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Message from the CED 
Greetings Washakie and Hot Springs County Producers, 

With the severe storms and flooding that has occurred this spring, please 
remember to report any potential damage to this office. There are programs 
potentially available to assist producers in certain loss situations if all 
documentation and deadlines are met. 

Once you have finished planting your crops, please stop by the office to 
complete your acreage reports by or before July 15th. Don’t forget to notify us 
of any changes in leases or property ownership. Give our office a call to 
make an appointment or to discuss program questions. 

We wish everyone a favorable spring and productive growing season. 

Lisa Bower 

County Executive Director 
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Everett Jones, Member 
Arnold Pennoyer, Member 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  TBD 

 

 
Elections for the 2019 County Committee 
Voting is now open for the USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Washakie-Hot Springs County Committee. 

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are 
a link between the agricultural community and the USDA. The 2019 election in Washakie County and Hot 
Springs County will be conducted for the representatives for Local Administrative Area (LAA): 

            LAA # 3 in Washakie County – everything in the Nowood River drainage. 

            LAA # 4 in Hot Springs County – everything west of the Big Horn River that does not get their 
irrigation water from the river. 

County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations. Committees should be comprised of 
members who reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture in Washakie County or Hot 
Springs County. This means that producers representing underserved groups or communities should be on 
the committee to speak on behalf of their constituency. 

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and landowners 
and/or operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska 
Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also considered underserved. 

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 4, 2019. The last day to return 
completed ballots to the Washakie-Hot Springs County USDA service center is Dec. 2, 2019. 

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit: fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 
Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover 
crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of 
“idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four 
categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal 
grain, and would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat, barley, 
oats, black oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, Italian or 
Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and grasses. 



• Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to, clovers, 
vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes. 

• Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume 
broadleaf, including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, rapeseed, 
oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower, 
buckwheat, and safflower. 

• Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example, oats 
and radishes. 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to 
policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be 
revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer share interest 
changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision must 
be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days from the date when the new 
operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share 
interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be 
provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and 
producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file 
an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program 
benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA-578” to 
report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The local FSA office 
will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. For 
example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted 
would be reported as idle. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. Resting the 
ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for crop production in the next 
growing season. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help agricultural 
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that 



producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers 
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and 
more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed 
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans 
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current 
operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating 
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible 
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan 
are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee 
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while 
guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA 
provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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