
 

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 
      
 
 
          

               
      

 
 
 
 
 

Sheridan~Johnson County 
FSA Office 

1949 Sugarland Drive, Ste 126 
Sheridan, WY 82801 

(307) 672-5820 Ext. 2 
(307) 683-4202 
Fax: 866-574-1670 

Toll Free Number:  
1-866-262-4396 
 

Johnson County Office Day: 
First Wednesday of each 
month. 

Buffalo USDA Service Center 
621 Fetterman Street 
Buffalo, WY 82834 
(307) 684-2526 Ext. 126 

FSA Office Personnel: 
Linda Benzel, CED  
Staci L. Green-Steiner, PT 
 

County Committee Members: 
Steve Schuette, Chairman 
Susan Moyes; Vice chairman 
John Buyok, Regular Member 
Raymon Turk, Regular Member 
Thad Stoltz, Regular Member 

Farm Loan Manager:  
Rob Weppner 
307-682-8843 
Rob.Weppner@wy.usda.gov 
 
Dates to Remember: 
February 19, 2018 – Presidents 
Day – Office Closed 
 
April 2, 2018 – 2018 NAP 
DEADLINE 

Next COC Meeting:  
TBA 

             

       WYOMING FSA 

             
 

FSA Texting Option 
Receive text message alerts from FSA while on-the-go, in the field, on the tractor or even on 
horseback. Subscribe to receive text message alerts on your cell phone and stay updated on:  
Deadline reminders; Program notifications; Reporting requirements; and Local outreach events. 
 
TO SUBSCRIBE:  Text your county's keyword (listed below) to FSANOW (372-669). For example, 
to subscribe to FSA texts from Sheridan County you will text WYSheridan to FSA-NOW (372-669). 
County/Keyword       Johnson County: WYJohnson Sheridan County: WYSheridan 
 
Standard text messaging rates apply. Expect to receive no more than two text messages from 
FSA each month, on average. Participants may unsubscribe at any time. Contact the office at 
(307) 683-4202 with any questions. 

 

 

February 2018 

County Committee Election 
Congratulations to the re-elected committee members!  Raymon Turk, LAA 5 
(Southern Johnson County) and John Buyok, LAA 1 (Western Sheridan County) 
were re-elected this past fall, and take office for 3 years starting January 1, 2018. 
FSA thanks these individuals for their service on the county committee and 
representing farmers and ranchers within their local area. 

Greetings Sheridan and Johnson County Producers 

Well January 2018 is already in the books.  We are busy getting files ready for all that this 
year has to hold. 

As calving and lambing season approaches, a friendly reminder to keep records of your 
normal death losses in addition to any losses sustained due to adverse weather.  If you 
suffer losses due to an adverse weather event, please contact our office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is apparent to file a notice of loss 

As always, please contact our office if you have any questions.  

Best Regards,  

Linda Benzel, CED  

        



 
 
 
 

                                                        
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
   

 
 

 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops 
to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevents crop planting.  
 
An eligible producer is a landowner, tenant or sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing an eligible crop and is 
entitled to an ownership share of that crop.  
 
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available and be 
any of the following:  
 Crops grown for food; crops planted and grown for livestock consumption, such as grain and forage crops, 
including native forage; crops grown for fiber, such as cotton and flax (except trees); crops grown in a controlled 
environment, such as mushrooms and floriculture; specialty crops, such as honey and maple sap; sweet sorghum and 
biomass sorghum; Industrial crops, including crops used in manufacturing or grown as a feedstock for renewable biofuel, 
renewable electricity or bio-based products; value loss crops, such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, ginseng, ornamental 
nursery and turf-grass sod; and seed crops where the propagation stock is produced for sale as seed stock for other 
eligible NAP crop production.  

 DEADLINE for coverage*:  MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2018 
*Except Honey, which was January 2, 2018 

 

Producers should contact a crop insurance agent for questions regarding insurability of a crop in their county. For further 
information on whether a crop is eligible for NAP coverage, producers should contact the FSA county office where their 
farm records are maintained.  
Eligible causes of loss include the following natural disasters:  
 Damaging weather, such as drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes; adverse 
natural occurrences, such as earthquake or flood; and conditions related to damaging weather or adverse natural 
occurrences, such as excessive heat, plant disease, volcanic smog (VOG) or insect infestation.  
 
The natural disaster must occur during the coverage period, before or during harvest, and must directly affect the eligible 
crop.  
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 
To be eligible for NAP assistance the producer must complete a timely crop report for the type of crop they are wanting 
coverage for. Producers should contact the FSA office where their farm records are maintained for questions regarding 
local acreage reporting and final planting dates. 
For more information about NAP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local FSA office. To find your local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an 
incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and 
NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and 
update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH LOANS 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes operating loans of up to $5,000 to eligible 
individual youths ages 10 to 20 to finance income-producing, agriculture-related projects. The project must be of modest 
size, educational and initiated, developed and carried out by youths participating in 4-H clubs, Future Farmers of America, 
tribal youth organizations or similar agricultural-affiliated groups.  
The project must be an organized and supervised program of work. It must be planned and operated with the assistance of 
the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and 
educational experience in agriculture-related skills.  
 
These loans can finance many kinds of income-producing agricultural projects. The loan funds may be used to:  
 Buy livestock, seed, equipment and supplies;  
 Buy, rent or repair needed tools and equipment; and  
 Pay operating expenses for the project.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION  
To apply or for additional information on youth loans, contact your local FSA office at http://offices.usda.gov. A list of 
offices, and more information about youth and other loan programs, are available through the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 
 

PoeTRY 
FSA 2nd Annual 

Importance of Agriculture Poetry Contest 
 

Last year we held a poetry contest for the Sheridan & Johnson county high school students to help celebrate Spring 2017.  
Each FSA office was given the opportunity to get involved in their community and promote USDA’s First Day of Spring 
celebration.  Three of the 6 schools sent in poems; and they were great.  We learned a lot over the past year, and there 
are a couple of items that will be needed along with a poem.  An FSA-463 release form to be able to publish the student’s 
poem and their picture in the newsletter or on FSA’s Facebook page.  Soooo….. when your kiddos bring home this form, 
please sign it so we can show the rest of the State how AWESOME our youth are! 
 

It’s easy and all high school students are encouraged to submit a poem.  The rules are simple: 
 

• Write an original poem using the theme “Agriculture” 
• Be a high school student for school year 2017-2018 
• Submit your poem by Friday, February 23, 2018 
• Include your First & Last Name, Grade, High School attending 
• Complete and attach an FSA-463 with your entry 

Prizes will be awarded 
Submit your poem to: 
           Staci.Steiner@wy.usda.gov by Friday, February 23, 2018 at 5pm 
 

Poems may be published in FSA’s Newsletter for Sheridan & Johnson counties.  FSA-463 Releases must be included with your entry. 
 

mailto:Staci.Steiner@wy.usda.gov


USDA Farm Service Agency 
Sheridan ~ Johnson Counties Office 
1949 Sugarland Drive, Suite 126 
Sheridan, WY  82801-5720 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal 
Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Important FSA Dates and Deadlines  

♦ February 19, 2018:  President’s Day, Office will be Closed 
♦ February 23, 2018:  Poetry Deadline, 5pm 
♦ March 20, 2018:  Spring Equinox – CELEBRATE Spring with USDA! 
♦ March 27, 2018:  National AG Day 2018 
♦ April 2, 2018:  NAP Deadline for the 2018 Grazing period 

The Sheridan FSA Office is open Monday through Friday from 8am to 4:30pm, closed from noon to 1pm 
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