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From Jen's Desk........
Our office is now open to in-person appointments, provided you do not feel
ill, been exposed to COVID, or have any symptoms. Please call the office to
make an appointment to complete any FSA business if you want to meet in
person. Additionally we are also returning to our signup days in our outlying
areas. Please be patient and understanding as we are still playing the
COVID game. We can also accept applications by phone, fax, email and
pigeon.
We have several deadlines that are approaching that are applicable to
ranchers and farmers in our tri-county area. CFAP 2 (Coronavirus) if you
have sustained a loss due to COVID, please all the office to apply for
assistance. The deadline to apply is December 11, 2020. Commodities that
are most likely to be eligible in our counties are cattle, sheep, alpaca, bison,
goats, llamas (excluding breeding livestock), wool, honey, barley (feed &
malt), alfalfa, oats (grain) and triticale (grain). Please take the time to review
basic information about the program at the CFAP website, it contains some
pretty useful information to get you started, including forms (all may not be
needed), fact sheets, eligible commodities, livestock classes, important dates
and payment rates.
Click HERE for CFAP information
Wool LDP can be applied for anytime you choose or when you lose
beneficial interest in your wool (ie. sell/deliver etc) Wool LDP rates are

Program Technicians:
Ashley Simpson
Sadie Valdez

currently at $0.30/pound for ungraded wool. If you have 2020 clip, please
contact the office to see if you are eligible to apply for a LDP payment.
Sweetwater county qualified for Livestock Forage Program (LFP) for
drought. Applicants must own and/or lease livestock, have risk in nonirrigated grazing land physically located in Sweetwater County (as evidenced
by an annual acreage report (FSA-578) and/or written leases. Eligible
livestock owners must apply no later than January 30, 2021 for losses
sustained in 2020.
You can call 307-362-3062 (Sweetwater/Sublette) or 307-787- 3859
x2(Uinta) to make an appointment to conduct business by phone.

USDA to Provide Additional Direct Assistance to Farmers
and Ranchers Impacted by the Coronvirus
USDA announced up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural producers who continue to face market
disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21 and run through December 11, 2020.
Background:
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being made available from the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES Act to support row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy,
aquaculture and many additional commodities. USDA has incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 based from
stakeholder engagement and public feedback to better meet the needs of impacted farmers and ranchers.
Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices. This program
provides financial assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased marketing costs associated
with the COVID-19 pandemic. Producers will be compensated for ongoing market disruptions and assisted
with the associated marketing costs.
CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate
Crops and Sales Commodities.
Price Trigger Commodities Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5percent price decline over a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn,
sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020
planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented planting and experimental acres. Payments for price trigger
crops will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the
eligible acres multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied by a crop-specific payment
rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved yield. If the APH is
not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield
for that crop will be used.
For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production.
Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The milk
production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA.

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum owned
inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, between Apr. 16,
2020, and Aug. 31, 2020.
Flat-rate Crops Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data
available to calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied
by $15 per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet,
mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others.
Sales Commodities Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture;
other commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink
(including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included under the price
trigger category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use a sales-based
approach, where producers are paid based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales.
Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first iteration of the program. If your
agricultural operation has been impacted by the pandemic since April 2020, we encourage you to apply for
CFAP 2. A complete list of eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found on
farmers.gov/cfap.
Eligibility There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all commodities combined.
Applicants who are corporations, limited liability companies, limited partnerships may qualify for additional
payment limits when members actively provide personal labor or personal management for the farming
operation. In addition, this special payment limitation provision has been expanded to include trusts and
estates for both CFAP 1 and 2.
Producers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross Income limitation of $900,000 unless at least
75 percent or more of their income is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. Producers
must also be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions.
Applying for Assistance Producers can apply for assistance beginning Sept. 21, 2020. Applications will be
accepted through Dec. 11, 2020.
Additional information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap. Documentation to support the
producer’s application and certification may be requested. All other eligibility forms, such as those related to
adjusted gross income and payment information, can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For
existing FSA customers, including those who participated in CFAP 1, many documents are likely already on
file. Producers should check with FSA county office to see if any of the forms need to be updated.
Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a recommended first step before a producer
engages with the team at the FSA county office.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA,
Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and
schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on
health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also
required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and
they will be working with our producers in the office, by phone and using online tools. More information can
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Disaster Assistance for 2020 Livestock Forage Losses
Producers in Sweetwater County are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
benefits on native pasture.
LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting
documentation no later than January 30, 2021, for 2020 losses.
For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the
Sweetwater/Sublette County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that
Fit Their Operation
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Jennifer Dutton at 307-362-3062 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

