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The Lincoln County USDA Service Center will continue to be open for
business by phone appointment only and field work will continue with
appropriate social distancing. While our program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with our producers by phone, and
using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to
conduct business with the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to
call to schedule a phone appointment.
Farm Service Agency: (307) 886-9001 extension 2
Natural Resources Conservation Service: (307) 886-9001 extension 3

County Committee:
Kelly Johnson
Kim Clark
Deanna Clark

Employees may also be contacted by email at the following email address:

Next County Committee
Meeting: TBD

Kresta.Hedges@usda.gov

Dee.Harbach@usda.gov

We have started the 2020 crop reporting via mail and email. You will be
receiving maps of your acreages in the mail and we will be asking you to fill

in the fields with the crops, plant dates, etc. to begin the crop reporting
process this year.
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) signup begins May 26, 2020.
Details can be found at farmers.gov/cfap
Producers can contact the office to complete eligibility paperwork prior to the
start of signup to begin the process.

Small Business Administration’s Agricultural Assistance
The new Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act provides additional resources for
both the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and the Economic
Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program. Participation in SBA’s PPP or EIDL program does not impact producer
eligibility for USDA’s forthcoming CFAP. There is no linkage between the two programs. Likewise,
participation in SBA’s PPP or EIDL program does not impact producer eligibility for any USDA farm
program. The PPP duplicate benefit provision does not have an impact on FSA farm programs or farm loan
programs.
Paycheck Protection Program
The PPP is a guaranteed loan program administered by the SBA. The purpose of the program is to support
small businesses and help support their payroll during the coronavirus situation.
Agricultural producers, farmers, and ranchers with 500 or fewer employees whose principal place of
residence is in the United States are eligible.
Farms are eligible if:

•
•

the farm has 500 or less employees, OR
it fits within the revenue-based sized standard, which is on average annual receipts of $1M.

Additionally, farms can qualify for PPP if it meets SBA’s “alternative size standard.” The “alternative size
standard” is currently:

•
•

a maximum net worth of the business not more than $15 million, AND
the average net income Federal income taxes of the business for the two full fiscal years before the
date of the application be not more than $5 million.

Small agricultural cooperatives may receive PPP loans as long as other eligibility requirements are met.
Other forms of cooperatives may be eligible provided they comply with all other Loan Program Requirements
(as defined in 13 CFR 120.10).
In regard to H-2A or H-2B workers on payroll, only employees with a principal place of residence in the U.S.
count toward eligibility and calculation of the PPP loan amount.
SBA requires sole proprietors, independent contractors, and other eligible self-employed individuals to
provide documentation to its lender that the business was in operation as of February 15, 2020. This
documentation may include payroll processor records, payroll tax filings, or Form 1099-MISC, or income and
expenses from a sole proprietorship. For borrowers that do not have any such documentation, the borrower
must provide other supporting documentation to its lender, such as bank records, sufficient to demonstrate
the qualifying payroll amount.

Documentation options for payroll tax filings include the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•

IRS Form 941 (quarterly wages);
IRS Form 944 (calendar year wages);
State income, payroll and unemployment insurance filings;
QuickBooks;
bank repository accounts; and/or
internally generated profit and loss statements.

Some additional notes include:

•
•
•
•

Nonprofit organizations must include IRS Form 990;
Sole proprietors must include IRS Form 1040 Schedule C;
Any entity that filed IRS Form 1099-MISC must include this form;
Seasonal employers must document the period beginning February 15, 2019 through June 30, 2019

More extensive FAQs can be found at the Treasury Department’s CARES Act website.
Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program
In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, small business owners in all U.S. states, Washington
D.C., and territories are eligible to apply for an EIDL advance of up to $10,000 and borrow up to $2
million. This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are currently experiencing a temporary
loss of revenue. Loan advances will not have to be repaid.
For the first time, agricultural enterprises are now eligible for the disaster assistance from EIDL.
For more information, visit sba.gov.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by
logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disasterassistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural
disasters.
With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmerfocused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s
agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.
For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

