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CED Comments and Upcoming Deadlines 
It is already February, we are now a year into the COVID-19 
pandemic, temperatures are dropping, and we are still very much in 
need of rain and snow. 

The CRP Sign-Up has been extended. If you are interested in 
offering your ground for CRP please contact the office by phone or 
email and we will get your offer run. 

Additionally, many of you received a bright orange paper in the mail 
asking you to make your election for the 2021 ARC/PLC Sign-Up. 
Please return these to the office so we can get your contracts sent 
out to you for signature. For any questions please contact Leisha 
and she will get you squared away. 

We are also finishing up on the 2020 LFP sign-up. While the 
deadline to apply has past (February 1), if you previously contacted 
the office you have been placed on a register and are still eligible 
for the program. If you are on the register, please watch for our 
requests for additional documentation or papers needing your 
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signature. We are trying to get these finished up and paid as 
quickly as possible. 

Now is a great time to get caught up on your farm records. If you 
bought or sold some ground, picked up a new lease, or want to 
double check your farms, now is the perfect opportunity. Please 
contact the office to discuss these changes. 

Finally, if you have livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
and are interested in the LIP program (see below), the key is 
documentation. Take pictures, contact the office for a 3rd party 
certification form, and document more. Documenting the weather 
with pictures can also be helpful. When in doubt, document, 
document, document. 

Upcoming Deadlines and Dates: 
February 15- President's Day- Office Closed 
March 15- ARC/PLC Sign-Up Deadline 
July 15-Spring Planted Crop Reporting Deadline 

 

 
USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance 
Loans Now Extended to 12 Months 
Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s implementation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act of 2020. The loans now mature at 12 months rather than nine, and this 
flexibility is available for most commodities. 

The maturity extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2018, 2019 and 2020. Eligible 
open loans must be in good standing with a maturity date of March 31, 2020, or later or new crop 
year (2019 or 2020) loans requested by September 30, 2020. All new loans requested by 
September 30, 2020, will have a maturity date 12 months following the date of approval. 

The maturity extension for current, active loans will be automatically extended an additional three 
months. Loans that matured March 31 have already been automatically extended by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). Producers who prefer a nine-month loan will need to contact their local FSA 
county office. Loans requested after September 30, 2020, will have a nine-month term. 

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland and extra-
long staple), dry peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium 
grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including 
canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed. 
Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible. 

For more information on MALs, contact your Goshen County USDA Service Center at 307-532-
4880 x2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
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The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock 
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry 
and management. 

For 2020 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first 
apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no 
later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition 
occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 
2021. 

For more information, contact the Goshen County USDA Service Center at 307-532-4880 x2 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small, 
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beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a 
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Courtney Yelton at 307-532-4880 x2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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