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Message from the State Executive
Director
Hats off to agriculture producers and FSA for working together to
make the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) a huge
success in Wyoming! Together we have circulated over $50.6
Million to local producers. This has not only provided an enormous
boost to the agriculture industry but local economies as well. Great
job and I am extremely proud of our state.
I also remind folks the deadline to apply for CFAP is August 28,
2020. Again, the purpose of this program is to help local farmers
and ranchers who have suffered financial losses due to the
pandemic. So, if you have not already submitted your application,
get it in soon.
As if the pandemic wasn’t enough, we now must worry about the
worsening drought. Over 65% of the state is in moderate or severe
drought. FSA has several drought relief programs to include the
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity
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Program (LIP), Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP),
Emergency Loan Program, and the Emergency Conservation
Program (ECP). For more information on disaster assistance
programs and loans visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster or contact your local
FSA Office.
On a lighter note, the Wyoming State Fair is rapidly approaching!
Wyoming FSA is proudly hosting a display booth in the Wyoming
Livestock Roundup Tent which will be located across from the beef
show ring again this year. I would like to thank the Roundup for
their hospitality and allowing us to use their tent. Please swing by
and visit with us about FSA programs or just to discuss the issue of
the day.
Finally, it is important to remind our customers that county offices
will remain locked until further notice. If you need assistance,
please contact your local USDA Office to make an appointment
either by phone or in most locations, visitors will be allowed into
offices if an appointment has been made. It is important that we
remain COVID aware.
See you at State Fair!!
-Lois Van MARK-

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers
Hire Workers
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced new features on the farmers.gov website
designed to help facilitate the employment of H-2A workers.
USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by
Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm
worker is an easier process.
The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include:
•
•
•
•
•

A real-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible employer
application and visa applications for temporary nonimmigrant workers;
Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they can
save multiple applications tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time;
Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application
Gateway (FLAG);
Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign Labor
Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of temporary labor certification applications;
Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line.

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a.

In 2018, Secretary Perdue unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website
combined with an authenticated portal where customers can apply for programs, process
transactions and manage accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who serve
those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to
deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and
ranchers do right, and feed everyone.

USDA Investigates Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China
USDA is aware that people across the country have received suspicious, unsolicited packages of
seed that appear to be coming from China. USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border
Protection, other federal agencies, and State departments of agriculture to investigate the situation.
USDA urges anyone who receives an unsolicited package of seeds to immediately contact
their State plant regulatory official or APHIS State plant health director. Please hold onto the seeds
and packaging, including the mailing label, until someone from your State department of agriculture
or APHIS contacts you with further instructions. Do not plant seeds from unknown origins.
At this time, we don’t have any evidence indicating this is something other than a “brushing scam”
where people receive unsolicited items from a seller who then posts false customer reviews to boost
sales. USDA is currently collecting seed packages from recipients and will test their contents and
determine if they contain anything that could be of concern to U.S. agriculture or the environment.
USDA is committed to preventing the unlawful entry of prohibited seeds and protecting U.S.
agriculture from invasive pests and noxious weeds. Visit the APHIS’ website to learn more about
USDA’s efforts to stop agricultural smuggling and promote trade compliance.

Submitting Production Losses for Disaster Declarations
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation
may be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a
USDA Secretarial disaster designation for a county. You can play a vital role in this process.
If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster, you may submit a
request to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster
designation. Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a
Loss Assessment Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report
and determine if a recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the
designation.
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact your local USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.
FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment SetAside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.
The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.
FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.
FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small,
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

