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Weston County FSA Office 
1225 Washington Blvd., Suite 2 
Newcastle, WY 82701 

Phone: 307-746-2701 
Fax: 307-746-2870 

County Executive 
Director: 
Peggy Livingston 
Extension: 101 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Rob Weppner 
Phone:307-682-8843 

Program Technicians: 
Heidi Edwards 
Extension: 100 
 
County Committee: 
Randy Oleson 
Robin Riesland 
Tim Tysdal 
Chuck Grieves 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  June 26th 1p.m. 

Message from the County Executive 
Director 
It has been a tremendous relief to me to see it so green this spring.  In 
traveling to southern and central Wyoming in the last couple of weeks, 
Weston County looks better than surrounding counties.  I have been noticing 
quite a few grasshoppers the last couple of weeks.  Although, they do not 
present a problem yet, please keep our office informed if they worsen in your 
area, as we may be able to provide relief if they progress to a disaster level. 

 For those of you who plant spring seeded crops, do not forget to come into 
the County Office and certify those acres on your acreage report.  The 
deadline is July 15th. 

 For those of you who have NAP coverage on your grazing and/or grass or 
small grain hay crops, you only have 15 days from the time you determine 
damage to the crop is apparent. The County Office is not always aware of 
when different parts of the county receive a weather event that causes 
damage or loss to crops, so it is important that you contact the County Office 
when you have this type of event. 

 Don’t forget that we will be having an election for Local Administrative Area 
#2, which includes the northwestern part of Weston County.  If you are 
interested in nominating yourself or your neighbor for this position on the 
County Committee, please be sure to stop into the County Office and pickup 
a nomination form or we can mail you one.  The County Committee is a 
critical part of Farm Service Agency, helping to deliver FSA programs by 
applying their judgment, experience, and knowledge when making local 
decisions regarding, producer appeals, commodity price support loans and 
payments, conservation programs, incentive, indemnity, and disaster 
payments for commodities and employing county executive 
directors.  Nominations are currently being accepted and the final date to 
receive a nomination form in the County Office is August 1st.  Please 
remember to exercise your right to vote, ballots will be mailed out on 



November 5th and will need to be returned to the County Office by 
December 3rd. 

 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm 
operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.  

 USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. 
For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.  

 Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply 
for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed 
loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 
95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make 
agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

 The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm 
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans 
through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning 
farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operating 
finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

 To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for 
direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for 
less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.  

 For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for 
production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program 
benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

 Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational requirements 
as specified in their conservation plan.   

 Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type 
projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create new 
cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for 
benefits.  

 Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether 
a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.    

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans


Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by signing a contract 
each program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections 
in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period. 

 The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes 
short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is 
no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

 For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Peggy Livingston at 307-746-2701extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local 
or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/
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