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CED Message 
For the time being, the Niobrara County FSA Office is a single person office. 
During this time of limited staffing, it will be very important to call ahead and 
make an appointment before making a trip to town, as there may be times 
when no one will be in the office. If you call the office and don’t get anyone, 
please leave a voicemail so that your call can be returned as soon as 
possible. It is incredibly important to me to maintain a high level of service to 
the producers of Niobrara County during this time that we are short-staffed. I 
appreciate your understanding.  

 -Kimberly Nusbaum, Acting CED 

  

As we head into the fall, please note the following important dates and 
deadlines: 

October 8th – Columbus Day Holiday – Office Closed 

November 12th – Veteran’s Day Holiday – Office Closed 

November 15th – Acreage Reporting Deadline for All Fall Seeded and 
Perennial Crops 

November 22nd – Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed 

December 3rd – Deadline to Purchase NAP Coverage on Fall Seeded and 
Perennial Crops (Including Pasture) 

 

 



 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the 
Niobrara County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

 The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Niobrara County: 

 November 15, 2018               All fall seeded and perennial crops, including pasture 

 The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office.  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left 
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Niobrara County FSA 
office at (307) 334-3454, Ext. 2. 

 
Niobrara County Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the crop deadline of December 3, 2018.  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive 
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance 
program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial 
crops. 

The following crops in Niobrara County have a NAP application deadline of December 3, 2018:  

-Fall seeded and perennial crops (including pasture) 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists 
are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact the Niobrara County FSA office at (307) 
334-3454, Ext. 2 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
 

https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap


 
 

 
USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due to 
unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations.  Producers of certain commodities can now sign up for the 
Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, 
soybean, and wheat producers. An announcement about further payments will be made in the coming 
months, if warranted.  USDA is currently working to determine how to address market disruptions for 
producers of almonds and sweet cherries.  

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions 
provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp.  MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, 
and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the 
loss of traditional exports.  Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be 
issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a 
specific commodity.  A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the USDA.  

Market Facilitation Program 

Commodity                Est. Initial Payment**            Initial Payment Rate (in $1,000s) 

Cotton                         $0.06/lb.                                  $276,900 
Corn                            $0.01/bu.                                 $96,000 
Dairy (milk)                 $0.12/cwt.                                $127,400 
Pork (hogs)                 $8.00/head                              $290,300 
Soybeans                    $1.65/bu.                                 $3,629,700 
Sorghum                     $0.86/bu.                                 $156,800 
Wheat                         $0.14/bu.                                 $119,200 
Total                                                                           $4,696,300 

 **Initial payment rate on 50% of production  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat capped 
per person or legal entity.  MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy and hog 
producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 
of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and 
Wetland Conservation regulations. 

For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA offices, interested producers can visit 
www.farmers.gov 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing 
avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or 
underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling 
over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTA0Ljk0NDE3NjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwNC45NDQxNzY0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDA0MDA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/08/27/usda-announces-details-assistance-farmers-impacted-unjustified
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTA0Ljk0NDE3NjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwNC45NDQxNzY0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDA0MDA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&http://www.farmers.gov/mfp
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTA0Ljk0NDE3NjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkwNC45NDQxNzY0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDA0MDA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.farmers.gov/


operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy 
percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, 
expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant 
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local 
FSA office.  

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Kimberly Nusbaum at 307-334-3454 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
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