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Biden-Harris Administration Makes $500 Million Available to 
Increase Innovative American-Made Fertilizer Production 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that 
the Biden-Harris Administration is making $500 million in grants available to increase 
American-made fertilizer production to spur competition and combat price hikes on 
U.S. farmers caused by the war in Ukraine. 

The Biden-Harris Administration’s Fertilizer Production Expansion Program is part of 
a whole-of-government effort to promote competition in agricultural markets. The 
funds are being made available through the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Eligible entities are for‐profit businesses and corporations, nonprofit entities, Tribes and Tribal organizations, 
producer‐owned cooperatives and corporations, certified benefit corporations, and state or local governments. 
Private entities must be independently owned and operated to apply. 

The Department will begin accepting applications in the coming days via www.grants.gov. Notably, there will be 
two opportunities for submission. Learn more. 

 

USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary Termination 
of Conservation Reserve Program Contract  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants who 
are in the final year of their CRP contract to request voluntary termination of their CRP contract following the 
end of the primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022. Participants approved for this one-time, voluntary 
termination will not have to repay rental payments, a flexibility implemented this year to help mitigate the global 
food supply challenges caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA also 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fprograms-services%2Fenergy-programs%2Ffertilizer-production-expansion-program%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604bf1ba7b9c4c7ad09d08daac9dd889%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638012092099514512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tnN6RgVNqvCSLvFC72TVkpXRCaHIxCflL1oQW8aq7DA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604bf1ba7b9c4c7ad09d08daac9dd889%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638012092099514512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GKG9Ot5wFHxx%2FGtLNGoy0hx77f4Q7KUoqBOdzJbPWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/09/27/biden-harris-administration-makes-500-million-available-increase?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


announced additional flexibilities for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP).    

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other options, such as 
re-enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering growing organic crops. Producers 
will be asked to make the request for voluntary termination in writing through their local USDA Service Center.   

If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the primary nesting season. 
Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation activities and plant a fall-seeded crop before 
October 1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this flexibility may allow for better establishment of a winter wheat 
crop or better prepare the land for spring planting.    

Organic Considerations  

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, USDA is 
encouraging producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers plan and implement conservation 
practices, including those that work well for organic operations, such as pest management and mulching. 
Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for certification costs and other fees.   

Other CRP Options  

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous CRP signup for 2022. 
Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling sensitive acres such as buffers or 
wetlands. Expiring water quality practices such as filter strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be 
eligible to be reenrolled under the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under 
CRP. Additionally, expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer 
practices may also be re-enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.   

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition Incentives 
Program (TIP) may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after their contract expires on the 
condition that they sell or rent their land to a beginning or veteran farmer or rancher or a member of a socially 
disadvantaged group.   

NRCS Conservation Programs  

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help producers integrate 
conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help producers 
plant cover crops, manage nutrients and improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such an option. In 
many cases, a combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel.  For example, riparian areas or 
other sensitive parts of a parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the remaining land that is returned to 
farming can participate in CSP or EQIP and may be eligible to receive additional ranking points.   

Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation  

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have cover cropping 
including in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either modify their plans to plant a cover crop 
(and instead shift to a conservation crop rotation) or delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing to 
terminate the existing contract. This will allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring the 
conservation benefits through NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.   

More Information  

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS at their local 
USDA Service Center.  
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http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Biden-Harris Administration Announces Historic Investment 
in Partnerships for 70 Climate-Smart Commodities and Rural 
Projects 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that the Biden-Harris 
Administration through the U.S. Department of Agriculture is investing up to $2.8 
billion in 70 selected projects under the first pool of the Partnerships for Climate-
Smart Commodities funding opportunity, with projects from the second funding pool 
to be announced later this year. Ultimately, USDA’s anticipated investment will triple 

to more than $3 billion in pilots that will create market opportunities for American commodities produced using 
climate-smart production practices. These initial projects will expand markets for climate-smart commodities, 
leverage the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-smart commodity production and provide direct, meaningful 
benefits to production agriculture, including for small and underserved producers. Applicants submitted more 
than 450 project proposals in this first funding pool, and the strength of the projects identified led USDA to 
increase its investment in this opportunity from the initial $1 billion Vilsack announced earlier this year. 

 

USDA Invests $14.5 Million in Taxpayer Education, Program 
Outreach Efforts for Farmers and Ranchers  
FSA is investing in two outreach and education efforts for farmers and ranchers, including those who are new to 
agriculture or who have been historically underserved by programs.  

First, FSA is announcing $10 million in the new Taxpayer Education and Asset Protection Initiative. Through this 
initiative, FSA has partnered with the University of Arkansas and the National Farm Income Tax Extension 
Committee to deliver tax education resources for farmers and ranchers, which includes engagement with 
agricultural educators, and tax professionals through partnerships with community groups and minority serving 
institutions across the country.  

Second, FSA is investing $4.5 million in outreach for the Conservation Reserve Program Transition Incentives 
Program (CRP TIP), which increases access to land for new farmers and ranchers. FSA will award cooperative 
agreements to 15 to 20 partner and stakeholder organizations to conduct outreach and technical assistance and 
promote awareness and understanding among agricultural communities, particularly those who are military 
veterans, new to farming, or historically underserved.  

 

New Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, Ranchers 
A new multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is 
now available. If you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, 
beginning, or limited resource producer, you can use this booklet to learn about 
assistance and targeted opportunities available to you. This includes programs offered 
through the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk 
Management Agency. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, 
Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.  

 

Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying in some areas. 
No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides 
a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers 
recover from drought. 

http://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_campaign=underservedfarmers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604bf1ba7b9c4c7ad09d08daac9dd889%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638012092099514512%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PTpg8UgOIFxGtKvsL1wnlLHsiXyrpdAIhyKIS5nFSB4%3D&reserved=0


Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire 
country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not 
considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), 
Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of 
the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role 
in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought 
impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen 
indicators to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative 
demand, soil moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term 
drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week 
represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just 
look at data. They converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the country and draw 
information about drought impacts from media reports and private citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their 
expertise to reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the 
previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week 
that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be 
reflected until the next map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author 
a window to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground 
information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information 
that you contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, 
and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than 
what the latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at 
all available data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and 
other indicators corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they 
receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others 
know where to look for impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 
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1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery. 

 

Updates to U.S. Small Business Administration Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans  

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced a suite of updates to their 
COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) Program effective September 8, 
2021. Updates include higher available loan amounts, an increased use of funding 
flexibility, a deferral of 24 months from the loan origination, simplified affiliation 
requirements, additional options to meet program size standards and a maximum cap 

for corporate groups. 

This federal small business loan program supports small businesses’ recovery from the COVID-19 disaster’s 
economic impacts by providing accessible and borrower-friendly capital. In response to COVID-19, small 
business owners, including agricultural businesses, and nonprofit organizations in all U.S. states, Washington 
D.C., and territories can apply. Visit SBA’s COVID-19 EIDL webpage to learn more about recent updates, 
application requirements and options to apply. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, while 
providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of 
accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of 
attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.  

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 
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• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only).   

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture planting 
boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about 
these changes. 

 

Wyoming State Office 
951 Werner Ct Ste 130 

Casper, WY 82609 

Phone: 307-261-5231 
Fax: 855-415-3427 

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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