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USDA Offers Additional Assistance for 
Certain Producers Through Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional 
assistance through the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP), expanding eligibility for some agricultural producers and 
commodities as well as updating payments to accurately 
compensate some producers who already applied for the program. 
Producers who are now eligible and those who need to modify 
existing applications due to these updates can contact USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) between Jan. 19 and Feb. 26. Some of 
these changes are being made to align with the recently enacted 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 while others are 
discretionary changes being made in response to ongoing 
evaluation of CFAP.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2ba7af8
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fxx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922362026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=54u5RBvKr4b7WkUT4iu6BHWd25OopbOc8iSQQOuJg%2BU%3D&reserved=0


To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wy 

  

  

Expanded Eligibility for CFAP 2 

• Contract producers of swine, broilers, laying hens, chicken 
eggs and turkeys who suffered a drop in revenue in 2020 
as compared to their 2019 revenue because of the 
pandemic are now eligible for assistance. 

• Producers of pullets and turfgrass sod are also now eligible 
for CFAP payments.   

Updated Payment Calculations for CFAP 2 

• FSA has also adjusted the sales commodities calculation to 
take into account crop year 2019 crop insurance 
indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program-
Plus(WHIP+) payments to more accurately represent what 
a producer would have marketed if not for a cause of loss. 
This change impacts specialty crops, aquaculture, tobacco, 
specialty livestock, nursery crops and floriculture, for 
CFAP2. 

• Additionally, FSA adjusted the payment calculation for 
certain row crops for CFAP 2, specifically those where a 
producer had crop insurance coverage but not an available 
2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved yield.   

CFAP 1 ‘Top-up’ Payments for Swine 

• FSA is providing an additional CFAP 1 inventory payment 
for swine to help producers who face continuing market 
disruptions from changes in U.S. meat consumption due to 
the pandemic.  

o Swine producers with approved CFAP 1 
applications will soon automatically receive an 
additional $17 per head “top-up” payment.   

More Information 

Newly eligible producers can submit a new CFAP 2 application or 
producers who need to modify an existing one can do so between 
Jan. 19 and Feb. 26, 2021, by contacting their local USDA Service 
Center. New applicants can also obtain one-on-one support with 
applications by calling 877-508-8364. Learn more at 
farmers.gov/cfap. 

In addition to the changes being made to CFAP, per language in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, FSA will extend 2020 
Marketing Assistance Loans to provide additional flexibilities for 
farmers. FSA is also preparing to move forward on implementation 
of the remaining provisions of the recently passed Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021. 
 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wy


USDA Offers New Forest Management Incentive for 
Conservation Reserve Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available $12 million to forest landowners 
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) who want to implement healthy forest 
management practices. Producers can now signup for the Forest Management Incentive (FMI), 
which provides incentives to landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree thinning and 
other practices. 

Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is dedicated to forestland. But these 
nearly 2 million acres of CRP forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous benefits for 
natural resources by reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality, increasing water quantity and 
diversifying local farm operations and rural economies. 

Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP contracts involving forest cover can 
enroll. This does not include active CRP contracts that expire within two years. Existing CRP 
participants interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning must comply with the standards and 
specifications established in their CRP contract. 

CRP participants receive the incentive payment once tree thinning and other authorized forest 
management practices are completed. 

The incentive payment is the lower of these two options: 

• The actual cost of completing the practice; or 
• 75% of the payment rate offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), if the practice is offered through NRCS conservation programs. 

More on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the 
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this month. Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks. 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 
85%, respectively. 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road. 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times. 

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds. 

 



More Information 

CRP signup begins today, January 19, 2021. FSA will announce deadline later this year. Interested 
producers should contact their local FSA county office.    

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, NRCS, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 
appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on 
health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors 
are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field work will continue with 
appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be 
working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More information can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 
Quality Loss Assistance Now Available for Eligible Producers 
Affected by 2018, 2019 Natural Disasters  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
signup for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program will begin Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021. Funded 
by the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020, this new program provides assistance to 
producers who suffered eligible crop quality losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2018 and 
2019. The deadline to apply for QLA is Friday, March 5, 2021. 

Eligible Crops 

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, 
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. 

Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be eligible; however, 
crops that were destroyed before harvest are not eligible. Crop quality losses occurring after 
harvest, due to deterioration in storage, or that could have been mitigated, are also not eligible. 

Assistance is based on a producer’s harvested affected production of an eligible crop, which must 
have had at least a 5% quality loss reflected through a quality discount; or for forage crops, a 
nutrient loss, such as total digestible nutrients. 

Qualifying Disaster Events 

Losses must have been a result of a qualifying disaster event (hurricane, excessive moisture, flood, 
qualifying drought, tornado, typhoon, volcanic activity, snowstorm, or wildfire) or related condition 
that occurred in calendar years 2018 and/or 2019. 

Assistance is available for eligible producers in counties that received a qualifying Presidential 
Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation because of one or more of the 
qualifying disaster events or related conditions. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C678e3f637f0141c56a8a08d86a0b0a6e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637375942935598819&reserved=0&sdata=vhnWb5I7oGyEMJDch%2FpMe0OMOkpyvlpJKKnSmUkHg2M%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.govcoronavirus%2F&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922371979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=z4IWn3wDFN2xMZUIpd6eIi%2FIeNS9hqe1mKJiryznuf0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922371979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wqp95FwCz%2BK7Hv0rjtE0PpGnY26aU1YEm4fq013iDAo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922371979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wqp95FwCz%2BK7Hv0rjtE0PpGnY26aU1YEm4fq013iDAo%3D&reserved=0


Lists of counties with Presidential Emergency Disaster Declarations and Secretarial Disaster 
Designations for all qualifying disaster events for 2018 and 2019 are available here. For drought, 
producers are eligible for QLA if the loss occurred in an area within a county rated by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor as having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher intensity level during 2018 or 2019. 

Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration or designation may still apply but 
must also provide supporting documentation to establish that the crop was directly affected by a 
qualifying disaster event. 

To determine QLA eligibility and payments, FSA considers the total quality loss caused by all 
qualifying natural disasters in cases where a crop was impacted by multiple events. 

Applying for QLA 

When applying, producers are asked to provide verifiable documentation to support claims of quality 
loss or nutrient loss in the case of forage crops. For crops that have been sold, grading must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest, and for forage crops, a laboratory analysis must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest. 

Some acceptable forms of documentation include sales receipts from buyers, settlement sheets, 
truck or warehouse scale tickets, written sales contracts, similar records that represent actual and 
specific quality loss information, and forage tests for nutritional values. 

Payments Calculations and Limitations 

QLA payments are based on formulas for the type of crop (forage or non-forage) and loss 
documentation submitted. Based on this documentation FSA is calculating payments based on the 
producer’s own individual loss or based on the county average loss. More information on payments 
can be found on farmers.gov/quality-loss. 

FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated. 

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal entity may 
receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation (including a general 
partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by the number of persons and legal 
entities that comprise the ownership of the joint operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for 
QLA payment if the person’s or legal entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, 
unless at least 75% is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers receiving QLA Program payments are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP 
coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. Wildlife and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) participants who already met the WHIP+ requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage are considered to have thereby met the requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage for QLA. If eligible, QLA participants may meet the 
insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm Revenue Protection coverage offered 
through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. More Information For more information, visit 
farmers.gov/quality-loss, or contact your local USDA Service Center. Producers can also obtain 
one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus/eligible-counties?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922381940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E2Z4el5ET2zs1HqLMJDgC6K3VaDhbwbr808ESJLbwF4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922381940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=E2Z4el5ET2zs1HqLMJDgC6K3VaDhbwbr808ESJLbwF4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/quality-loss?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C69a814111c2749a093bd08d8be2ba2eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637468441922381940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tNSxkuguk0W668O75P9rra1%2FDdP%2Fu%2B%2BmY2No0JBCv%2B8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/quality-loss?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
USDA Announces Increase to Certain Incentive Payments for 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive payments for practices installed on land 
enrolled in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is upping the Practice Incentive Payment for installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent. 
Additionally, producers will receive a 10 percent incentive payment for water quality practices on 
land enrolled in CRP’s continuous signup.  FSA administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain 
conservation practices with signup available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided 
the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed 
the number of acres FSA is allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the 
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this month. Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks; 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 
85%, respectively; 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road; 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times; and 

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing 
the environmental footprint of  U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the Department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, 
and research to position American agriculture to better meet future global demands.  

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov,  or contact your local FSA county office.    

 
Heading 6 Here  Heirs’ Property Landowners  
USDA recently launched a new website for producers to find information on heirs’ property. 

Heirs’ property is family owned land that is jointly owned by descendants of a deceased person 
whose estate did not clear probate. The descendants, or heirs, have the right to use the property, 
but they do not have a clear or marketable title to the property since the estate issues remain 
unresolved. 

http://www.usda.gov/aia?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7C4c7ee196c53d4cecaaff08d89baeb29a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637430521918685890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=tRuYCkrq69MOXnd6N1v3H9Zr%2FTR6uMoLS%2FiCgoBJAVw%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The 2018 Farm Bill authorized alternative documentation for heirs’ property operators to establish a 
farm number. A farm number is required to be eligible for many different USDA programs, including 
lending, disaster relief programs, and participation in county committees. 

For more information visit farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners. 

Additional USDA Programs and Services 

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation 
programs to support farmers, including heirs’ property landowners once they have a farm number. 

USDA also has several special provisions and resources for heirs’ property landowners, including: 

• Targeted funding through farm loans 
• Crop insurance benefits 
• Conservation program benefits 

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19  

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature.  Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments.  Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 

https://www.farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

 
Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required 
for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 
help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm 
and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. 
Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm 
Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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