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Farmers and Ranchers in Wyoming Can
Now Apply for Financial Assistance
through USDA’s Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP), which provides direct payments to offset
impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application and a payment
calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
staff members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers
complete applications. The agency set up a call center in order to simplify
how they serve new customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP,
USDA is making available $16 billion for vital financial assistance to
producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-orgreater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant
marketing costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and
disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure
the availability of funding for all eligible producers who apply.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total
payment upon approval of the application. The remaining portion of the
payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be paid at a later date
nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that
webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory records needed to
apply and calculate potential payments.
Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-5088364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first step before a
producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.
Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the online
calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your local FSA office
either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to determine the preferred method.
Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the application
is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the time of application
and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.
Additional Commodities
USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential inclusion in
CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not currently eligible for
CFAP, that the public believes to have either:
1.
2.
3.

suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or
not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.

More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.
More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will continue with
appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the office, they will be
working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center visitors
wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service
Center agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information
can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports
Due to the pandemic, FSA has implemented acreage reporting flexibilities. To complete your acreage report,
please call the Weston County FSA office to schedule an appointment. FSA can work with producers to file
timely acreage reports by phone, email, online tools and virtual meetings as well as by appointment in person.
The Weston County FSA office provided maps to producers along with instructions for completing and
returning the maps through either mail or email. If you have not received yours and you have either perennial
forage or you planted this spring, please contact our office.
After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software updates and
send producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers must return the
signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail or email by August 15, 2020.
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
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If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer has not timely filed an acreage report, the producer may file the acreage report within
30 days of the acreage reporting date. Because of the pandemic, late fees will be waived if filed
within the 30 days.
Applications can also be submitted for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus for 2018
and 2019 as well as other disaster assistance programs that may be able to assist producers at this
time.
When producers are working with FSA staff – either in-person or virtually – they can also take care
of applications for other FSA programs, including the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. A
CFAP Call Center is available for producers who would like additional one-on-one support with the
CFAP application process. Please call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready
to offer assistance. The CFAP Call Center can provide service to non-English speaking customers.
Customers will select 1 for English and 2 to speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other
languages, customers select 1 and indicate their language to the Call Center staff.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
FSA is also providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or crops
that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events. For insured crops, producers
who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company but filed a Notice of
Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for FSA purposes. For
uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss by calling their FSA county office.

For questions, Contact your Weston County USDA Service Center at 307-746-2701 extension 2 or visit
farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm
operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities.
For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply
for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed
loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to
95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make
agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and farm
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans
through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning farmer,
niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operating finance
needs. To learn more about microloans, visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for
direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for less
than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

WDA Launches Wyoming Ag Stress Resource
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) has launched a web resource focused on supporting
Wyoming producers with agriculture related stress and mental health.
Agriculture producers have faced significant challenges in recent years like the coronavirus pandemic,
regulatory difficulties, market uncertainty, significant weather events, and more. With so many factors out of a
producer’s control, this profession can be overwhelmingly stressful at times. In response, the WDA pulled
together a variety of information and resources to support those dealing with ag-related stress.
“Agriculture and the people involved in this industry are the backbone of our state,” said Doug Miyamoto,
Director of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture. “We recognize that this industry is difficult and these can
be challenging times for our producers so we gathered and compiled a wide variety of information on this
page as a resource to assist in the well-being of our Wyoming producers.”
The site has useful links and resources from numerous groups across the U.S. who have been working to
address the issue of ag-related stress and suicide. This page acts as a clearinghouse for resources available
to those directly and indirectly involved in the agriculture industry. There is information for spouses and family
members as well. The WDA highlights resources from other organizations, educational institutions, and
government entities in one, easy to access location so those seeking information can quickly find the content
and resources they need.
“Resources on this site will help with stress management, financial challenges, interpersonal difficulties, legal
issues, and many other needs our producers may have,” said Miyamoto. “We hope those who need it use
these resources to help themselves, or someone they care for, so we can continue the great agriculture
tradition of lending a helping hand to our neighbors and communities in times of need.”
Visit https://agriculture.wy.gov/about-us/ag-stress to see the Wyoming Ag Stress page and all of the
resources available.

Dates to Remember
July 15

Formal acre reporting deadline for spring planted and perennial forage

August 1

Nomination forms for the 2020 LAA#3 Election due to the Weston County FSA Office

August 15

Final date to certify acre report for spring planted crops and perennial forage without
incurring late fees

August 28

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) application deadline

September 7

Office closed for Labor Day

September 30

Deadline to request a PLC yield update
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NAP Notice of Loss for Crops must be filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster
or when losses become apparent, or 15 days of the final harvest date.
LIP Notice of Loss for Livestock Losses must be filed within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
first apparent.
Leases and/or Land Ownership including operational changes must be reported within 30
calendar days of change to avoid late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or ineligibility for program
participation

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact Peggy Livingston at 307-7462701 extension 2 or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

