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More than $7 Billion Paid in Second 
Round of USDA Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
USDA announced that in the first month of the application period, 
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) approved more than $7 billion in 
payments to producers in the second round of the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program. CFAP 2 provides agricultural producers 
with financial assistance to help absorb some of the increased 
marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since CFAP 2 enrollment began on September 21, FSA has 
approved more than 443,000 applications. The top five states for 
payments are Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and Kansas. 
USDA has released a data dashboard on application progress and 
program payments and will release further updates each Monday at 
2:00 p.m. ET. The report can be viewed at farmers.gov/cfap. 

Through CFAP 2, USDA is making available up to $14 billion for 
agricultural producers who continue to face market disruptions and 
associated costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 is a separate 
program from the first iteration of CFAP (CFAP 1). Farmers and 
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ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be automatically 
enrolled and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. FSA will 
accept CFAP 2 applications through December 11, 2020. 

Eligible Commodities 

CFAP 2 supports eligible producers of row crops, livestock, 
specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture, and many other commodities, 
including many that were ineligible for CFAP 1. FSA’s CFAP 2 
Eligible Commodities Finder makes finding eligible commodities 
and payment rates simple. Access this tool and other resources at 
farmers.gov/cfap.  

Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 
application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a 
USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the 
FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center. 

FSA offers multiple options for producers to apply for CFAP 2. 
Producers with an eAuthentication account can apply online 
through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. Also available is a payment 
calculator and application generator that is an Excel workbook that 
allows producers to input information specific to their operation to 
determine estimated payments and populate the application form, 
which can be printed, signed, and submitted to the local FSA office. 
Producers can also download the CFAP 2 application and other 
eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.  

Producers of acreage-based commodities will use acreage and 
yield information provided by FSA through the annual acreage 
reporting process. Producers have the option to complete their 
application by working directly with their local FSA staff or online 
through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. 

CFAP 2 is not a loan program, and there is no cost to apply. 

More Information 

To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or 
call 877-508-8364. 

 

 
Ask USDA available to answer questions about FSA 
programs 
Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA programs and 
services. 
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Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which was decommissioned  Sept. 21, 
but it also provides information for all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA customers to 
search for and read answers about FSA programs and services in the same location as they read 
about other USDA programs and services. 

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and phone if they need more 
information. This improved customer service approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s 
OneUSDA vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping experience that covers all of 
USDA’s many programs. 

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19  

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature.  Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments.  Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will 
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into 
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources 
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Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center 
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Disaster Assistance for 2020 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Niobrara County are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the 
required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2021, for 2020 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, Please contact the 
Niobrara County FSA Office. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Laura Kessler at 307-334-2953 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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