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From the Desk of Linda Benzel, CED 
Hello Producers, 

Sheridan County was declared a Secretarial Disaster Designation S4527 due 
to the spring flooding. Please refer below to the announcement from Sonny 
Perdue, United States Secretary of Agriculture. 

Fall Planted crops reporting deadline, Friday, November 15, 2019 

Ballots for LAA3 due in office by Monday, December 2, 2019 

NAP for 2020 signup deadline is Monday, December 2, 2019 

MFP deadline signup Friday, December 6, 2019 

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an 
appointment to ensure maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA 
staff is available to tend to their important business needs. Please call your 
local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any 
records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. 

Best Regards, 

Linda Benzel, CED 

mailto:rob.weppner@usda.gov


Next County Committee 
Meeting:  October 16, 2019 

 

 
Secretarial Disaster Designation for Sheridan County Due to 
Flooding 
Secretarial Disaster Designation S4527, was declared September 6, 2019 for Sheridan County, Wyoming 
due to flooding that occurred May 26 through June 21, 2019. Under this designation, producers with 
operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans. 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and 
other natural disasters or quarantine. 

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA 
will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000. 

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
Sheridan and Johnson County producers please contact Rob Weppner at (307) 682-8843 extension 2 or 
email him at rob.weppner@usda.gov 

 
New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool 
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last 
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans, 
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

 How the Tool Works 
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3b67d09ef8064ef733d208d74202650b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637050450360606797&sdata=Vlt14fmliEbqi00tctkEli4HCc4Y%2BuZvUTvC1CDCto0%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cebdd72be736d4f12c59b08d736ccf1a2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637038126161042545&reserved=0&sdata=7tJfFMSTFrWFtCTlV2FnZxG%2BU5d1m7sg43NXbj0zgLA%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2019%2Fhigher-limits-now-available-on-usda-farm-loans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

 About Farmers.gov 
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by 
logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the 
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-
assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural 
disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-
focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s 
agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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