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County Office News 
Greetings! 

Our office is closed to all visitors. Please call the office to make a phone 
appointment to complete any FSA business. We are also still doing business 
by phone, fax, email and snail mail. 

We will start accepting applications again for the 2nd round of the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). This is open for any 
producer who did not apply for the 2nd round of CFAP between August & 
December 2020. Please see the article below for signup information. 

It is calving & lambing season, which we know can make for some long days 
& nights. Please remember that now is a good time to ensure record keeping 
is part of your calving & lambing process. Good records are critical when 
disaster strikes, and you need to apply for assistance through and of our 
livestock programs. Thorough records help us be able to help you! 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

• April 1 – Final date to purchase Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance program coverage for spring planted crops. 
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Angela Utter 
angela.utter@usda.gov 

County Committee:  
Amy Miller, Chairperson  
Charles Maike II, Vice 
Chairperson 
Dareth Smialek, Member 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  April 15th @ 9:00 am 

Persons with disabilities who 
require accommodations to 
attend or participate in this 
meeting should contact Pam 
Metz at 307-322-4050 extension 
2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-
800-877-8339 

• April 9 – Final date to apply for the Quality Loss Program for 2018 & 
2019 crops 

• May 31 – Office closed for Memorial Day holiday 
• July 15 – Deadline to report grass, CRP and spring/summer planted 

crops 

-Platte County FSA Staff 

 

 

Livestock Inventory Records Important for Disaster 
Programs 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of 
loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or 
feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the 
loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 
For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Platte County USDA Service Center 
at 307-322-4050 ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
After Identifying Gaps in Previous Aid, USDA Announces 
‘Pandemic Assistance for Producers’ to Distribute 
Resources More Equitably  
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that USDA is establishing new programs and efforts to 
bring financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 market 
disruptions. The new initiative—USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers—will reach a broader set of 
producers than in previous COVID-19 aid programs. USDA is dedicating at least $6 billion toward the new 
programs. The Department will also develop rules for new programs that will put a greater emphasis on 
outreach to small and socially disadvantaged producers, specialty crop and organic producers, timber 
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harvesters, as well as provide support for the food supply chain and producers of renewable fuel, among 
others. Existing programs like the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) will fall within the new 
initiative and, where statutory authority allows, will be refined to better address the needs of producers. 

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers was needed, said Vilsack, after a review of previous COVID-
19 assistance programs targeting farmers identified a number of gaps and disparities in how assistance was 
distributed as well as inadequate outreach to underserved producers and smaller and medium operations. 

USDA will reopen sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 2021. The USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has committed at least $2.5 million to improve outreach for CFAP 2 and will establish 
partnerships with organizations with strong connections to socially disadvantaged communities to ensure 
they are informed and aware of the application process. 

The payments announced today (under Part 3, below) will go out under the existing CFAP rules; however, 
future opportunities for USDA Pandemic Assistance will be reviewed for verified need and during the 
rulemaking process, USDA will look to make eligibility more consistent with the Farm Bill. Moving forward, 
USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers will utilize existing programs, such as the Local Agricultural 
Marketing Program, Farming Opportunities Training and Outreach, and Specialty Crop Block Grant Program, 
and others to enhance educational and market opportunities for agricultural producers.  

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers – 4 Parts Announced Today  

Part 1: Investing $6 Billion to Expand Help & Assistance to More Producers    

USDA will dedicate at least $6 billion to develop a number of new programs or modify existing proposals 
using discretionary funding from the Consolidated Appropriations Act and other coronavirus funding that went 
unspent by the previous administration. Where rulemaking is required, it will commence this spring. These 
efforts will include assistance for: 

• Dairy farmers through the Dairy Donation Program or other means: 
• Euthanized livestock and poultry; 
• Biofuels; 
• Specialty crops, beginning farmers, local, urban and organic farms; 
• Costs for organic certification or to continue or add conservation activities 
• Other possible expansion and corrections to CFAP that were not part of today’s announcement 

such as to support dairy or other livestock producers; 
• Timber harvesting and hauling; 
• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other protective measures for food and farm 

workers and specialty crop and seafood producers, processors and distributors; 
• Improving the resilience of the food supply chain, including assistance to meat and poultry 

operations to facilitate interstate shipment; 
• Developing infrastructure to support donation and distribution of perishable commodities, including 

food donation and distribution through farm-to-school, restaurants or other community 
organizations; and 

• Reducing food waste.   

Part 2: Adding $500 Million of New Funding to Existing Programs 

USDA expects to begin investing approximately $500 million in expedited assistance through several existing 
programs this spring, with most by April 30. This new assistance includes: 



• $100 million in additional funding for the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program, administered by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), which enhances the competitiveness of fruits, vegetables, 
tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops. 

• $75 million in additional funding for the Farmers Opportunities Training and Outreach program, 
administered by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) and the Office of Partnerships 
and Public Engagement, which encourages and assists socially disadvantaged, veteran, and 
beginning farmers and ranchers in the ownership and operation of farms and ranches. 

• $100 million in additional funding for the Local Agricultural Marketing Program, administered by the 
AMS and Rural Development, which supports the development, coordination and expansion of 
direct producer-to-consumer marketing, local and regional food markets and enterprises and value-
added agricultural products.  

• $75 million in additional funding for the Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program, administered 
by the NIFA, which provides funding opportunities to conduct and evaluate projects providing 
incentives to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by low-income consumers 

• $20 million for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service to improve and maintain animal 
disease prevention and response capacity, including the National Animal Health Laboratory 
Network.  

• $20 million for the Agricultural Research Service to work collaboratively with Texas A&M on the 
critical intersection between responsive agriculture, food production, and human nutrition and 
health. 

• $28 million for NIFA to provide grants to state departments of agriculture to expand or sustain 
existing farm stress assistance programs. 

• Approximately $80 million in additional payments to domestic users of upland and extra-long staple 
cotton based on a formula set in the Consolidated  Appropriations  Act, 2021 that USDA plans to 
deliver through the Economic Adjustment Assistance for Textile Mills program.   

Part 3: Carrying Out Formula Payments under CFAP 1, CFAP 2, CFAP AA 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, enacted December 2020 requires FSA to make certain 
payments to producers according to a mandated formula. USDA is now expediting these provisions because 
there is no discretion involved in interpreting such directives, they are self-enacting. 

• An increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. Cattle producers with approved CFAP 1 
applications will automatically receive these payments beginning in April. Information on the 
additional payment rates for cattle can be found on farmers.gov/cfap. Eligible producers do not need 
to submit new applications, since payments are based on previously approved CFAP 1 applications. 
USDA estimates additional payments of more than $1.1 billion to more than 410,000 producers, 
according to the mandated formula. 

• Additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible crops identified as CFAP 2 flat-
rate or price-trigger crops beginning in April. This includes alfalfa, corn, cotton, hemp, peanuts, rice, 
sorghum, soybeans, sugar beets and wheat, among other crops.  FSA will automatically issue 
payments to eligible price trigger and flat-rate crop producers based on the eligible acres included 
on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do not need to submit a new CFAP 2 application. 
For a list of all eligible row-crops, visit farmers.gov/cfap. USDA estimates additional payments of 
more than $4.5 billion to more than 560,000 producers, according to the mandated formula. 

• USDA will finalize routine decisions and minor formula adjustments on applications and begin 
processing payments for certain applications filed as part of the CFAP Additional Assistance 
program in the following categories: 

o Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod; 
o A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a non-

Actual Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 Agriculture Risk 
Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the calculation; 
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o Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program 
Plus payments, as required by statute; and 

o Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP Additional 
Assistance remain on hold and are likely to require modifications to the regulation as part 
of the broader evaluation and future assistance; however, FSA will continue to accept 
applications from interested producers. 

Part 4: Reopening CFAP 2 Sign-Up to Improve Access & Outreach to Underserved 
Producers 

As noted above, USDA will re-open sign-up for of CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning on April 5, 2021. 

• FSA has committed at least $2.5 million to establish partnerships and direct outreach efforts 
intended to improve outreach for CFAP 2 and will cooperate with grassroots organizations with 
strong connections to socially disadvantaged communities to ensure they are informed and aware of 
the application process. 

Please stay tuned for additional information and announcements under the USDA Pandemic Assistance to 
Producers initiative, which will help to expand and more equitably distribute financial assistance to 
producers and farming operations during the COVID-19 national emergency. Please visit www.farmers.gov 
for more information on the details of today’s announcement. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-smart food and forestry practices, 
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean-energy capabilities in rural America, and committing 
to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative 
of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm 
operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. 
For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply 
for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed 
loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 
95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make 
agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm 
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers Microloans through 
the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small, beginning farmer, niche, and non-
traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operating finance needs. To 
learn more about microloans, visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 
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To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for 
direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for less than 10 
years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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