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Niobrara County Notes 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

We would like to remind everyone that we are winding down on our 
Livestock Forage Program for the drought and if you have not yet 
applied for this program and wish to, please be sure contact the 
office so that we can get the application process started, as the 
deadline for LFP for 2020 losses is February 1, 2021. 

A General CRP Signup will begin January 4, 2021, and runs 
through February 12, 2021. In addition to that, a CRP Grasslands 
Signup will begin March 15, 2021, and will run through April 23, 
2021. For more information about these programs and the signup 
process, please read the article below. 

We also want to remind everyone that as we enter the time of year 
that we will see adverse weather, if you have livestock losses due 
to inclement weather please remember to contact the office within 
30 days of losses becoming apparent to you. 

As always please keep us informed of any new lease changes, 
ground purchases, banking changes, or if you change how you are 
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operating, so we that can keep our records as accurate as 
possible.  

Also, please note that the office is still closed to in-office business. 
The entryway is open, and you can always stop by and do business 
out front, but we encourage producers to call the office before 
making a trip into town, or if business can be done via mail, email, 
or fax, we can make use of those modes of communication when 
possible. 

                                                                 -Niobrara County FSA 
Staff 
 
Many of you know, but for those who do not, I will be leaving 
Niobrara County and I will miss working with all of you.  I really 
enjoyed getting to know all of you and wish you the best in all your 
future ventures.  With that being said, please make sure when 
emailing documents in from now on to please send them to 
kimberly.nusbaum@usda.gov.  Also, please know, since the office 
will be understaffed it is very important that you make appointments 
if you are needing to do any business.  Please be patient, as the 
office is still very busy with program work and now will be doing 
business with one less employee for the time being.     – Laura 

  

Please note the following important dates and deadlines: 
February 1, 2021 – Deadline for applying for 2020 losses under 
LFP, LIP and ELAP 

February 15, 2021 – Office Closed – President’s Day 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss – File 
LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 

  

 

 
Apply for Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Niobrara County are eligible to apply for 2020 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) benefits on native and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
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livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must complete an CCC-853 and the 
required supporting documentation no later than February 1, 2021, for 2020 losses. 

For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your 
Niobrara County USDA Service Center at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA to Open Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
and CRP Grasslands in Early 2021 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the signup periods for the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and the CRP Grasslands in 2021. Signup for general CRP 
will be open from Jan. 4, 2021, to Feb. 12, 2021, and signup for CRP Grasslands runs from March 
15, 2021 to April 23, 2021. Both programs are competitive and provide annual rental payments for 
land devoted to conservation purposes. 

Enrollment Options 

CRP―General Signup 

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife 
habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits 
to the nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup is held annually. The competitive 
general signup includes increased opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State 
Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative. 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and 
pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. Protecting 
grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and 
animal populations and improves environmental quality. A separate CRP Grasslands signup is 
offered each year following general signup. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the 
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this December. Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks; 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 
percent, respectively; 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road; 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times; and 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6aa5052f56104457f2a108d8c30eb1f1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637473815169921428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HaxddayEMj0I3Cu8BLbcFQEWDwZbjvHG9rvx7v8KMl0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fconservation-reserve_program-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6aa5052f56104457f2a108d8c30eb1f1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637473815169921428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PNeVk7wgUyq1JHE93oTTBqULLia%2Bi09Xj8KxHtki%2Fq0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fcrp_safe_initiative-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6aa5052f56104457f2a108d8c30eb1f1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637473815169931378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S8rj%2BRkwRBT%2BOHXY9w7jR5%2BxT1q3mvMk4NdXsTinJrs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fcrp_safe_initiative-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6aa5052f56104457f2a108d8c30eb1f1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637473815169931378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S8rj%2BRkwRBT%2BOHXY9w7jR5%2BxT1q3mvMk4NdXsTinJrs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-grasslands-signup_fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6aa5052f56104457f2a108d8c30eb1f1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637473815169931378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BQv2UWmLzUF%2FZ4L9fIRym7v6XZFqgQ48%2BRSo%2BFCd%2BNI%3D&reserved=0


• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing 
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, Secretary Perdue 
announced the department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position 
American agriculture to better meet future global demands. 

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact the Niobrara County FSA Office at 307-
334-2953, Ext. 2. 

 
Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products 
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's 
Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the product.  If a lien is found you are 
required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as that of the Seller.  Ag Products 
include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, 
etc.), machinery, equipment and all other crops.  Failure to place the lien holder's name on the 
check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the product.  Protect 
yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or 00-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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