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Office Notes 
Our office has been very busy with multiple signups this fall. If you 
have not completed your Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
2.0 application please stop by our office prior to December 11, see 
the article below for more information and a list of eligible 
commodities. 

If you have non-irrigated grazing including Federal and state 
grazing, you may qualify for the Livestock Forage Program due to 
the D3 drought status for Big Horn County. Signup deadline for the 
LFP program is January 30, 2021. Also, you may be interested in 
covering your non-irrigated grazing under the Non-Insurable 
Assistance Program. One application fee of $325 will cover all your 
non-irrigated grazing including your federal and state land 
administered by Big Horn County. Application deadline for the NAP 
coverage for biennial and perennial forage crops and honey is 
December 1, 2020. 

We are now accepting application for the annual ARC/PLC program 
signup. With this year’s signup you can change your designation 
between ARC-CO and PLC if you wish. This signup for the 2021 
crop year will run through March 15, 2021. If you signed up initially 
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for multi-year you don’t need to do anything unless you decide to 
make a change to your designation. 

Voters in Local Administrative Area #1 which covers all of the 
county North of Sheep Mountain including communities of Lovell, 
Cowley, Deaver, Frannie, and Byron will be receiving ballots in the 
mail for this years County Committee election. Please see the 
article below to learn about the candidate in this year’s election. 
Please take the time to complete your ballot and return it to our 
office prior to December 7, 2020. 

We hope this newsletter finds you all finishing up your harvest and 
making plans for next year’s crop season. Please stop by our office 
or call us with any changes to your operation and to complete your 
applications. 

 

 
FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  
The 2020 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will on Nov. 2, 2020, when ballots are 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is 
Dec. 7, 2020. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a 
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county 
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to 
make decisions on commodity price support programs, conservation programs, incentive indemnity 
and disaster programs for some commodities, emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees 
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an 
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area (LAA-1), who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from 
their local USDA Service Center. Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2021. 

The candidates in this year’s election is: 

Spencer Ellis is nominated in LAA -1, Big Horn County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-
year term. Mr. Ellis resides in Lovell and has produced cattle, corn, barley, oats, and hay as a third-
generation farmer/rancher for the past thirty plus years. 

Mr. Ellis is an active member of the Sidon Drainage, Shoshone Conservation District board, Big 
Horn Resource Advisory Committee (RAC), the Shoshone Stockgrowers Association, and the 
Federation of State Beef Councils, and serves as Vice-Chairman of the Big Horn County FSA 
County Committee.   Mr. Ellis is a past member of the Deaver Irrigation board, Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board, Wyoming Beef Council, and Wyoming Department of Agriculture Board. 



More information on county committees, such as the new 2020 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA 
website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
More than $7 Billion Paid in Second Round of USDA 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
USDA announced that in the first month of the application period, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
approved more than $7 billion in payments to producers in the second round of the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program. CFAP 2 provides agricultural producers with financial assistance to help 
absorb some of the increased marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since CFAP 2 enrollment began on September 21, FSA has approved more than 443,000 
applications. The top five states for payments are Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and Kansas. 
USDA has released a data dashboard on application progress and program payments and will 
release further updates each Monday at 2:00 p.m. ET. The report can be viewed at 
farmers.gov/cfap. 

Through CFAP 2, USDA is making available up to $14 billion for agricultural producers who 
continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 is a 
separate program from the first iteration of CFAP (CFAP 1). Farmers and ranchers who participated 
in CFAP 1 will not be automatically enrolled and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. FSA 
will accept CFAP 2 applications through December 11, 2020. 

Eligible Commodities 

CFAP 2 supports eligible producers of row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture, and 
many other commodities, including many that were ineligible for CFAP 1. FSA’s CFAP 2 Eligible 
Commodities Finder makes finding eligible commodities and payment rates simple. Access this tool 
and other resources at farmers.gov/cfap. 
 
Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local 
USDA Service Center. 

FSA offers multiple options for producers to apply for CFAP 2. Producers with an eAuthentication 
account can apply online through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. Also available is a payment 
calculator and application generator that is an Excel workbook that allows producers to input 
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application 
form, which can be printed, signed, and submitted to the local FSA office. Producers can also 
download the CFAP 2 application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.  

Producers of acreage-based commodities will use acreage and yield information provided by FSA 
through the annual acreage reporting process. Producers have the option to complete their 
application by working directly with their local FSA staff or online through the CFAP 2 Application 
Portal. 

CFAP 2 is not a loan program, and there is no cost to apply. 

http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/data?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More Information 

To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or call 877-508-8364. 

 
Low Interest Emergency Physical Loss Loans Available for 
Producers in Big Horn County 
Agricultural producers in Big Horn County who lost property due to recent natural disasters are 
eligible for physical loss loans from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) offers these loans for losses caused by high winds and wildfire that occurred 
since Sept. 2, 2020 

FSA is offering these low-interest emergency loans to producers with a qualifying loss. Approval is 
limited to applicants who suffered severe physical losses only, including the loss of buildings and 
livestock. The deadline for producers in designated primary and contiguous counties to apply for 
loans for physical losses is June 21, 2021 

Physical loss loans can help producers repair or replace damaged or destroyed physical property 
essential to the success of the agricultural operation, including livestock losses. Examples of 
property commonly affected include essential farm buildings, fixtures to real estate, equipment, 
livestock, perennial crops, fruit and nut bearing trees, and harvested or stored crops and hay. 

Please contact FSA for more information on loan eligibility and the application process. FSA office 
information is available at http://offices.usda.gov. Additional FSA disaster assistance program 
information is available at disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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