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CED Notes 
Happy Fall. It’s been an interesting year for sure. Our office is ready to start 
taking signups for the 2019 and 2020 Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage Program (ARC/PLC), fall crop reports for fall planted small 
grains and alfalfa seed, and we are continuing the Market Facilitation 
Program (MFP) signup. The upcoming deadlines are MFP-December 6, 
2019, acreage reporting for fall planted small grains November 15, and 
alfalfa seed January 15, 2020. 

Non-Insurable Assistance Program (NAP) sales closing dates for perineal 
crops, grazing and honey is December 1, 2019, coverage for any fall seeded 
small grains should be purchased as soon as possible due to coverage not 
attaching until 30 days after purchase. Administrative fees have increased for 
2020 to $325 per crop, $825 per county, and $1,950 per producer for all 
counties. NAP buy-up coverage is available for crops other than grazing. If 
you are looking for coverage please stop by our office prior to the December 
1 deadline. 

2018 ARC/PLC payments have been issued. Please check your account for 
these program payments. 

As always, we are here to serve your agriculture needs, please stop by our 
office anytime. Happy harvesting and be careful. 



  

 

 
USDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs 

Safety Net Program Payments for 2018 Have Started 

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for the 2020 crop year. 
Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for the 2018 crop year have started receiving more than $1.5 
billion for covered commodities for which payments were triggered under such programs. 

“These two programs provide income support to help producers manage the ups and downs in revenues and 
prices,” said Richard Fordyce, Administrator of USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). “USDA is here to 
support the economic stability of American agricultural producers by helping them maintain their competitive 
edge in times of economic stress. We encourage producers to consider enrolling in one of these programs.” 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines below a 
specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres when the 
effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and 
updated both programs. 

Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 
2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 during the same visit 
to an FSA county office.  

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the owner of the 
land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields beginning with crop year 
2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, FSA can also update yield 
information during that visit.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain 
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

 
2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments  
FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered 
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the $1.5 billion 
now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 crop.  

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc for 
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.  For farms and covered commodities 
enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers:  barley, canola, corn, dry peas, grain 
sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat. 

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726927083&reserved=0&sdata=5u5lBahkoQkG2fJB%2BA%2BpO2X3Ue%2BdnnwwQIuF5wQTQEw%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe, 
flaxseed, large and small chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, seed 
cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate Japonica rice. 

More Information  

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides income support, 
certainty and stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing farm support 
programs, improving crop insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting and supporting voluntary 
conservation.  

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in making 
enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage. 

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your local FSA 
office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered through the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, beginning April 8, 2019. 
The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to the program, including service 
fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP coverage. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage is not 
available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevent crop 
planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the 
average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent 
of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  These 
amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county coverage.  The fee increases 
apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019. 

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now eligible for a 
service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=TFGwcHY3b0bKMjWzujLfzODUzsddw3mpg6qwLM%2B1TQY%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=InV0%2Fr6Td5DxUk%2F7E1NyW26P%2BiOsoe%2FlgLo5Gir%2F6qs%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of 
NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, 
Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.  To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are unable to 
make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended to relieve 
immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of a 
payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify. 

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. The 
application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with 
production records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may 
request additional information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility. 

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is complete. 
Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan. 

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or before 
the final due date of the loan. 

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1b8068ab20c548b1f13708d75658440d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637072809418273405&sdata=fK9uOf744DufObMTVSFB0px%2FChIiDhbEZXRqNYcBI5s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1b8068ab20c548b1f13708d75658440d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637072809418273405&sdata=gCp3IRetUUUmna3rLmXI3GAVBmzlYdXvZbSpUca%2BOck%3D&reserved=0
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