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From Jen's Desk 
This winter has been one for the books! As I write, I imagine most of you are 
digging out from the most recent storm. Throughout the country farmers and 
ranchers are facing very difficult situations and losses from this winter, 
compounded by the most recent storms. Its very important that you take a few 
minutes to contact the FSA office to file a notice of loss, you have 30 days 
from the date that the loss is apparent to notify the office. While we are still 
waiting for new program regulations under the 2018 Farm Bill, we do know 
that notice of loss still needs to be filed timely.....30 days from when the loss 
is apparent. 

Additionally, please make sure to document the conditions and losses. This 
can include; but is not limited to, large temperatures swings, extremely cold 
temperatures, heavy snowfall/rain, extreme winds, pictures, amounts fed etc. 
If you are experiencing livestock losses do your best to document the date and 
cause of death etc. Any information you can provide to support your claim is 
very helpful when it comes time to complete applications. 

FSA has several livestock disaster programs that may provide assistance to 
extreme losses due to eligible weather events. Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybee and Farm Raised Fish (ELAP) can provide assistance 
for additional feed purchases, hired equipment to get feed to livestock, grazing 
losses. There are additional less common losses that may qualify under ELAP, 
please contact the office. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/236f2fc
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Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) may provide assistance for 
eligible physical livestock losses over normal mortality rates (WY established). 

Let us know if we can help! 

 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm 
Raised Fish (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due 
to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other 
agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with 
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and 
hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to Sept. 30, 
2019 must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent. 
• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2019 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/elap_farm-raised_fish_assistance_fact_sheet-may_2018.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/elap_livestock_assistance_fact_sheet-may_2018.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/elap_honeybee_assistance_fact_sheet-may_2018.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

 
Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths in 
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme 
heat or extreme cold. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2019 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the 
loss is first apparent. 

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef = 2%, Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4.3%, Adult Sheep = 7.2%, Lambs = 15.9%, 
Adult Goats = 5% and Kids = 10%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered 
expected or typical under “normal” conditions for Wyoming. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2020. 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a 
success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process 
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise 
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their 
farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Jennifer Dutton at 307-362-3062 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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