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CED Notes 
Spring planting is in full swing and I would just like to remind all producers to 
keep track of your plant dates and upon completion stop by our office to file 
your acreage report. Just a note, if you have failed acres and replant, please 
keep track of both planting dates as we will need these for your crop 
reporting records. Once filed we can give you copies to take to your 
insurance agents so all dates match. 

The Continuous CRP signup has reopened but only for a select few 
practices. If you are interested in this program stop by our office and we can 
discuss your resource concern to see if it will fall within the program 
guidelines. 

If any disaster situations occur on your farm or in your area of the county, 
please be sure to inform this office so we can start appropriate paperwork. 
This would include hail, flooding, severe weather, or any other disaster 
event. We hope that mother nature is kind to our county this year and we 
have nothing to report. 

Be safe on your farms and ranches, and as always we are here to serve your 
agricultural needs. 

 



 

Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, 
Research, and Information Program  
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that soybean producers may request a 
referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order, as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, 
Research, and Consumer Information Act. Participation in the Request for Referendum is voluntary, and 
producers should only participate if they wish to request a referendum on the program. 

The results of the Request for Referendum will be published in a notice in the Federal Register. If at least 10 
percent of eligible producers, as determined by USDA, participate in the Request for Referendum, a 
referendum will be held within one year from that determination. 

Interested soybean producers may request a referendum during a four-week period beginning on May 6 and 
ending May 31, 2019. Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for 
Referendum, may be downloaded online, or obtained by mail, fax, or in person from Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) county offices during this time. 

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate county FSA office by 
fax or in person no later than close of business May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail, must be postmarked by 
midnight May 31, 2019, and received in the county FSA office by close of business on June 6, 2019. 

For detailed information, including eligibility, read the full AMS announcement. To find your local office, visit 
www.farmers.gov. 

 

USDA Reopens Continuous CRP Signup 
WASHINGTON, May 15, 2019 – USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications beginning 
June 3, 2019, for certain practices under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) continuous signup and 
will offer extensions for expiring CRP contracts. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the country’s 
largest conservation programs. 

“USDA offers a variety of conservation programs to farmers and ranchers, and the Conservation Reserve 
Program is an important tool for private lands management,” said FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce. “CRP 
allows agricultural producers to set aside land to reduce soil erosion, improve water quality, provide habitat 
for wildlife and boost soil health.” 

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup when 2014 Farm Bill authority 
expired. Since passage of the 2018 Farm Bill last December, Fordyce said FSA has carefully analyzed the 
language and determined that a limited signup prioritizing water-quality practices furthers conservation goals 
and makes sense for producers as FSA works to fully implement the program. 

 Continuous CRP Signup 

This year’s signup will include such practices as grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland 
restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this program. 

Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. Soil rental rates will be set at 90 
percent of the existing rates. Incentive payments will not be offered for these contracts. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/opportunity-request-referendum-soybean-promotion-research-and-information-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Signup 

FSA will also reopen signup for existing Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) agreements. 
Fact sheets on current CREP agreements are available on this webpage. 

Other CRP Signup Options 

Fordyce said FSA plans to open a CRP general signup in December 2019 and a CRP Grasslands signup 
later. 

CRP Contract Extensions 

A one-year extension will be offered to existing CRP participants who have expiring CRP contracts of 14 
years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive a letter describing their options. 

Alternatively, producers with expiring contracts may have the option to enroll in the Transition Incentives 
Program, which provides two additional annual rental payments on the condition the land is sold or rented to 
a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group. 

More Information 

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides support, 
certainty and stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing farm support 
programs, improving crop insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting and supporting voluntary 
conservation. FSA is committed to implementing these changes as quickly and effectively as possible, and 
today’s updates are part of meeting that goal. 

Producers interested in applying for CRP continuous practices, including those under existing CREP 
agreements, or who need an extension, should contact their USDA service center beginning June 3. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a 
success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process 
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise 
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their 
farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

 
In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on 
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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