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USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice 
Planting Rules Unchanged from Previous 
Farm Bill  

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice 
provisions that affect producers who intend to participate in certain programs 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as amended by the Agricultural 
Improvement Act of 2018.  

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment 
reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on the 
payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry 
peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that 
are not considered payment acres will not result in a payment 
reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not 
enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild 
rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility 
for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage 
is subject to the acre-for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted 
on more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the 
county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm 
enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 



  
Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice 
will not cause a payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region 
as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 

 
USDA Reopens Continuous CRP Signup  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications beginning June 3, 2019, for certain practices 
under the continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup and will offer extensions for expiring CRP 
contracts. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the country’s largest conservation programs. 

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the continuous CRP signup when 2014 Farm Bill authority 
expired. Since passage of the 2018 Farm Bill last December, Fordyce said FSA has carefully analyzed the 
language and determined that a limited signup prioritizing water-quality practices furthers conservation goals 
and makes sense for producers as FSA works to fully implement the program.  

Continuous CRP Signup: 

This year’s signup will include such practices as grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland 
restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this program. 

Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. Soil rental rates will be set at 90 percent 
of the existing rates. Incentive payments will not be offered for these contracts. 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Signup: 

FSA will also reopen signup for existing Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) agreements. 
Fact sheets on current CREP agreements are available on this webpage. 

Other CRP Signup Options: 

FSA will open a CRP general signup in December 2019 and a CRP Grasslands signup later.  

CRP Contract Extensions: 

A one-year extension will be offered to existing CRP participants who have expiring CRP contracts of 14 years 
or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive a letter describing their options. 

Alternatively, producers with expiring contracts may have the option to enroll in the Transition Incentives 
Program, which provides two additional annual rental payments on the condition the land is sold or rented to a 
beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group. 

More Information: 

Producers interested in applying for continuous CRP practices, including those under existing CREP 
agreements, or who need an extension, should contact their USDA service center beginning June 3. To locate 
your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 
 
 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase 
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down 
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being 
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan 
amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used 
to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan 
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least 
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show 
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a 
laborer. 

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To 
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Darrell Jones at 307-532-4880 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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