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County Office Notes 
Wow!! Where has summer gone? The hay is being baled, the 
barley is already turning, and it will soon be harvest time. It’s also 
that time of year to start thinking about our next county committee 
election. We are accepting nomination for Local Administrative 
Area-1 which covers the north end of the county starting at sheep 
mountain. Currently this area is represented by Spencer Ellis. If you 
or any one you know is interest in serving on the Big Horn County 
committee see the article below for information or call our office for 
a nomination form. 

Our office is still open, but our doors remain locked due to the 
COVID-19 provisions. We are allowed to let producers into the 
office one family at a time and once they leave, we are disinfecting 
all surfaces before allowing the next in. We are working hard to 
keep all our producers safe during this time. We are also able to do 
business over the phone, by fax, and by email for producers who 
still do not feel comfortable about coming into the office.   We are 
here in many forms to assist you in your agricultural needs. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/295d4fa
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Fwebapp%3Farea%3Dhome%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Dlanding%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e5e3656dbc64c3d624608d828e6233e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637304316185261105&sdata=WIC8fsoMZX1yU5oMJnh0%2FtrV3zAJKuRoOWuq394QgQg%3D&reserved=0


Chairman Martin Mercer- 
Member 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  August 11, 1:30PM 

 

 
Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, 
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Big Horn County Committee election 
nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow 
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision 
making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas 
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are 
open for election each year. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of 
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other 
minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county 
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold 
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 
ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and 
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to 
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a 
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled 
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year. 

 
Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e5e3656dbc64c3d624608d828e6233e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637304316185261105&sdata=Xrw%2FunRY6g5wPSvZcXD%2FikL2v4AZvbDnKAQ8Llw3ucA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Ffarm-ownership-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e5e3656dbc64c3d624608d828e6233e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637304316185271059&sdata=0HKhaPcequ%2BjcXkxBO%2FqjK6qdrqT03EptT84RfEG0CY%3D&reserved=0


operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or 
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an 
operation. 

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned 
development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of 
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In 
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract 
documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures 
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA 
funds. 

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower.  An applicant for a direct loan to 
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and 
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor. 

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place. 

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule. 

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance. 

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA 
office or visit fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit offices.usda.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e5e3656dbc64c3d624608d828e6233e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637304316185271059&sdata=MO7RjYsC3Od4bhqv7Mq%2FFGjhXtks1Kh8Zix3zDPrNQo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foffices.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C9e5e3656dbc64c3d624608d828e6233e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637304316185281016&sdata=%2BDduGxoVDtKAZNCSSh3Y7v2bz%2FaiIpanDh9DbEPwU0k%3D&reserved=0


Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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