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Message from the County Executive
Director
The nation is going through some troubling times with the current global
pandemic. USDA has sent the below message to help protect producers and
our employees.
“U.S. Department of Agriculture Service Centers are encouraging visitors to
take proactive protective measures to help prevent the spread of
coronavirus.
As part of our commitment to farmers and ranchers, USDA Service Centers
will continue to be open for business by phone appointment only and field
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While our FSA and
NRCS program delivery staff at the Service Centers will continue to come
into the office, they will be working with our producers by phone, and using
online tools whenever possible.
Producers can find their Service Center’s phone number at
farmers.gov/service-center-locator and more information about Coronavirus
and USDA Service Centers at https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus.”
Rest assured we’re committed to continuing to provide the best service we
can, and this includes keeping our customers healthy. Our customers are
important to us!

Jim Hellyer - Chairman
Stan Horton - Vice- Chairman
Will O'Neal - Member

Please call or email if you have questions. Please be safe!!

Next County Committee
Meeting: TBA

-Brian Harrell-

FSA Makes Changes to Farm Loan, Disaster, Conservation
and Safety Net Programs to Make it Easier for Customers to
Conduct Business
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Fremont county office is open by phone appointment only until further
notice, and FSA staff are available to continue helping agricultural producers with program signups, loan
servicing and other important actions. Additionally, FSA is relaxing the loan-making process and adding
flexibilities for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need.
FSA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only. While our program delivery staff will
continue to come into to the office, they will be working with our agricultural producers by phone and using
email and online tools whenever possible.
FSA is delivering programs and services, including:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Farm loans;
Commodity loans;
Farm Storage Facility Loan program;
Disaster assistance programs, including signup for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program
Plus (this includes producers now eligible because of losses due to drought and excess moisture in
2018 and 2019);
Safety net programs, including 2020 signup for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage programs;
Conservation programs; and
Acreage reports.

Relaxing the Farm Loan-Making Process
FSA is relaxing the loan-making process, including:

•
•
•

Extending the deadline for applicants to complete farm loan applications;
Preparing Direct Loans documents even if FSA is unable to complete lien and record searches
because of closed government buildings. Once those searches are complete, FSA would close the
loan; and
Closing loans if the required lien position on the primary security is perfected, even for loans that
require additional security and those lien searches, filings and recordings cannot be obtained
because of closed government buildings.

Servicing Direct Loans

FSA is extending deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing actions, including loan deferral
consideration for financially distressed and delinquent borrowers.
FSA will temporarily suspend loan accelerations, non-judicial foreclosures, and referring foreclosures to the
Department of Justice. The U.S. Attorney’s Office will make the determination whether to stop foreclosures
and evictions on accounts under its jurisdiction.

Servicing Guaranteed Loans

Guarantee lenders can self-certify, providing their borrowers with:

•
•

Subsequent-year operating loan advances on lines of credit;
Emergency advances on lines of credit.

FSA will consider guaranteed lender requests for:

•
•

Temporary payment deferral consideration when borrowers do not have a feasible plan reflecting
that family living expenses, operating expenses and debt can be repaid; and
Temporary forbearance consideration for borrowers on loan liquidation and foreclosure actions.

Contacting FSA

FSA will be accepting additional forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some services
are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the farmers.gov
portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and payments and view and track certain
USDA program applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices,
request conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.
FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary changes
to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact information, visit
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added Causes of Loss
Under WHIP+ and Announces Disaster Assistance for Sugar
Beet Producers
USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including producers
impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through WHIP+, USDA is helping
producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible losses
of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with six sugar beet
processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those cooperatives who
experienced loss.
In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by Congress
and signed by President Trump. In December 2019, Congress passed, and President Trump signed the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 billion for the continuation of
disaster assistance program delivery.

WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events
The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as qualifying losses for WHIP+ assistance.
Beginning March 23, producers who suffered either of these types of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply for
WHIP+ assistance at their local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in
which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during
calendar years 2018 or 2019.

WHIP+ Sugar Beet Loss Assistance
As also directed in the bill, USDA will provide $285 million through sugar beet processing cooperatives to

compensate grower members for sugar beet crop losses in 2018 and 2019. Details will be finalized in
agreements between USDA and participating sugar beet processing cooperatives. Sugar beet producers
who are members of these cooperatives and experienced losses may contact their cooperative for more
information about how this sugar beet crop assistance will be administered.

WHIP+ for Quality Loss
In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss from eligible disaster events that results in
price deductions or penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations bill expands WHIP+ to
include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA is gathering data and input from producers and stakeholders
regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide.

Eligibility
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines in
counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary
counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons,
volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also,
losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if the
producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying natural disaster event.
For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county anytime
during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible.
A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available at
farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus.
The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.
Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, these
losses are not eligible for WHIP+.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool as the
newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as

information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into
the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disasterassistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural
disasters.
With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmerfocused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s
agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.
For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Brian Harrell at (307)856-7524 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

