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Message by the State Executive Director
Wyoming FSA county offices are open, and staff are available to
continue helping agricultural producers with program signups, loan
servicing and other important actions. While our program delivery
staff will continue to come into to the office, they will be working
with our agricultural producers by phone and using email and online
tools whenever possible. Please do not come into the office
without calling ahead.
FSA continues to deliver programs and services that are critical to
our agriculture industry. FSA is relaxing the loan making process
and adding flexibilities for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to
provide credit to producers in need. For a full list of flexibilities, visit
farmers.gov/coronavirus.
In addition, I have directed all FSA county offices to begin mailing
quarterly paper newsletters to all producers to ensure those who
cannot access internet services are kept informed and updated. I
have also directed county offices to mail out paper “Customer
Calendars” to remind producers about application and reporting

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/wy

deadlines. These customer calendars will be mailed at least once
per year. Many producers still prefer to read traditional paper
newsletters and choose to communicate through traditional mail
services. Again, I want to make sure that all producers have access
to all FSA programs and services, especially during these times of
uncertainty.
FSA will also be accepting additional forms and applications by
facsimile or electronic signature. Some services are also available
online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access
to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm
loan information and payments and view and track certain USDA
program applications and payments. Customers can track
payments, report completed practices, request conservation
assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do
not already have an eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/signin. You will also need to work with the local FSA office to get final
authorities assigned but I encourage you to consider completing
this process.
I encourage producers to contact their county office to discuss
these programs and any current, and future, temporary changes to
farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For
Service Center contact information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.
Please stay safe and take care out there!
-Lois Van MARK-

USDA Offers Individuals Options to Complete Business
Online
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have online options to access U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) programs, including Farm Service Agency’s Agriculture Risk Coverage/Price
Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), producer farm data, such as
Common Land Unit data through FSAfarm+, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s
Conservation Client Gateway .
Producers doing business as an individual with these agencies first need to sign up for the Level 2
eAuthentication access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue
accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another
individual or entity.
Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can apply for
select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy!
1. Contact your local service center to confirm you have a USDA customer record with a
primary email address. Use our Service Center Locator to find your local office.
2. Navigate to the eAuth Account Registration page.
3. Select "Customer" on the registration page.
4. Enter your primary email address, which should match what USDA has on your customer
record. You will receive an email from eAuth asking you to confirm your email address.

Click the “Continue Registration” link in this email to continue the registration process. Note:
When you log in, your User ID will be your email address.
5. Next, enter your name and set a password.
6. Finally, you will need to verify your identity. You will be taken to a page where you will need
to provide information such as your date of birth and residential address, and then can
verify your identity online. If you are unable to verify your identity online, contact your local
USDA Service Center.
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more. To locate a Service Center near you or use online services
not requiring eAuthentication access, visit farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the
eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.

USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands Signup
Farmers and ranchers may apply to enroll grasslands in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Grasslands signup. The signup runs through May 15.
Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such
as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds.
Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is either 10 or 15
years. FSA will rank applications using a number of factors including existence of expiring CRP
land, threat of conversion or development, existing grassland, and predominance of native species
cover, and cost.
The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enrollment. CRP is one of the
largest conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million
acres currently enrolled.
For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
Enrollment for 2020
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The deadline to enroll for
the 2020 crop year is June 30, 2020. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline
nears.
FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of
the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Contact your FSA
county office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts
signed well ahead of the deadline.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.
The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.
Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect beginning
with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and
enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment.

USDA Stands Up New Team to Better Serve Beginning
Farmers and Ranchers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is standing up a new team of U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) staff that will lead a department-wide effort focused on serving beginning
farmers and ranchers.
To institutionalize support for beginning farmers and ranchers and to build upon prior agency work,
the 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to create a national coordinator position in the agency and statelevel coordinators for four of its agencies – Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and Rural Development (RD).
Sarah Campbell was selected as the national coordinator to lead USDA’s efforts. A beginning
farmer herself, Campbell held previous positions with USDA and has a wealth of experience
working on issues impacting beginning farmers and ranchers. She recently served as acting director
of customer experience for the Farm Production and Conservation Business Center, where she led
the piloting of innovative, customer-centric initiatives.
In her new role, she will work closely with the state coordinators to develop goals and create plans
to increase beginning farmer participation and access to programs while coordinating nationwide
efforts on beginning farmers and ranchers.
Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored beginning farmer outreach plans for
their state. Coordinators will help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and
ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who need help navigating the variety
of resources USDA has to offer.
More on Beginning Farmers
Twenty seven percent of farmers were categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 years
or less of experience in agriculture, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture.

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including beginning farmers and ranchers. Additionally, a number of
these programs have provisions specifically for beginning farmers, including targeted funding for
loans and conservation programs as well as waivers and exemptions.
More Information
Learn more about USDA’s resources for beginning farmers as well as more information on the
national and state-level coordinators at newfarmers.usda.gov and farmers.gov. For more
information on available programs in your area, contact your local USDA service center.

Farmers.gov Feature Enables USDA Customers to Manage
Farm Loans Online
Do you have loans through USDA? If so, you can login to view loan information, history and
payments through farmers.gov, USDA’s self-service website available to agricultural producers.
Using a desktop, tablet, or phone, the “My Financial Information” feature enables you to view:
•
•
•
•
•

loan information;
interest payments for the current calendar year (including year-to-date interest paid for the
past five years);
loan advance and payment history;
paid-in-full and restructured loans; and
account alerts giving borrowers important notifications regarding their loans.

Currently, access is only available for customers doing business as individuals. Entities, such as an
LLC or Trust, can’t access the portal at this time, but access is being planned.
Users are recommended to use Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox and Microsoft Edge.

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real
Estate Security
Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as
security for their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must
obtain prior consent, or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any
transaction affecting real estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited
to:
•
•
•
•
•

Leases of any kind;
Easements of any kind;
Subordinations;
Partial releases, and
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and
other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

