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Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to 
producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. 
FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm 
equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other costs including family 
living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an 
existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to make farm 
improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and 
the maximum loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down 
payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans 
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to 
exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a 
direct farm ownership or operating loan. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/27dc006


Next County Committee 
Meeting:  
March 11, 2020 at 10AM 

 

 
FSA Encourages Producers to Enroll Soon in Agriculture 
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the Agriculture Risk 
Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. March 16, 2020 is the enrollment deadline for the 
2019 crop year. 

Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA anticipates 1.5 million producers will 
enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears. 

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff.  Because of the 
importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your program 
delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA county office and 
make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts signed well ahead of the 
deadlines. 

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues and 
are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. 

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 
2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office unless yield updates are requested. Additionally, farm 
owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect beginning with crop year 
2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and enrollments may be 
completed during the same office visit.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm bills 
comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To 
enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment. 

 
The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of 
surveys every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. 

Producers who receive survey questionnaires should respond quickly and online if possible. 

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental rates for 
the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90faadfc63e47d45f7508d799d0b87e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637146994033875406&reserved=0&sdata=JK5MDjrAUaio%2Fj9PfP8gvgj5Q%2FVuu1iESaY7mGbkP1U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Farc-plc_overview_fact_sheet-aug_2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90faadfc63e47d45f7508d799d0b87e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637146994033875406&reserved=0&sdata=ztcHobFxbL0rhSEWwUBR2SPvSYdTuc8jUk4oI2vUG54%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Farc-plc_farm_bill_comparisons-fact_sheet-aug-2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90faadfc63e47d45f7508d799d0b87e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637146994033875406&reserved=0&sdata=ztcHobFxbL0rhSEWwUBR2SPvSYdTuc8jUk4oI2vUG54%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Farc-plc_farm_bill_comparisons-fact_sheet-aug-2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637182643851291249&sdata=6%2B1016NL91T%2BsgqkFv%2BHCIssfDYv%2Fi53XWmrKzt09o4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate 
others on the importance of agriculture. 

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that no 
individual operation or producer can be identified. 

NASS data is available online at www.nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick Stats 
database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be. 

 
Livestock Inventory Records 
Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in the 
event of a natural disaster. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of 
loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or 
feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when 
the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts; 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 2, 2020 2019 LIP Application for Payment filing and supporting 
documentation submission deadline 

March 16, 2020 
Enrollment deadline for 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs (ARC/PLC) 

June 30, 2020 
Enrollment deadline for 2020 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs (ARC/PLC) 

July 15, 2020 Acreage (Crop) Reporting deadline for Spring Planted Crops and 
Perennial Forage 

• NAP Notice of Loss for Crops must be filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the 
disaster or when losses become apparent, or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637182643851291249&sdata=CiRX9%2BP45Orp4CfbXlC2TT%2FZzTAfF9KCOZTGzse%2FwmY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquickstats.nass.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637182643851301245&sdata=HhiIdUTlTBUw6CRreP%2BggHOL2h%2BC7SHRmd2gtvbch8c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquickstats.nass.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637182643851301245&sdata=HhiIdUTlTBUw6CRreP%2BggHOL2h%2BC7SHRmd2gtvbch8c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Ffeature%3Dyoutu.be%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3Dm-4zjnh26io&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637182643851301245&sdata=G%2BIKvjmatru0hsLzr2LrPrypEl%2B9q8MMBhj0wstlXZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Ffeature%3Dyoutu.be%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3Dm-4zjnh26io&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1d7b39ac7d324f40249308d7ba3d16d3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637182643851301245&sdata=G%2BIKvjmatru0hsLzr2LrPrypEl%2B9q8MMBhj0wstlXZo%3D&reserved=0


• LIP Notice of Loss for Livestock Losses must be filed within 30 calendar days of when 
the loss is first apparent. 

• Leases and/or Land Ownership including operational changes must be reported 
within 30 calendar days of change to avoid late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or ineligibility 
for program participation 

 
 

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact Peggy Livingston at 307-746-
2701 extension 2 or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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