
 

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
 
 
      
 
 
          

               
      

 
 
 
 
 

Sheridan ~ Johnson County 
FSA Office 
1949 Sugarland Drive, Ste 126 
Sheridan, WY 82801 

(307) 672-5820 Ext. 2 
(307) 683-4202 
Fax: 866-574-1670 

Toll Free Number:  
1-866-262-4396 
 
Johnson County Office Day: 
First Wednesday of each 
month. 

Buffalo USDA Service Center 
500 Lott St., Unit A 
Buffalo, WY  82834 
(307) 684-2526 Ext. 3 

FSA Office Personnel: 
Linda Benzel, CED  
Staci L. Green-Steiner, PT 
Justine Scheeler, Temp. PT 

County Committee Members: 
Steve Schuette, Chairman 
Susan Moyes; Vice chairman 
John Buyok, Regular Member 
Raymon Turk, Regular Member 
Thad Stoltz, Regular Member 

Farm Loan Manager:  
Rob Weppner 
307-682-8843 
Rob.Weppner@wy.usda.gov 
 
Dates to Remember: 
Monday, November 12, 2018 
Veteran’s Day – Office Closed 
 
Thursday, November 15, 2018 –  
FALL ‘19 Crop Reporting Deadline 
 
Thursday, November 22, 2018 - 
Thanksgiving – Office Closed 
 
Monday, December 3, 2018 – 
Deadline to purchase NAP 

Next COC Meeting:  
TBA       

           
       WYOMING FSA 

             
 

OCTOBER 2018 

C O N T E S T 
In the June Newsletter, we had a contest where we asked you to send us a 
postcard with your name, address and an article idea.  We had a few postcards 
and notes come in and we are pleased to announce that Dave Clarendon is 

the winner of a drawing we had with the entries.  Dave will receive this FSA cap.  
Thank you to everyone who sent in postcards!  It was fun to receive them! 

 

Greetings Sheridan and Johnson County Producers 

Beautiful fall weather is upon us.   

Staci, Justine and I are busy here in the office helping producers complete their 2019 fall 
acreage reports, 2018 production report and collect their 2019 NAP fee.  We will be 
traveling to Kaycee on October 18th, 25th and November 1st to meet with producers.  We 
will not be traveling to Buffalo this month, as the office there is preparing to move to a 
new building later this month. The new address will be 500 Lott Street, Unit A. Those 
Johnson county producers we normally meet in Buffalo have received an appointment 
card for a time and date to meet here in the Sheridan office.  We appreciate our Johnson 
county producers making the effort to come to Sheridan!  It’s important to us we 
complete your fall paperwork to keep your operation in compliance with the upcoming 
farm bill.  If you cannot make it to your scheduled appointment, please give our office a 
call to reschedule before November 15, 2018 (the deadline for acreage reporting).  

A friendly reminder the deadline for the 2019 NAP application fee has changed to 
December 1, 2018. 

               ~As always, please don’t hesitate to call our office with any questions! ~ 

Best Regards,  

Linda Benzel, CED  
        



 
 
 
 

                                                        
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
               

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET THE NOMINEES 
 

LAA 2 Sheridan County – Ray M. Daly 
Ray Daly is nominated in LAA 2, Sheridan County, to serve as COC member for a 3-year term beginning 
January 1, 2019. 
Ray grew up in Big Horn, WY and after graduating high school from Big Horn, he attended Sheridan 
College.  He worked on ranches in the area growing up.  Ray worked in construction for a while also with Kiewit 
Construction. 
Ray started ranching in 1981 with 5 bred heifers.  He currently resides SE of Sheridan and has had his own 
cattle and hay production operation for 22 years which spreads between Sheridan and Johnson counties. 

 

LAA 4 Johnson County – Gerry Miller 
Gerry Miller is nominated in LAA 4, Johnson County, to serve as COC member for a 3-year term beginning 
January 1, 2019. 
Gerry grew up on his family ranch NW of Buffalo.  After graduating high school, he attended Casper College for 
two years and then transferred to the University of Wyoming where he received his Bachelors and Masters in 
Agriculture Education. 
Gerry spent one year in Albin and seven years in Thermopolis teaching before coming to Buffalo High School to 
teach ag/shop classes and lead the FFA students.  He taught in Buffalo for 24 years before retiring in 2004. 
Gerry has resided and operated on his ranch NW of Buffalo for the past 37 years where he has a cow/calf 
operation and hay production fields.  
Gerry served as Clerk on the Johnson County School Board, District 1; a board member of the Lake DeSmet 
Conservation District; and a member of Wyoming Vocational Ag Teachers Association. 

 

 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), provides financial assistance to producers of 
noninsurable crops to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevents crop 
planting.  
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available 
and be any of the following:  
Crops grown for food; Crops planted and grown for livestock consumption, such as grain and forage crops, 
including native forage; Crops grown for fiber, such as cotton and flax (except trees); Crops grown in a controlled 
environment, such as mushrooms and floriculture; Specialty crops, such as honey and maple sap; Sea oats and 
sea grass; Sweet sorghum and biomass sorghum; Industrial crops, including crops used in manufacturing or 
grown as a feedstock for renewable biofuel, renewable electricity or biobased products; Value loss crops, such as 
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ginseng, ornamental nursery and turf-grass sod; and Seed crops where the 
propagation stock is produced for sale as seed stock for other eligible NAP crop production.  
NAP provides basic coverage equivalent to the catastrophic level risk protection plan of insurance coverage, 
which is based on the amount of loss that exceeds 50 percent of expected production at 55 percent of the 
average market price for the crop. 
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 
 
NAP DEADLINE for crops, including Honey, is Monday, December 3, 2018. 
  
For more information about NAP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local FSA office. To find your local 
FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        
 
 

   
 
 
                                                                                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Sheridan County Cattlewomen’s AG EXPO 
On Tuesday, September 25th we participated in the Sheridan County Cattlewomen’s EXPO at the Fairgrounds here in 
Sheridan.  Approximately 450 4th graders from all the Sheridan County elementary schools and home school co-op’s came 
through to look at the exhibits.  
They had a semi-truck livestock trailer to crawl in; livestock that included horses, sheep, pigs, and chickens to look at; they 
helped churn butter in the old glass jar with wooden paddles; they “milked a cow”; watched wool being spun into yarn; 
the Wyoming Game & Fish were there as well as the Big Horn Mountain Forest gals.  And your FSA office had a booth 
where we talked to the children about the different HATS a rancher/farmer wears – we had a cowboy hat, a welding hat, a 
mechanic hat, a veterinarian hat, truck driver, and chef hat to name a few.  The kids took turns spinning an arrow and then 
we talked about the importance of that HAT to the agriculture world of Ranchers and Farmers. 

 

The High School FFA students from SHS, 
Tongue River and Arvada-Clearmont 

came and helped lead each group of 4th 
graders around to each exhibit.   

 
 
 

HATS OFF 
TO AG 

County Committee Election for 2018 
 

Elections for USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Sheridan~Johnson County Committee is underway.  
 
It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a link 
between the agricultural community and the USDA. The 2018 election in Sheridan and Johnson County’s will be conducted 
for the representative Local Administrative Area (LAA): LAA 2 Central Sheridan County correlates with school district #2; 
and LAA 4 South of the Sheridan county line, north of Township 44N, West of 1-25/ I-90 to the Washakie county line in 
Johnson county. 

County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations. Committees should be comprised of members 
who reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture in Sheridan and Johnson County. This means that 
producers representing underserved groups or communities should be on the committee to speak on behalf of their 
constituency.  
 
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or 
operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; persons 
under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered underserved.  
 
County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 5, 2018. The last day to return completed 
ballots to the Sheridan County USDA service center is Dec. 3, 2018.  
 
For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 



USDA Farm Service Agency 
Sheridan ~ Johnson Counties Office 
1949 Sugarland Drive, Suite 126 
Sheridan, WY  82801-5720 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal 
Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Important FSA Dates and Deadlines  

♦ November 12, 2018:  MONDAY, VETERAN’S DAY – OFFICE CLOSED 
♦ November 15, 2018:  Thursday, FALL 2019 Crop Acreage Reporting DEADLINE 
♦ November 22, 2018:  Thursday, Thanksgiving Day – OFFICE CLOSED 
♦ December 3, 2018:  MONDAY, Purchase NAP Deadline 
♦ December 3, 2018:  COC Election Ballots MUST BE POSTMARKED BY THIS DAY 

The Sheridan FSA Office is open Monday through Friday from 8am to 4:30pm, closed from noon to 1pm 
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