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Niobrara County Notes 
Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers! 

As we continue to endure restrictions due to COVID, please 
remember that while we aren’t open to the public for in-office 
business, we are here and available via telephone or email, so 
please feel free to call us if there’s anything we can assist you with.  
 
We hope that everyone made it through the recent snow storms 
relatively well. If you did encounter any problems, please be sure to 
notify us so that we can assist you in any way possible. Primarily, if 
you lost any livestock due to weather conditions, those losses could 
be eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Any losses 
need to be reported to the office within 30 days of becoming 
apparent to you.  
 
Also, for those who raise sheep, the LDP rate on wool is currently 
$.40/pound. If you’ve already shorn for 2021, you can either certify 
to your production or if you’ve delivered wool already, be sure to 
bring us your receipt to complete an application for 2021 Wool LDP. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2c90d55
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Fwebapp%3Farea%3Dhome%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Dlanding%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604270315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ezHs8uWOFsDjuLZ8j96xX4tb0dt5stwaZcnOwn4QN2w%3D&reserved=0
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Kurt Gaukel 
Jason ZumBrunnen  
Joe Kruse 

Carol Geisinger, COC Advisor 

Next County Committee 
Meeting: TBD 

  

If you are interested in obtaining coverage on any spring seeded 
crops, please check with the Niobrara County FSA Office to 
determine eligibility of that crop for the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP). The deadline to obtain coverage for 
2021 is April 1, 2021. 

As we get closer to spring, please remember that the acreage 
reporting deadline for 2021 is July 15, 2021, but as you begin 
seeding crops this spring, please be sure to notify the office once 
you’ve completed your spring planting so that a revised acreage 
report can be filed. 

Please remember the importance of keeping the office up to date 
on all changes to your operation. This includes changes in 
operation of land, bank account changes, membership changes to 
your entity, to name a few. Keeping us informed will prevent any 
future delays in program benefits. 

-Niobrara County FSA Staff 

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:  
April 1, 2021 – Deadline to purchase NAP Coverage on Spring 
Seeded Crops 

April 9, 2021 – Deadline to apply for Quality Loss Program 

July 15, 2021 – 2021 Acreage Reporting Deadline 

Within 15 days of noticing crop loss – File NAP Notice of Loss 

Within 30 days of noticing livestock, pasture, or feed loss – File 
LIP/ELAP Notice of Loss 

 

 
Wool Triggers Loan Deficiency Payment in Niobrara County  
If you raise sheep in Niobrara County, you may be eligible for loan deficiency payments (LDPs) from 
the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

LDPs and marketing assistance loans (MALs) are marketing tools that are available during or after 
shearing. 

MALs help producers meet cash flow needs without selling commodities when market prices are at 
harvest-time lows. Producers who are eligible for marketing loans, but choose to forgo the loan, are 
eligible for LDPs if the posted county price falls below the county loan rate. 

Producers can purchase a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan 
collateral. Daily LDP rates are available online at fsa.usda.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604280272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ghsCxDRze5h8bs1cefhRY0SKj0O%2BWZjV%2By6DiZ039P4%3D&reserved=0


Rules related to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant no longer 
apply to LDPs. 

For more information, contact your Niobrara County USDA Service Center at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 
Niobrara County Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline of April 1, 2021. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available. 

The deadline to obtain NAP coverage on all spring seeded crops is April 1, 2021. 

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 
of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop 
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic 
level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can 
use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your Niobrara USDA Service 
Center at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if 
the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604280272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lFu2MwagsOqGSiyCMQeOcvXuuBLq2q7qvnXtoNC8VQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604290227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DQ2AdUofhEFrbIPMUme75Nw9jQ2TBXfW6%2BVrPHDsvLg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604290227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DQ2AdUofhEFrbIPMUme75Nw9jQ2TBXfW6%2BVrPHDsvLg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604290227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dwThYS6Fmdvm5MaeHHQFT6NKrevxXdZsfAjQNGH47ds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fewebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Fcostestimator%2FDefault.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604300184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Cae0oRnWV3PiN%2FG%2BT422hu6q8vqtxeLGYoPkVYBaEqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1f20b5b1d20344330fe308d8ee09ac1a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637521072604300184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nUleQ1HsgUNz6xWF9614fjNTaY3UD106%2BHXM609KPG0%3D&reserved=0


The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small, 
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a 
farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact Kimberly Nusbaum at 307-334-2953, Ext. 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7C53ea88ff4e7d4004861a08d8c9eb65bf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637481360142442794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=fj7P7von7Erq6LAJhqCejOb2u3lIG21QqO0lua%2BXKag%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fmicroloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7C53ea88ff4e7d4004861a08d8c9eb65bf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637481360142452750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=loMBupPLzoxmRCBQmZBfGJmJ%2F469Ajy8Ak4PoKAwcfs%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ffarmloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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