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From the Office
Farmers and Ranchers Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program
Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts
Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Carbon/Albany County FSA Updates
Carbon/Albany County
FSA Office
101 Cypress Ave.; PO Box 607
Saratoga, WY 82331
Phone: 307-326-5657
Fax: 855-415-3441

From the Office
The Saratoga Service Center is now open to the public by appointment.
Please call ahead and schedule an appointment before arriving.
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program is in full swing. This program signup
runs through August 28, 2020. Please see the article below for more
information.

County Executive
Director:

Acreage reporting deadline for grass, alfalfa, and CRP is July 15, 2020.
Alfalfa and CRP require yearly acreage reports so please contact the office
to schedule your appointment.

Farm Loan Manager:

County Committee nominations are now open! The area up for election is
LAA 3 – Little Snake River Conservation District area. You may nominate
yourself or a fellow agricultural producer in the area. Please contact the
office for the nomination form. Nominations close August 1st.

Sheryl Hunter

Dixie Mount- 307-322-4050

County Committee: Ryan

Wilson, Cheryl Munroe, Mary Ann
The office has a temporary Program Technician position open. Candidate
Boles, Robin Carter, Savanah
must have a High School diploma or GED along with computer and phone
Chant
skills. Prefer knowledge in agriculture. Please contact the office for an
application and/or for any questions.

Next County Committee
Meeting: September 9

With a flip of the switch, we went from cool spring to HOT and DRY summer.
If you are experiencing any drought-like conditions, please report them to the

office and to the drought reporter. There is more information on the drought
reporter in a sperate article.

Important Dates:
NAP- 15 days after noticing a
loss must report it

Farmers and Ranchers Can Now Apply for Financial
Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program
Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), which
provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application and a payment
calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff members are available via
phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The agency set up a call center in order
to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion
for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-orgreater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower
demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding for all
eligible producers who apply.
In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval of the
application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be paid at a later date
nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that
webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory records needed to
apply and calculate potential payments.
Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-5088364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first step before a
producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.
Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the online
calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your local FSA office
either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to determine the preferred method.
Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the application
is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the time of application
and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.

Additional Commodities
USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential inclusion in
CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not currently eligible for
CFAP, that the public believes to have either:
1. suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or
3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.
More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.
More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.

Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought impact and
condition reports.
The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers
to report local drought impacts and conditions.
The report allows producers to:
• Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;
• Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;
• Report on the duration of drought event;
• Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a state;
• Submit images that document the drought and its impact;
• Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).
The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link:
droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/
More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor
homepage: droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security
Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for
their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must obtain prior consent,
or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any transaction affecting real
estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited to:
• Leases of any kind;
• Easements of any kind;
• Subordinations;
• Partial releases, and
• Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your
FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Sheryl Hunter at 307-326-5657 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

