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From the desk of Linda Benzel, CED 
Summer is upon us and haying is in full swing.  Hope all your planting went 
smoothly. 

If you have called the office, you might have heard a fresh new voice.  We 
would like to welcome our new temporary employee, Justine Scheeler. 

We are mailing out a paper Newsletter, and hope you all find it informative 
and useful.  Please note the “contest” we are having in this newsletter.  If you 
don’t receive one of these newsletters and you would like to, please call the 
office and confirm your mailing address. 

 *  If you planted spring crops, please contact our office to file a crop report; 
deadline July 15, 2018. 

 *   New 2019 NAP sign-up deadlines!  

• December 1, 2018  -   Fall Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and 
Grazing (including Native grazing) and Honey  

• April 1, 2019 -   All other crops  

*   We need VOLUNTEERS!    Please consider volunteering for CoCoRahs 
data collection of rainfall, hail and snow.  This information is used to 
determine disasters from drought, severe snow storms and 
hail.   Signup:  https://www.cocorahs.org .  If you need help signing up, 
please give us a call!  

mailto:rob.weppner@wy.usda.gov
https://www.cocorahs.org/


Next County Committee 
Meeting:   TBA 

*   We need NOMINATIONS for this year’s elections.  County Committees 
are the Direct Link between agricultural communities and USDA.  Please 
consider joining our team and assisting the producers in our two 
counties.   Maps for the two designated areas are provided at the Sheridan 
and Buffalo offices.  Deadline is August 1st, 2018. 

  

 

 
USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers 
Recovering from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters 
Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey 
Bees, and Farm-raised Fish  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program applications on 
June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised fish and other losses due 
to natural disasters.   

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance programs 
in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.    

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed under the 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on their 
applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they have additional losses or 
their application was disapproved because it was filed late.  

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to these two 
disaster programs, including:  

• Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017 
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved. 

• Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000 for LIP for 
2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning producers with an 
adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.) 

• Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for a 
reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss for 
livestock death above normal mortality.  

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply, producers will 
need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about their operation.  

Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP are two of 
many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at 
https://www.usda.gov/disaster 

The following types of livestock may be eligible for LIP: 

CATTLE:  Adult Beef Bulls, Adult Beef Cows, Adult Buffalo/ Bison Bulls, Adult Beefalo Bulls, Adult 
Buffalo/Bison, Cows, Adult Beefalo Cows, Adult Dairy Bulls, Adult Dairy Cows, Non-Adult Beef Cattle, Non-
Adult Buffalo/Bison, Non-Adult Beefalo, Non-Adult Dairy Cattle 

POULTRY: Chickens, Broilers, Pullets (regular size) (4.26 to 6.25 pounds)Chickens, Chicks, Chickens, 
Layers, Chickens, Pullets/Cornish Hens (small size) (Less than 4.26 pounds), Roasters (6.26 to 7.75 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?field_counties_served_target_id=All
https://www.usda.gov/disaster


pounds), Super Roasters/Parts (7.76 pounds or more), Ducks, Ducklings, Geese, Goslings, Turkeys, Poults, 
Turkeys, Toms, Fryers, Roasters  

SWINE: Swine, Feeder Pigs (less than 50 pounds)Swine, Lightweight Barrows, Gilts(50 to 150 pounds), 
Swine, Sows, Boars, Barrows, Gilts (151 to 450 pounds), Swine, Sows, Boars (over 450 pounds) 

OTHER:  Alpacas, Deer, Elk, Emus, Equine, Goats, Bucks, Goats, Nannies, Goats, Slaughter 
Goats/Kids,  Llamas, Reindeer, Caribou, Sheep, Rams, Sheep, Ewes, Sheep, Lambs 

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's 
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the 
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest 
on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop 
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary depending 
on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid 
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

 Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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