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In this newsletter, I would like to discuss programs that are applicable for our current time of year. These 
programs are the Farm Service Agency’s Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), the Emergency Livestock 
Assistance Program (ELAP), and the Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). Additionally, we 
have a short informational paragraph about Farm Storage Loans from our Farm Loan Manager. 

I also would like to commend and recognize all our agricultural producers this annual Nation Ag Day on 
March 14, 2019. We are proud to serve you and support you as you continue to work hard to feed 
America. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about any information shared in this newsletter, please 
do not hesitate to call the county office. 

Best Regards,  

Peggy Livingston, CED 
 

  

 

 

The Livestock Indemnity Program provides emergency assistance to livestock producers for livestock 
deaths caused by eligible loss conditionS to include abnormal, severe weather, weather-related 
disease, and predation. Additionally, LIP will assist with lost sale income due to injuries directly caused 
by an eligible loss condition. Normal mortality rates apply to eligible death losses incurred by the 
qualifying event so producers need to report all death losses that occurred during the event. When 
applying for LIP, producers will need to identify the event which directly caused livestock death and/or 
injury. Eligible loss conditions include: 

A. ADVERSE WEATHER EVENTS 

WINTER STORMS | An event that lasts for at least 3 consecutive days and includes a combination 
of high winds, freezing rain or sleet, heavy snowfall, and extreme cold temperatures.  The wind, 
precipitation, and extremely cold temperatures must occur within the 3-day period with wind and 
extremely cold temperatures occurring in each of the 3 days. 

BLIZZARDS | Defined by the National Weather Service, described as a storm which contains large 
amounts of snow or blowing snow with winds excess of 35 mph and visibility of less than ¼ mile for 
an extended period-of-time. 

EXTREME COLD | Can either be ambient temperature for livestock not subject to wind or the wind 
chill temperature for livestock that do not have access to wind breaks or shelter. Livestock deaths 
must be a directly attributed to the extreme cold event and death losses must occur within 60 days 
from the ending date of the event. 

OTHER WEATHER EVENTS | Other events include, but are not limited to:  Hail, Lightening, 
Tornado, Wild Fires, Extreme Heat, Straight Line Winds, and Floods 
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LIP, continued 

B. DISEASE 

An eligible disease loss condition is a disease that is 
exacerbated by an eligible adverse weather event that directly 
results in livestock losses. Documentation to support disease 
must be obtained from a veterinarian. 

C. ATTACKS 

An eligible attack is an attack by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.  This 
includes, wolves and avian predators (including condor, eagle, 
osprey, and vulture) attacks that directly result in livestock 
losses.  Documentation to support an attack must be obtained 
from a source such as USDA APHIS Wildlife Services or 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. 

DOCUMENTATION 

You, the producer, must provide supporting documentation to 
determine program eligibility. Such documentation will provide 
beginning inventory, ending inventory, and proof that the eligible 
event caused the deaths. The County Committee is tasked with the 
job of determining if the weather event that killed your livestock was 
normal/abnormal for that time of year and if you are following sound 
management practices. The more solid the documentation you 
provide them, the more accurately they can determine your eligibility. 

Documentation may be reliable, verifiable, or a combination of both: 

Reliable documentation is a personally developed record 
from anyone with a personal or financial interest in the claimed 
livestock.  This could include, calving record books, daily 
dairies, and journals as well as pictures of the livestock losses. 

Verifiable documentation is a record created by an individual 
or entity that has no personal or monetary interest in the 
livestock operation, such as an invoice from veterinarian, bank 
documents, or certification from a neighbor. 

It is critical that you document what the weather event was that 
caused the loss of livestock. I encourage you to maintain a daily  

diary of the weather, including high and low temperatures, wind 
speed, how much snow is on the ground, new snow accumulations, 
wind chill, and any predicted weather watch/advisory/warning that is 
issued for your area. 

FILING A NOTICE OF LOSS 

Producers may file one of four ways: 

• In Person 
• By Telephone 

• By Fax 
• By Email 

We strongly encourage you to notify the County Office as soon as it 
becomes apparent that you are suffering losses of livestock above 
the normal mortality, even though the deadline to file is 30 days from 
when the loss became apparent. By filing as soon as possible, the 
loss is fresh on your mind and it is easier to relay the information 
needed to the County Office.  While you are not required to provide 
documentation to support the loss at the time you file a notice of loss, 
I strongly suggest you provide documentation to the County Office as 
soon as you can. 

FILING AN APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT 

Producers will need to file an Application for Payment no later than 
March 1, 2020.  We do not anticipate receiving final program 
procedure until later this summer or early fall, so an Application for 
Payment cannot be submitted until the new Farm Bill has been 
finalized.   

It may be beneficial to file an end of year Notice of Loss to document 
normal mortality losses.  Documentation for normal mortality (if not 
already provided) include pictures of the loss/losses, pregnancy 
check from the fall of 2018, calf sale receipts from the fall of 2019, 
cow sale receipts from the fall of 2018 and 2019, and/or bangs 
vaccinations from the fall of 2019. 

This combination of documentation will provide us with a beginning 
inventory of bred cows and the number of calves sold or processed 
in the fall.  If you retain your calves, you may have the brand 
inspector/neighbor/third party certify as to the number of head you 
retained. 

  
 additional livestock feed purchases shall not exceed the feed needs 

of the eligible livestock during the eligible adverse weather. 

DOCUMENTATION 

Producers must provide verifiable or reliable documentation, such as 
original receipts or summary purchase receipts for forage or feed 
stuffs from the beginning date of the eligible a weather or loss 
condition until additional livestock feed becomes available, or the 
beginning date of the grazing season (May 1). Producers will also 
need to provide verifiable or reliable documentation for the actual 
feed purchases from the previous 2 years. Receipts must include all 
the following: 

• Date feed purchased; 
• Name, address and telephone number from who feed was 

purchased; 
• Type and quantity of feed purchased; 
• Cost of feed purchased; and 
• Signature of feed vendor if the vendor does not have a license to 

conduct this type of transaction (ex. purchasing from your 
neighbor). 

FILING A NOTICE OF LOSS 

The deadline for filing a notice of loss is within 30 days of when the 
loss is apparent. 

The Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to producers in the event they are required to 
purchase livestock feed above their normal purchases to maintain 
their livestock during eligible conditions until additional feed becomes 
available. Eligible adverse weather or eligible loss conditions for 
additional feed purchases include but are not limited to: blizzards, 
excessive wind, and eligible winter storms. Also, the value of the  

EMERGENCY LIVESTOCK 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (ELAP) 
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NON-INSURED DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (NAP) 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when low 
yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters. 
Qualifying eligible causes of loss include but not limited to: 

• Drought 
• Hail 
• Excessive moisture 
• Freeze 
• Tornado 
• Excessive wind 

• Flood 
• Heat 
• Insect Infestation 
• Insufficient chill hours that occur 

because of an adverse natural 
occurrence or damaging weather 

 

 

If the covered crop is not used for the intended use (ex. hay) an appraisal must 
be completed before any other use (ex. grazing) can be utilized  

FILING A NOTICE OF LOSS 

When it becomes apparent crops that you covered by NAP have suffered from a 
qualifying cause of loss you need to file Notice of Loss within 15 days.  
Damaging weather, adverse natural occurrence, or related condition must occur 
during the coverage period, before or during harvest, and directly cause, 
accelerate or exacerbate destruction or deterioration of the eligible crop as 
determined by the County Committee. 

FILING AN APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT 

Producers must file an Application for Payment for NAP within 60 days of the 
last day of coverage for the crop year (ex. would be coverage for grazed 
rangeland which officially ends on October 15th). 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

• Premium payments are due no later than April 1, 
2019 for buyup NAP coverage purchased in 2018.  If 
you selected buy up coverage for 2018 and have not 
received notification of the premium due, please 
contact the county office. 

• 2019 Buy Up Coverage for hay crops will be 
available as soon as software is updated. 

• 6.2% Sequestration will be applied to payments 
made in 2019 

• Production for 2019 should be reported as soon as 
you have completed harvest 

• Deadline for 2020 coverage will be December 1, 
2019 

• 2020 Coverage Fees will be increased to $325 per 
crop per county. 

  

  

 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest 
financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase 
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to 
store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, 
soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole 
grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable 
biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, 
maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), 
eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through 
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns 
and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement 
and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. 
Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability 
to apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, 
including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying 
local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers. 

To learn more about any of the programs mentioned in this newsletter, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county 
office. To find you local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 
gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available 
in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-
7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.  
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
 


