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Message from the CED
Our office is now open to in-person appointments, provided you do not feel
ill, been exposed to COVID, or have any symptoms. Please call the office to
make an appointment to complete any FSA business if you want to meet in
person. We are also still accepting applications by phone, fax, email and
snail mail.
Producers are reminded that we are accepting acreage reports through
August 14th (this is an extended deadline). If you have not reported your
2020 crops in the office, please call to make an appointment to do so.

Program Technicians:
Kristine Crippen
Bartley Schwegler
Angela Utter

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) has a deadline of August
28th, 2020 to apply. Commodities that are most likely to be eligible for this
program in our county are cattle, sheep, 2019 corn, 2019 oats, and 2019
millet. Please take the time to review basic information about the program at
the CFAP website, it contains some pretty useful information to get you
started, including forms (all may not be needed), fact sheets, eligible
commodities, livestock classes, important dates and payment rates.

County Committee:
Amy Miller, Chairperson

We continue to watch the drought monitor closely as some of the county is
experiencing severe drought conditions. If you have NAP coverage, please

Del Tinsley, Vice Chairperson
Charles Maike II, Member

contact the office to file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the loss becoming
apparent.

Next County Committee
Meeting: August 20th @ 9:00

The website to check the drought monitor is
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. If you feel the data on this website is not
accurate, please go to the website and load your comments and
observations.

Persons with disabilities who
require accommodations to
attend or participate in this
meeting should contact Pam
Metz at 307-322-4050 extension
2 or Federal Relay Service at 1800-877-8339

Additionally, we are accepting nominations for LAA1 for the Platte County
Committee. Del Tinsley is currently serving for that area. Please contact
the office for a nomination form. All forms are due in the office no later than
the close of business Monday, August 3, 2020.
Thank you for all that you do!
-CED Pam Metz

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), which
provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application and a payment
calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff members are available via
phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The agency set up a call center in order
to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion
for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-orgreater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower
demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding for all
eligible producers who apply.
In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval of the
application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be paid at a later date
nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that
webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory records needed to
apply and calculate potential payments.
Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the online
calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your local FSA office
either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to determine the preferred method.
Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the application
is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the time of application

and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed. More information about this process is available
on farmers.gov/cfap.
More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.

Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit
drought impact and condition reports.
The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers
to report local drought impacts and conditions.
The report allows producers to:
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Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;
Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;
Report on the duration of drought event;
Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a
state;
Submit images that document the drought and its impact;
Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link:
droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/
More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor
homepage: droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx

Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers,
and FSA program participants to take part in the Platte County Committee election nomination process.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots
input and local administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary
of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery
process.
A county committee is composed of 3 to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each
year.

The area up for election this year is LAA #1 in Platte County, which is everything north of township 25 and is
currently held by Del Tinsley. For more specific information regarding the boundaries of LAA #1, or to
determine your LAA, please contact the office.
County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved
farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and
ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.
All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center
by Aug. 1, 2020. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the
FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and
operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide
the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien
Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get a loan from other sources
Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above
Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant,
along with providing adequate supervision.Stop by the county office for help preparing and
processing the application forms.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

