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To 
guarantee all CRP grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who 
previously applied will be asked to reapply using the new ranking criteria. 
Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the 
options.  

About CRP 

In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), provides participants with annual 
rental payments and cost-share assistance. Landowners enter into contracts 
that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who remove 
sensitive lands from production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees 
that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.  

The new changes to CRP do not impact the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program, a related program offered by CCC and state 
partners.  

Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP 
grasslands should contact their USDA service center. To locate your local 
FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be 
found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.  

Dates to Remember:   

July 4 – Independence Day Holiday – Office Closed 

July 16 – Final day to report spring seeded crops  

 

 
Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or 
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 
Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the Transition Incentives 
Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after 
the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family member.   

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and ranchers and 
retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration date of the CRP contract 
or Aug. 15. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2018, the land may be offered 
for enrollment in TIP beginning Oct. 1, 2017, through Aug. 15, 2018. The Aug. 15 deadline allows the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to complete the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production 
conservation plans. The TIP application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the 
affected lands.  

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming methods. 

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-grasslands-signup-ranking-factors/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-grasslands-signup-overview/index
https://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation


 
USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand 
Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and Beginning Farmers 
USDA is partnering with the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural credit training sessions in 
the Midwest for military veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. States under consideration to host the 
workshops include Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, and Nebraska.  

These workshops will provide individuals interested in farming as a career, including military veterans, with 
methods to improve business planning and financial skills, and improve understanding of the risk 
management tools that can help small farm operations.  

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community network of more than 700 independent family farmers and 
ranchers, and the Farm Credit Council and the Farm Credit System, which provides loans, leases and 
financial services to farmers, ranchers and rural businesses across the United States. The workshops will 
also include assistance with credit applications and introductions to local or regional food markets.  

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans 
or your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about FSA's farm loan programs. To find your 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. More information also is available from the Farmer Veteran 
Coalition at www.farmvetco.org. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Tommy Stephens at 307-334-3454 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.usda.gov/veterans
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.farmvetco.org/
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