
December 2020 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• CED Comments & Upcoming Deadlines 
• USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in 

Early 2021 
• Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs for 

2021 
• USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and Beginning 

Farmers 

 

Goshen County FSA Updates 
 

Goshen County Farm 
Service Agency 

1448 East M Street, Suite C 
Torrington, WY 82240 

Phone:307-532-4880 x2 

County Executive Director: 
Courtney Yelton 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Dixie Mount (Platte Co.) 

Program Technicians: 
Jennifer Baumgartner 
Kate Jackson 
Brian McKenna 
Leisha Orr 
 

CED Comments & Upcoming Deadlines 
It is hard to believe that it is already December, and before long we 
will be putting up a new calendar as we welcome 2021. 

We continue to be incredibly busy in the Goshen County office as 
we currently have multiple programs with active sign-ups, in 
addition to acreage reports and farm records. Additionally, the 
Goshen County Service Center is unable to meet face to face with 
producers at this time, due to ongoing COVID regulations. We are 
open for phone appointments and via email.  Our bright pink drop 
box can be found as soon as you walk into the lobby. We are doing 
everything we can to continue to provide quality customer service 
given the current restrictions. 

As we begin to look forward to 2021, we have two major program 
sign-ups to complete- ARC/PLC and CRP. The rates for Goshen 
County for CRP did increase dramatically this year, with a 
maximum of $19/acre. If you are interested in offering ground for 
CRP, please contact the office and we will get you on a list for 
when the sign up begins.  It's also never too early to begin thinking 
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about your ARC/PLC contract. Please contact the office with your 
election so we can get the contracts to you for signature. 

The entire staff at the Goshen County Farm Service Agency wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Keep your 
good thoughts for snow and rain going! 

Upcoming Deadlines & Important Dates 
Dec. 11- CFAP 2 Sign-Up Deadline 
Dec. 25- Christmas Day- Office Closed 
Jan. 4- CRP General Sign-Up Opens 
Feb. 1- LFP Sign-Up Deadline 
Feb. 12- CRP General Sign-Up Closes 

 

 
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 
USDA recently announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) and CRP Grasslands offers. General signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to 
February 12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both 
programs are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation 
purposes. 

CRP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the 
most critical tools to help producers better manage their operations while conserving natural 
resources. CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valuable resources. Next year’s signup gives 
farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation 
for another term. 

Producers may apply by contacting their FSA office. 

 
Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage Programs for 2021 
Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened 
Tuesday, Oct. 13.  These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help 
producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion 
in payments are in the process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year. 

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021. 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue 
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical 
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.  



Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

2021 Elections and Enrollment 

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for 
the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment 
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on 
the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract. 

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current 
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year. 

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during 
those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the 
farm.   

Web-Based Decision Tools 

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based 
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific 
to their respective farming operations. Tools include: 

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the 
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the 
past should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the 
system. 

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in 
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC 
webpage. 

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
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African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small, 
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a 
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations 307-532-4880 x2 or Federal Relay Service at 
1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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