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Phone: 307-347-2456 
Fax: 855-415-3445 
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Lisa Bower 
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Bill Morrison 
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Teresa Shelton 
Tracy Neidig 
 
County Committee: 
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Julie Haun, Vice-Chairperson 
Kirk Tolman, Member 
Everett Jones, Member 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:   
December 6, 2018, 1:00 pm 

Message from the CED 
Greetings Hot Springs and Washakie County Producers, 

NAP production records for fall seeded crops are due by this 
Thursday (November 15th). Missing this deadline results in loss of payments 
or late-file fees; please call the office to make an appointment. 

Please note - fall seeded and perennial crops for NAP coverage must be 
purchased by December 1, 2018. 

Also, the Marketing Facilitation Program (MFP) is available on wheat, corn, 
cotton, soybeans, dairy and hogs. Signup for MFP runs through to January 
15th. Please call the office for more information. 

Marketing Assistance Loans are available for crops that are harvested: 
barley loans can be taken until March 31st and corn loans can be taken until 
May 31st. Please call the office for more information. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday, 

Lisa Bower 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21c005e


 
FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 
The 2018 Farm Service Agency County Committee elections will begin on Nov. 5, when ballots are mailed to 
eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices is Dec. 3, 2018. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link 
between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help 
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on 
commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for 
some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person 
who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also 
be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area LAA #1 and LAA #5, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one 
from their local USDA Service Center. Dec. 3, 2018, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to 
local USDA Service Centers. Ballots returned by mail must also be postmarked no later than Dec. 3. Newly 
elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2019. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

Jim Butterfield is nominated in LAA #1, Washakie County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-year 
term. Butterfield resides south of Worland and has produced sheep and cattle for 30 years. 

He is an active member of the Cottonwood Watershed Improvement District and the Washakie County Fair 
Board and serves as a member on both entities. 

Everett Jones is nominated in LAA #5, Hot Springs County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-year 
term. Jones resides northeast of Thermopolis and has produced sheep and cattle for 40 years. 

He is an active member of Farm Bureau and the Predator Board and serves as a member on both entities. 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2018 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA website 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Market Facilitation Program 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due to 
unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up for the 
Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn (fresh and processed), 
cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry 
producers. An announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.  

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have been 
significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports. Eligible 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
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producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is 
reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a 
specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the USDA. 

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet. 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 
• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 
• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less 
than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation regulations. 

 
USDA Expands Farm Loans for Native Americans Farming 
and Ranching on Tribal Land 

Department Awards First Loan Under Highly Fractionated Indian Land Program 

USDA has approved and obligated the first loan under the Highly Fractionated Indian Land Loan program 
(HFIL). The program, made possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides revolving loan funds to qualified 
intermediary lenders, allowing qualified tribes and individuals the ability to purchase tribal farmland that has 
multiple owners. 

The first recipient, the Native American Community Development Corporation Financial Services, Inc. 
(NACDCFS) of Browning, Mont., will lend funds directly to tribal members through a $10 million intermediary 
HFIL loan from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). NACDCFS addresses critical needs in Native American 
communities related to the growth of family assets, supports economic development, and enhances the 
quality of life for communities and residents located on or near Montana’s seven Indian reservations. 
NACDCFS provides one-on-one technical assistance to Native American entrepreneurs and agricultural 
producers. NACDCFS is a 501(c) (3), certified Native Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), 
through the U.S. Department of Treasury. 

Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided and allotted to individual tribal members 
such that with the passing of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled among heirs, while 
the land was not. As a result, land once owned by a single person could today be owned by hundreds or 
thousands of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated Indian land.” In many instances, 
landowners are unknown or cannot be located, which complicates the coordination of ownership or prevents 
the use of the property altogether. There are more than 245,000 owners of three million fractionated land 
interests, spanning approximately 150 Indian reservations. 

Under HFIL, tribes and tribal members can submit an application directly to an intermediary lender. To 
participate, intermediary lenders first must be approved by USDA. The lenders may be private and tribal 
nonprofit corporations, public agencies, Indian tribes or lenders subject to federal or state regulation (such as 
a credit union or other financial institution). FSA will lend to the intermediary, which will relend to the 
applicant. The intermediary lender also will administer the loan for the applicant. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/Market_Facilitation_Program_Fact_Sheet_September_2018C.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=50&flash=true&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For more information on the program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA county 
office. To find the local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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