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From the CED
Greetings Carbon and Albany County customers!
Wow what a month March has already been! We are facing worldwide health
concerns and are trying to do our part in the office and community to keep
the impacts of the situation to a minimum. Effective Monday, March 23 the
office will be closed to the public. I will be in the office and continue to
provide services via telephone, email, and postal mail.
Just a few reminders:
* if you lose livestock due to an eligible weather event, make sure that you
notify the office within 30 calendar days of knowing of the loss.
* sheep producers - there is currently a Loan Deficiency Program payment
eligible on wool. You need to make sure to complete the CCC-633EZ page 1
with the County Office prior to losing beneficial interest in the wool (normally
lost at shearing).

Wilson, Cheryl Munroe, Savanah
Chant, Mary Ann Boles, Robin
Thank you for your understanding during this time of continual change.
Carter

Next County Committee
Meeting: TBD

Sheryl Hunter

USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added Causes of Loss
Under WHIP+ and Announces Disaster Assistance for Sugar
Beet Producers
USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including producers
impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through WHIP+, USDA is helping
producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible losses
of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with six sugar beet
processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those cooperatives who
experienced loss.
In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by Congress
and signed by President Trump. In December 2019, Congress passed, and President Trump signed the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 billion for the continuation of
disaster assistance program delivery.

WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events
The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as qualifying losses for WHIP+ assistance.
Beginning March 23, producers who suffered either of these types of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply for
WHIP+ assistance at their local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in
which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during
calendar years 2018 or 2019.

WHIP+ Sugar Beet Loss Assistance
As also directed in the bill, USDA will provide $285 million through sugar beet processing cooperatives to
compensate grower members for sugar beet crop losses in 2018 and 2019. Details will be finalized in
agreements between USDA and participating sugar beet processing cooperatives. Sugar beet producers
who are members of these cooperatives and experienced losses may contact their cooperative for more
information about how this sugar beet crop assistance will be administered.

WHIP+ for Quality Loss
In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss from eligible disaster events that results in
price deductions or penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations bill expands WHIP+ to
include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA is gathering data and input from producers and stakeholders
regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide.

Eligibility
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines in
counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary
counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons,
volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also,
losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if the
producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying natural disaster event.

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county anytime
during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible.
A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.
Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, these
losses are not eligible for WHIP+.

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security
Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for
their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must obtain prior consent,
or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any transaction affecting real
estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited to:
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Leases of any kind;
Easements of any kind;
Subordinations;
Partial releases, and
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your
FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Sheryl Hunter at 307-326-5657 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

