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Monthly Message from Your Local County
Office
Fremont County has recently experienced changes in our local staffing. On
January 6, 2020 CED, Annie Bryce accepted a new position with the Agency
in the FSA State Office located in Casper. After 15 years of providing
support to the farmers and ranchers of Fremont County, Annie is now the
Farm Program Specialist for the entire state of Wyoming. As a result, the
Riverton office will seek your patience and understanding as we transition
her former responsibilities to other employees.
For the immediate future, Brian Harrell, Farm Loan Manager for the
southwestern third of the state will also be the Acting CED for Fremont
County. Due to the geographic area of responsibility and limited staffing we
will highly recommend that you schedule appointments with this office when
possible. And, thank you, and congratulations to Annie on her new
assignment with FSA.

Next County Committee
Meeting: TBA

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment for 2019 and 2020
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for the 2019 and 2020
crop year.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines below a
specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres when the
effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and
updated both programs.
Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30,
2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 during the same visit
to an FSA county office.
ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the owner of the
land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields beginning with crop year
2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, FSA can also update yield
information during that visit.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments
FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the $1.5 billion
now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once USDA’s National
Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 crop.
Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc for
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and covered commodities
enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley, canola, corn, dry peas, grain
sorghum, lentils, peanuts, large chickpeas, sunflower seed, flaxseed, rapeseed, seed cotton, long grain rice,
medium/short grain rice and wheat.
Oats, small chickpeas, mustard seed, safflower, crambe, sesame seed and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC
payment triggers.
2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: temperate
Japonica rice.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in making
enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths in
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal
mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme
heat or extreme cold.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.
For 2020 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the
loss is first apparent.
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.
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Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 2% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 4.3%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2020.
Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
The Farm Loan team in Fremont County is already working on operating loans for spring 2020 so it is
important that potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just
about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small
farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout
the year.
Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional
operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing
equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. The staff at the Fremont County FSA
office can provide more details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.
Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.
Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities,
or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.
Please call the Fremont County office if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Brian Harrell at 307-856-7524 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

