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New Online Tool Allows Farmers, Ranchers to Easily Report 
Anticompetitive Practices 
Farmers, ranchers, and other producers and growers now have a one-stop shop to 
help ensure they are treated fairly.  The new farmerfairness.gov portal developed 
jointly by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Department of Justice 
(DOJ) allows you to report potential violations of livestock and poultry antitrust laws, 
including the Packers and Stockyards Act.  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently expressed concern that producers across the country have for too long 
faced a marketplace that benefits a few large companies over the farmers and ranchers who grow and raise our 
food.   

For example, ranchers received more than 60 cents of every dollar a consumer spent on beef 50 years ago, 
compared to approximately 39 cents today. Hog farmers fared worse over the past 50 years, as their share of the 
consumer dollar fell from between 40 to 60 cents 50 years ago to approximately 19 cents today. 

In order to assure economic opportunity and fairness for all, this portal makes it easy for farmers and ranchers to 
register a complaint or tip and provide details that would aid an investigation.  

Who may submit a complaint or tip? 

Anyone who suspects a violation of Federal law governing fair and competitive marketing and contract growing of 
livestock and poultry, including the Packers and Stockyards Act.  

What information should I provide? 

Those reporting potential violations of the Packers and Stockyards Act and other competition laws via the online 
portal are asked to submit the following information: 

• The names of companies, individuals, or organizations that are involved, 
• A description of any possible violations of the Packers and Stockyards Act or other federal antitrust laws, 
• Examples of the conduct that may violate one or more of these laws, 
• Any other relevant details about the violation, and 
• The names of companies, individuals, or organizations that may be harmed by the alleged violation and 

how they are harmed.   
What is the process following submission of a complaint or tip? 

Complaints and tips will go through a preliminary review by USDA Packers and Stockyards Division staff and 
Department of Justice staff.  If a complaint raises sufficient concern under the Packers and Stockyards Act or 

https://www.usda.gov/farmerfairness?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justice.gov%2Fatr%2Fantitrust-laws-and-you-0%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C69fc7738fee94afd9b9508da4e49bc96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637908376007021962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tFH3yY%2F2QHDt6Z8pmhilvFaKEqaPdLMDw8VXFN3zQt8%3D&reserved=0


antitrust laws, it will be selected for further investigation by the appropriate agency.  This action may lead to the 
opening of a formal investigation. 

USDA or DOJ staff will only contact complainants if additional information is needed.   

Will my confidentiality be protected? 

Both USDA and DOJ will protect the confidentiality of the complainants to the fullest extent possible under the 
law.  For any information provided, DOJ and USDA will follow their respective Privacy and Confidentiality Policies 
found at: DOJ Confidentiality and USDA Privacy. Packers and Stockyards regulations regarding confidentiality 
also apply: PSD Confidentiality.  DOJ and USDA commit to supporting relevant whistleblower protections, 
including newly applicable protections for criminal antitrust complainants against unlawful retaliation. 

To submit an anonymous complaint or tip, complainants or tippers should provide appropriate details but not enter 
their names or contact information.  Neither USDA nor DOJ will be able to contact anonymous complainants or tips 
to obtain additional information that might be needed to evaluate your complaint tip, or to engage in future 
correspondence regarding your complaint or tip.  

Farmers, ranchers, and other producers and growers deserve the benefits of fair and competitive markets for their 
products and services.  This portal is an additional tool to support and protect these individuals who are vital to 
agriculture and our food supply. 

 
What’s New and Improved for Specialty Crop Producers? 
Does your operation include specialty crops? Whether you grow fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, horticulture, or nursery crops - USDA is here for you. 

Over the past year, USDA has stepped up our support of specialty crop producers and local 
and regional food systems. USDA believes specialty crop producers are integral to the food 
system of the future, and we are working to improve available options for specialty crop 
producers as well as ensure equity in program delivery. 

What’s New? 

The Risk Management Agency (RMA) rolled out a new insurance option for small-scale producers who sell locally, 
which is named Micro Farm.  This new insurance coverage option simplifies record keeping and covers post-
production costs, such as washing and value-added products. It is available now, and you can learn more from an 
Approved Insurance Provider or your RMA specialty crop liaison. 

In addition to Micro Farm, RMA rolled out other new insurance options in the past year, including:  California 
Citrus Trees, Florida Citrus, Production and Revenue History option for Florida strawberries, and 
Hurricane Insurance Protection-Wind Index (HIP-WI). These new options either fill gaps in coverage or offer 
advantages over other policies. Since 2020, producers weathered several major hurricanes.  The new HIP-WI 
played a crucial role in recovery with more than $250 million in indemnities paid so far with most payments issued 
in a matter of weeks following a hurricane.  

Interest in growing and insuring specialty crops has grown significantly with $1 billion in liabilities for 1990 to $22 
billion in liabilities for 2021. (For more details, check out reports on our Specialty Crops webpage.) 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) also offered pandemic assistance for organic producers. The new Organic and 
Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) provided assistance to help cover loss of markets, 
increased costs, labor shortages and expenses related to obtaining or renewing their organic certification. 

What’s Improved? 

In the past year, RMA made improvements to existing policies -- including Whole-Farm Revenue Protection, a 
key insurance option for specialty crop producers. Beginning in the 2021 crop year, direct market producers could 
report two or more commodities using a new combined direct marketing code. 

This reduced a tremendous burden for diversified producers and allowed them to receive a premium rate discount 
for diversification. For 2022, RMA increased coverage for organic and aquaculture producers and enabled organic 
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producers to report certified organic acreage as long as the request for certification had been made by the 
reporting date, which provides additional flexibility to producers.     

Want to Learn More? 

These new and improved options for specialty crop producers are but a few of USDA’s strides over the past year 
to build a fairer, more transparent food system rooted in local and regional production. To learn more, please 
read USDA’s January 19, 2022, news release.  

For crop insurance, visit RMA’s Specialty Crops webpage or contact your specialty crop liaison. 

Also, if there is not a standard offer for the crop you would like insured, you may still be able to get a written 
agreement for coverage. RMA Regional Offices review these requests to help provide coverage. These requests 
also provide Regional Offices the opportunity to review the possible expansion of the policy to your county. 

Lastly, you can read our Specialty Crops webpage on farmers.gov and question-and-answer with two specialty 
crop liaisons, Adrienne Steinacher and Matt Wilkin. 

 
Cover Crops Play a Starring Role in Climate Change 
Mitigation 

On your own land, you’ve probably seen evidence that climate change is happening – things 
like extreme weather events or changes in growing seasons over the years. America’s rural 
communities are on the frontlines of climate change, and now is the time for agriculture, 
forestry, and rural communities to act.  

There are various ways to help mitigate the effects of climate change on your land and 
improve your bottom line at the same time. One very effective way is by planting cover crops. 

Cover crops offer agricultural producers a natural and inexpensive climate solution through their ability to capture 
atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) into soils. But cover crops don’t just remove CO2 from the atmosphere, they 
also help make your soil healthier and your crops more resilient to a changing climate. 

Healthy soil has better water infiltration and water holding capacity and is less susceptible to erosion from wind 
and water. 

Cover crops also trap excess nitrogen – keeping it from leaching into groundwater or running off into surface water 
– releasing it later to feed growing crops. This saves you money on inputs like water and fertilizer and makes your 
crops more able to survive in harsh conditions. 

USDA’s Cover Crop Support 

During the past year, USDA has made a number of strides to encourage use of cover crops. Earlier this month, 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) formed a new partnership with Farmers For Soil Health. 
We also launched a new Cover Crop Initiative in 11 states through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), targeted $38 million to help producers mitigate climate change through adoption of cover crops. 

In fiscal 2021, NRCS provided technical and financial assistance to help producers plant 2.3 million acres of cover 
crops through EQIP. 

We’ve also recognized the importance of supporting cover crops through crop insurance. USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) recently provided $59.5 million in premium support for producers who planted cover 
crops on 12.2 million acres through the new Pandemic Cover Crop Program. Additionally, RMA recently updated 
policy to allow producers with crop insurance to hay, graze or chop cover crops at any time and still receive 100% 
of the prevented planting payment. This policy change supports use of cover crops, which can help producers 
build resilience to drought. Visit RMA’s Conservation webpage to learn more. 

Working together, we can lead the way through climate-smart solutions that will improve the profitability and 
resilience of producers and foresters, open new market opportunities, and build wealth that stays in rural 
communities.  Our support for cover crops are part of a much broader effort at USDA to address climate change. 
To learn more, read USDA’s January 18, 2022 news release.  
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Cover crops are not only good for rural communities, but also for urban areas. Late last year, the NRCS National 
Plant Materials Center planted cover crops in the urban garden in front of USDA’s Washington, D.C. 
Headquarters. See how cover crops are also great for the urban farmer or backyard gardener. 

To learn more, visit farmers.gov/conserve/soil-health, watch our Conservation at Work video on cover crops, or 
contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is 
intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought 
at any given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, 
and it plays an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers 
recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire 
country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered 
to be drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and 
Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of 
the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role in 
the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought 
impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators 
to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil 
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, 
the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary 
of the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They 
converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about 
drought impacts from media reports and private citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their expertise to 
reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the 
previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week that 
ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected 
until the next map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a window 
to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground information 
from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information that you 
contribute. 
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The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, and 
sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than what the 
latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available 
data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators 
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they receive one report or 
one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for 
impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery. 
 

 

Wyoming State Office 
951 Werner Court Ste 130 

Casper, WY 82601 

Phone: 307-261-5231 
Fax: 855-415-3427 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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