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Message from the State Executive
Director
I am happy and excited to announce that Wyoming farmers and
ranchers have received nearly $76 million to date in Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP) dollars to help offset market
losses due to COVID-19. CFAP is not the total answer in
recovering from the pandemic nor will it make producers whole,
however, it will help to get our industry over some tough times.
Please thank your local FSA staff for all their hard work in making
this program a success!
As you have probably heard President Trump and Secretary of
Agriculture, Sonny Purdue have announced that a second round of
CFAP 2 is now available to producers that continue to suffer
economic losses due to COVID-19. An additional $14 Billion from
the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES
Act will be used to support row crops, livestock, specialty crops,
dairy, and other additional commodities. CFAP 2 applications will
be accepted starting, Monday, September 21 through
December 11, 2020. Please see the below article to learn more.

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/wy

We will keep you updated through GovDelivery and the news
media.
As if the COVID-19 crisis is not enough, Wyoming is suffering a
widespread drought. Currently, Wyoming has 22 counties that are
either primary or contiguous natural disaster areas due to drought.
Primary counties include Albany, Carbon, Converse, Platte,
Fremont, Hot Springs, Natrona, Campbell, Washakie, Niobrara, Big
Horn, Johnson, and Sheridan. Contiguous counties include Hot
Springs, Laramie, Park, Sublette, Sweetwater, Teton, Goshen,
Crook, and Weston Counties. Producers in both primary and
contiguous counties are eligible to apply for FSA emergency loans
and may also be eligible for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP). LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers
who have suffered grazing losses due to a qualifying drought or fire
on federally managed land. Please contact your County FSA Office
for more information.
FSA also has several drought relief programs to include the NonInsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Emergency Loan Program,
and the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP). For more
information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit
fsa.usda.gov/disaster or contact your local FSA Office.
Hang in there as it is going to get better. Thanks for all you do!
-Lois Van MARK-

USDA to Provide Additional Direct Assistance to Farmers and
Ranchers Impacted by the Coronavirus
USDA announced up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural producers who continue to face
market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21 and run through December 11, 2020.
Background:
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being made available from the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES Act to support row crops, livestock,
specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and many additional commodities. USDA has incorporated
improvements in CFAP 2 based from stakeholder engagement and public feedback to better meet
the needs of impacted farmers and ranchers.
Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices. This
program provides financial assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased marketing
costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. Producers will be compensated for ongoing market
disruptions and assisted with the associated marketing costs.

CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price Trigger Commodities,
Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities.
Price Trigger Commodities
Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent price decline over
a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans,
sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres
of the crop, excluding prevented planting and experimental acres. Payments for price trigger crops
will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the
eligible acres multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied by a crop-specific
payment rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved
yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option
(ARC-CO) benchmark yield for that crop will be used.
For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production.
Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020.
The milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA.
Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum
owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer,
between Apr. 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020.
Flat-rate Crops
Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data available to
calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by
$15 per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp,
millet, mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others.
Sales Commodities
Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture; other
commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk;
mink (including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included
under the price trigger category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment
calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid based on five payment
gradations associated with their 2019 sales.
Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first iteration of the
program. If your agricultural operation has been impacted by the pandemic since April 2020, we
encourage you to apply for CFAP 2. A complete list of eligible commodities, payment rates and
calculations can be found on farmers.gov/cfap.
Eligibility
There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all commodities combined.
Applicants who are corporations, limited liability companies, limited partnerships may qualify for
additional payment limits when members actively provide personal labor or personal management
for the farming operation. In addition, this special payment limitation provision has been expanded
to include trusts and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2.
Producers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross Income limitation of $900,000
unless at least 75 percent or more of their income is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-

related activities. Producers must also be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Conservation provisions.
Applying for Assistance
Producers can apply for assistance beginning Sept. 21, 2020. Applications will be accepted through
Dec. 11, 2020.
Additional information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap. Documentation to
support the producer’s application and certification may be requested. All other eligibility forms,
such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, can be downloaded from
farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, including those who participated in CFAP 1,
many documents are likely already on file. Producers should check with FSA county office to see if
any of the forms need to be updated.
Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a recommended first step
before a producer engages with the team at the FSA county office.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will prescreen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment.
Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the
office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Improvement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a new annual survey of farmers,
ranchers and private forestland owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well
and where improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA). A selection of
28,000 producers will receive the survey over the next few weeks, but all farmers are encouraged to
take the survey at farmers.gov/survey.
This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It requires High Impact Service Provider
agencies across the federal government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys to
measure and respond to areas needing improvement.
The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses
are confidential, and individual responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least six
weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response rate.
Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.

One-Time PLC Yield Updates – Deadline September 30
Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of covered commodities on the
farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program
election. The deadline to request a PLC yield update is September 30, 2020.
The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield per planted acre in crop years
2013-2017 (excluding any year where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject
to the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average
national yield for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75 percent of
the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with 75 percent of the county
average yield.
The chart below provides the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the
2013-2017 average national yield for each covered commodity.
Covered Commodity National Yield Factor
Barley

0.9437

Canola

0.9643

Chickpeas, Large

1.0000

Chickpeas, Small

0.9760

Corn

0.9000

Crambe

1.0000

Flaxseed

1.0000

Grain Sorghum

0.9077

Lentils

1.0000

Mustard Seed

0.9460

Oats

0.9524

Peanuts

0.9273

Peas, Dry

0.9988

Rapeseed

1.0000

Rice, Long

0.9330

Rice, Medium

0.9887

Rice, Temp Japonica 0.9591

Safflower

1.0000

Seed Cotton

0.9000

Sesame Seed

0.9673

Soybeans

0.9000

Sunflower Seed

0.9396

Wheat

0.9545

It is the owner’s choice whether to update or keep existing PLC yields. If a yield update is not
made, then no action is required to maintain the existing PLC yield. An existing or updated PLC
yield will be maintained and effective for crop years 2020 through 2023 (life of the 2018 Farm Bill).
PLC yields may be updated on a covered commodity-by-covered commodity basis using FSA form
CCC-867.
For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact
your local Farm Service Agency Office for assistance – farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers
To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.
Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year
term loans.
The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to
additional accrued interest.
Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.
FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible
commodities.
More Information
In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming

installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will prescreen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone and using online
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Report Banking Changes to FSA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In
order to receive timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your
account or if your bank information is changed for any reason (such as your financial institution
merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account
and bank routing numbers.
For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

