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Monthly Message From Your Local County
Office
The County Office would like to wish Jim Hellyer congratulations on being
reelected to the County Committee for Local Administrative Area (LAA).
We have been receiving a lot of calls about quality loss on sugar beets. The
program that potentially could help is called Whip+. Currently no counties in
Wyoming have the program. The County Office has been talking to
insurance agents to to prove how many producers had damages and how
significant those damages are in order to request the program from the State
Office.

Farm Loan Officer:
Mercedes Jauregui Guadron

Agriculture Risk Program/Price Loss Coverage Program (ARC/PLC) 2019
has been released and we are currently taking signups. If you have not
signed up for your 2019 ACR/PLC contract, please come in and see us as
soon as possible.

Program Technicians:
Julianna Eckley
Carol Zogata

Don't forget to turn in your livestock losses for the 2019 calendar year for
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Deadline for all paperwork and
supporting document is January 31, 2020.

County Operation Trainee:
Sydney Hoffman

I would like to announce that I am moving to Casper at the end of December,
as I have taken a position as a State Specialist in the State Office. I have
loved my 15 year here and all of you have been a huge part of that. I am
thankful for the friendships, laughter, and will miss you all. Please know that

County Committee:
Jim Hellyer - Chairman
Stan Horton - Vice- Chairman
Will O'Neal - Member

I am and always will be looking out for you all! Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Next County Committee
Meeting: January 9, 2019

Office will be closed on:

•
•
•

Christmas-Wednesday, December 24-25, 2019
New Years Day- Wednesday, January 1, 2020
Martin Luther King Jr Day- Monday, January 20, 2020

WHIP+ Eligibility
WHIP+ will be available for eligible producers who have suffered eligible losses of certain crops, trees,
bushes or vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only). Disaster losses must have been a result of hurricanes, floods,
tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires that occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also,
producers in counties that did not receive a disaster declaration or designation may still apply for WHIP+ but
must provide supporting documentation to establish that the crops were directly affected by a qualifying
disaster loss.
A list of counties that received qualifying disaster declarations and designations is available at
farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. Because grazing and livestock losses, other than milk losses, are covered by
other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, those losses are not eligible for WHIP+.
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage is available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of crops covered by crop
insurance is available through USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) Actuarial Information Browser at
webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.
The WHIP+ payment factor ranges from 75 percent to 95 percent, depending on the level of crop insurance
coverage or NAP coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did not insure their crops in
2018 or 2019 will receive 70 percent of the expected value of the crop. Insured crops (either crop insurance
or NAP coverage) will receive between 75 percent and 95 percent of expected value; those who purchased
the highest levels of coverage will receive 95-percent of the expected value.
At the time of sign-up, producers will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records. If a
producer is unable to provide production records, WHIP+ payments will be determined based on the lower of
either the actual loss certified by the producer and determined acceptable by FSA or the county expected
yield and county disaster yield. The county disaster yield is the production that a producer would have been
expected to make based on the eligible disaster conditions in the county.
WHIP+ payments for 2018 disasters will be eligible for 100 percent of their calculated value. WHIP+
payments for 2019 disasters will be limited to an initial 50 percent of their calculated value, with an
opportunity to receive up to the remaining 50 percent after January 1, 2020, if sufficient funding remains.
Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for WHIP+. But all producers receiving WHIP+
payments will be required to purchase crop insurance or NAP, at the 60 percent coverage level or higher, for
the next two available, consecutive crop years after the crop year for which WHIP+ payments were paid.

Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next two applicable, consecutive years will be required
to pay back the WHIP+ payment.
Additional information about WHIP+ program eligibility and payment limitations can be found at
farmers.gov/recover or by contacting your local USDA Service Center.
Additional Loss Coverage
The Milk Loss Program will provide payments to eligible dairy operations for milk that was dumped or
removed without compensation from the commercial milk market because of a qualifying 2018 and 2019
natural disaster. Producers who suffered losses of harvested commodities, including hay, stored in on-farm
structures in 2018 and 2019 will receive assistance through the On-Farm Storage Loss Program.
Additionally, producers with trees, bushes or vines can receive both cost-share assistance through FSA’s
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) for the cost of replanting and rehabilitating eligible trees and WHIP+ will
provide payments based on the loss value of the tree, bush or vine itself. Therefore, eligible producers may
receive both a TAP and a 2017 WHIP or WHIP+ payment for the same acreage. In addition, TAP policy has
been updated to assist eligible orchardists or nursery tree growers of pecan trees with a tree mortality rate
that exceeds 7.5 percent (adjusted for normal mortality) but is less than 15 percent (adjusted for normal
mortality) for losses incurred during 2018.
Prevented Planting
Agricultural producers faced significant challenges planting crops in 2019 in many parts of the country. All
producers with flooding or excess moisture-related prevented planting insurance claims in calendar year
2019 will receive a prevented planting supplemental disaster (“bonus”) payment equal to 10 percent of their
prevented planting indemnity, plus an additional 5 percent will be provided to those who purchased harvest
price option coverage.
As under 2017 WHIP, WHIP+ will provide prevented planting assistance to uninsured producers, NAP
producers and producers who may have been prevented from planting an insured crop in the 2018 crop year
and those 2019 crops that had a final planting date prior to January 1, 2019.
For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service center
or visit farmers.gov/recover. For all available USDA disaster assistance programs, go to USDA’s disaster
resources website.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their OperationMaintaining Good Credit History
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by
logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disasterassistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural
disasters.
With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmerfocused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s
agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.
For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Brian Harrell at 307-856-7524 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

