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Message From Your County Office 

A new year is officially here! We have had an incredibly busy fall and are headed into an 

incredibly busy winter and spring as well. To date, the Goshen County FSA has paid out 

over $13 million into the community since April. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 

we continue to be open for phone appointments and email only.  

In the recent COC election that took place in December for LAA 2, the elected candidate is 

Steve Schmick. We would like to thank Dave Unverzagt for his 9 years of dedication, 

knowledge, and service to the Goshen County FSA Committee.  

We have multiple programs holding active sign-ups currently. These include: 2021 ARC/

PLC, 2020 LFP, and CRP. Additionally, we will begin a sign-up for CFAP 3 soon. If you 

would like to sign up for any of these programs please contact the office by phone or email.  

Contacts for Programs: 

ARC/PLC– Kate Jackson– Katherine.jackson@usda.gov & 

                   Leisha Orr– Leisha.orr@usda.gov 

CFAP, MAL, OCCSP– Jennifer Baumgartner– Jennifer.baumgartner@usda.gov 

CRP– Kate Jackson– Katherine.jackson@usda.gov & 

           Courtney Yelton– Courtney.yelton@usda.gov 

LFP– Kate Jackson– Katherine.jackson@usda.gov & 

          Brian McKenna– brian.mckenna@usda.gov 

Important Dates/ Deadlines to Remember 

Jan. 4– General CRP Sign-Up Opens 

Jan. 18– Office Closed– Martin Luther King Day 

Feb. 1– LFP Sign-Up Deadline 

Feb. 12– General CRP Sign-Up Closes 

Feb. 15– Office Closed– President’s Day 

Mar. 15– CRP Grasslands Sign-Up Opens 

Apr. 23– CRP Grasslands Sign-Up Closes 

   
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 

USDA recently announced the 2021 signup periods for general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and CRP Grasslands offers. General  
signup for CRP will be open from January 4, 2021 to February 12, 2012; signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 15, 2021 to April 23, 
2021. Both programs are competitive and provide annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.  
 
CRP and the many focused programs that come under it, like CRP Grasslands, are some of the most critical tools to help producers better 
manage their operations while conserving natural resources.  CRP has proven to protect the Nation’s valuable resources. Next year’s signup 
gives farmers and ranchers an opportunity to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation for another term. 
 
Producers may apply by contacting their FSA office.  
 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact  Courtney Yelton at 307-532-

4880, extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



Disaster Assistance for 2020 Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in Goshen County are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on native and 
improved pasture.  

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash 
leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of qualifying 
drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally managed lands due to 
qualifying fire.   
 
You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than February 1, 2021, for 2020 losses.  

Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 

Loss Coverage Programs for 2021 

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) pro-
grams for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened Tuesday, Oct. 13.  These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net 
programs help producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion in payments are in the 
process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year. 

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021. 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines below a specified guaranteed level. 
PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its refer-
ence price.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.  

2021 Elections and Enrollment 

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for the 2021 crop 
year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment (signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer 
has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract. 

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current election for crops on the farm from 
the prior crop year. 

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during those signups. Farm owners cannot en-
roll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.   

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must protect all 
cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or indi-
vidual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural 
practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, 
the County Committee may elect to terminate your contract for the program year.   

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered 
and the chance of spoilage increases. 

If you take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral, remember that you are responsible for 
maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 



Making Farm Reconstitutions  

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon 
— is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested by August 1 of the 
FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is 
considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such 
as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate 
 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) 
an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part 
of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must have been owned for at least 
three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting 

tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 
 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract 
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 

 For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your Goshen County USDA Service Center at 307-532-4880 x2. 

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran, or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or 
socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental pay-
ments to the landowner or operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires.  

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants must 
agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract 
to a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.  

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning two years 
before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of 
the affected lands. New landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or farming 
methods. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in Financial Penalties 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written authoriza-
tion from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispo-
sitions are severe and your name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul 
any grain under loan. 



USDA Farm Service Agency 

Goshen County Office 

1441 East M Street, Suite C 

Torrington, WY 82240 

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of address, zip code, 
phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also report changes 
in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your oper-
ation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the County 
Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your Goshen  County USDA Service Center at 307-532-4880 x2.  

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,       

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or     

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  


