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CED MESSAGE 
Happy April to everyone!  I have a lot of favorite times of year and this is one 
of them.  With new 4-legged babies, blue birds, robins, and meadowlarks 
making their appearances and a slight green tinge in the grass all add up to 
“spring” on the way!   

 Just a reminder, if you have a major storm event that causes a significant 
loss of livestock, please be sure to contact the office as soon as possible. It 
is very important to remember to document what the actual weather was like 
at the time of the event (example: unusually strong winds, extremely cold 
temperatures, blizzard, freezing rain, etc.), track death loss with pictures, a 
calving/lambing book, or any other means you use to keep track of your 
livestock and the beginning and ending dates of the losses.  The more 
information that you can provide the County Committee, the better. You only 
have 30 days from the date of the losses to file an application with the county 
office.  

 As we move closer to spring planting, don’t forget to stop by the office and 
report your spring plantings. July 15, 2018 is the deadline for reporting.  If 
you have acquired a new lease or purchased additional land, you have 30 
days in which to let us know in the office so that records can be updated for 
the current year.  If you fail to report within the 30 days, a late filed fee must 
be assessed on the farm(s) that need to be added to your acreage report. 

 As a heads up for 2019 Non-Insured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) 
signup, there will be a change in the deadline.  It will not be April 1, 
2019.  We have not heard yet when the deadline will be, but it may be as 
early as November 15, 2018.  This is the deadline to complete perennial and 
fall seeded acreage reports as well.  One other reminder for acreage reports, 
late filed acreage reports must be completed no later than one year past the 
signup deadline.  This is a big deal, because if you fail to report by this final 
date, you will not be eligible to participate in FSA programs. This is critical for 
those of you who wish to apply for disaster programs but do not necessarily 



participate any other time.  If you do not have a current acreage report on file 
you will not be eligible.  

 Please feel free to call the office anytime if you have questions or need more 
information. 

 

 
Payment Limitations by Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received annually, 
directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program for 2014 through 
2018. Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, 
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited to 
$50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to payment 
limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. The 
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster event.  

Disaster Assistance Programs 
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed $125,000. A separate 
limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments. There is also a separate 
$125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. Contact your 
local NRCS office more information.  

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-
FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf. 

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for 
production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program 
benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

 Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational requirements 
as specified in their conservation plan.   

 Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type 
projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create new 
cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for 
benefits.  

 Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether 
a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.    
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Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase 
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.  

 Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down 
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000.  

 Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or improve farm 
dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an operation.  

 To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development that 
completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient funds to pay for the 
total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In some instances, applicants may be asked 
to provide certified plans, specifications or contract documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for 
materials or labor or make any expenditures for development purposes prior to loan closing with the 
expectation of being reimbursed from FSA funds. 

 Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the borrower 
method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform work according to a 
written contract with the applicant or borrower.  An applicant for a direct loan to finance a construction project 
must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and performance in the amount of the construction 
contract from a construction contractor.  

 A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official determines that 
a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the contractor or a contract 
provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the value of the work in place. 

 Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and development work. 
The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official determines, based on 
information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to obtain the necessary skill and 
managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such work will not interfere with the applicant’s 
farming operation or work schedule. 

 For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Peggy Livingston at 307-746-2701 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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