July, 2020
Carbon/Albany County Farm
Service Agency:
101 Cypress Ave; PO Box 607
Saratoga, WY 82331

Phone: 307-326-5657 ext 2
Fax: 855-415-3441
County Executive Director:
Sheryl Hunter
sheryl.hunter@usda.gov
Farm Loan Manager:
Dixie Mount: 307-322-4050
dixie.mount@usda.gov
County Committee:
Chair: Ryan Wilson
Vice– Chair: Cheryl Munroe
Members: Mary Ann Boles,
Robin Carter, and Savanah
Chant
Next Committee Meeting:
September 9th at 10 AM

The office is open for business by phone, email and appointment only at this time.

Farmers and Ranchers Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance
through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
This program is for producers that sold livestock between January 15—April 15, 2020 and/
or owned livestock between April 16– May 14, 2020.
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
(CFAP), which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic.
The application and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they
serve new customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making
available $16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities
who have suffered a five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability
of funding for all eligible producers who apply.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the
payment limit, will be paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/
cfap. Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales
and inventory records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.
Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process
can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.
This is a good first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at
their local USDA Service Center.

Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the online calculator tool will be
able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery.
Please contact your local office to determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the application is filed. FSA has
streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the time of application and a USDA farm number may not
be immediately needed.
More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Sheryl Hunter at 307-326-5657,
extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and
FSA program participants to take part in the Carbon/Albany County Committee election nomination process.
This year the area available for election is LLA 3- the Little Snake River Conservation District Area.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input
and local administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each year.
All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by
Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments,
refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Announces Improvements to the Livestock Risk Protection Insurance
Program This Summer
USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced changes to the Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) insurance program
for feeder cattle, fed cattle and swine starting this summer with the 2021 crop year. Changes include moving premium due dates to the end of the endorsement period and increasing premium subsidies to assist producers.
Specifically, the changes:
•

Allow premiums to be paid at the end of the endorsement period, putting it in line with other policies.

• Increase the premium subsidy for coverage levels above 80 percent. Those with an 80 percent or higher coverage level will get a 5-percentage point subsidy increase.
You may buy LRP insurance throughout the year from Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs), with coverage prices
ranging from 70 to 100 percent of the expected ending value of their animals. At the end of the insurance period,
if the actual ending value is below the coverage price, you will be paid an indemnity for the difference. Premium
rates, coverage prices and actual ending values are posted online daily.
Livestock insurance is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. A list of insurance agents is
available online using the RMA Agent Locator. Learn more about livestock insurance and the modern farm safety
net at rma.usda.gov.

eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery!
The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective and resource-conserving options to deliver news,
deadlines and bulletins. You have the option to receive information instantly and electronically from your state or local FSA office directly to your farm or ranch. Several states already have GovDelivery for news releases.
Take a look at your current state and county options for electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at
www.fsa.usda.gov
Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic subscriptions via e-mail. For more information contact your FSA state office and watch for more news and opportunities to
sign up to receive your news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance Program Signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity
Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses because of drought or excess moisture in
2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in
counties designated D3 or above), excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties with a
Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying
natural disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by
the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to
a qualifying natural disaster event.
For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses
should contact their FSA county office.
In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement a WHIP+ provision
for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster
events. To ensure an effective program for all impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the
extent of quality loss from producers and stakeholder organizations.
USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and field work will continue
with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the office, they will be working
with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be found at farmers.gov/
coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at farmers.gov/whip-plus.

Important Dates:
July 15– acreage reporting deadline. Any producer that plants spring crops, has alfalfa, and/or CRP, it is your responsibility

to contact the office to report your acres by the deadline.
NAP Notice of Loss– must be filed within 15 days of noticing that you have a loss. Also must be filed on hay meadows

BEFORE turning livestock out to graze so that appraisals can be completed.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be a success. A part of
ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;
The development of problem situations;
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security
In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought impact and condition reports.
The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers to report local drought impacts and conditions.
The report allows producers to:
Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;
Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;
Report on the duration of drought event;
Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a state;
Submit images that document the drought and its impact;
Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).
The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link: https://
droughtimpacts.unl.edu/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

