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From Brenda’s Desk 
Spring has sprung, babies are on the ground, and dirt is being turned and planted.  With 
Spring comes a new year of opportunity.  With crops being planted it is time to be thinking 
about reporting your crop for the year.   Please don’t wait to complete your report, once 
you finish planting please stop by our office and complete your reporting.  We can share 
this information with crop insurance or vice versa.  

Watch your mailbox, the National Farm Service Agency office will be sending letters to 
producers who may be eligible for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) due to crop 
losses. Check out the article below for further details on this Emergency Relief Program 
and watch for this mail. 

There is about to be a big change in Big Horn County.  After 19+ years of service 
Program Technician Connie Werbelow has decided to hang up her USDA hat and enjoy this thing called 
retirement.  She will be missed by staff and the producers of Big Horn County. 

With the announcement of Connie’s retirement, we will be hiring in the Big Horn County office.  If anyone in 
interested in applying, please check out the Job Announcement on USAJobs.com.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact this office or Julie Williams at the Wyoming State FSA office (307)261-5142. 

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with the Big Horn County Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Big Horn County: July 15, 2022, for all spring planted 
crops.                      

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Big Horn 
County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dnz%2FqKCM7k8HthpIbdPaKw64hgHakfzMnPHQtmnfeCo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5WfZ%2FABUaCjh37egU476aRqa4RmFepji2sNU5tf7Ogg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVRLNiAc6H2wLX9JBNuQGQ7zvL1ec2f4LONJ7eSpBws%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Big Horn County FSA office at (307)765-2689 Ext. 2. 
 

USDA to Provide Approximately $6 Billion to Commodity and 
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2020 and 2021 Natural 
Disasters First Wave of Payments Based on Crop Insurance Data  
First Wave of Payments Based on Crop Insurance Data  

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that commodity and specialty crop producers impacted 
by natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments totaling 
approximately $6 billion through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to 
offset crop yield and value losses.  

“For over two years, farmers and ranchers across the country have been hard hit by an ongoing pandemic 
coupled with more frequent and catastrophic natural disasters,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  “As the 
agriculture industry deals with new challenges and stressors, we at USDA look for opportunities to inject 
financial support back into the rural economy through direct payments to producers who bear the brunt of 
circumstances beyond their control. These emergency relief payments will help offset the significant crop losses 
due to major weather events in 2020 and 2021 and help ensure farming operations are viable this crop year, 
into the next growing season and beyond.”    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uE9ZbRW%2Fzc9XMDl584fLj2ZiSs3NQEA3Va7QaFtEZ%2BA%3D&reserved=0


Background   

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire 
through the first phase of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of 
the Act.   

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates that phase one ERP benefits will reach 
more than 220,000 producers who received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more 
than 4,000 producers who obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.    

ERP Eligibility – Phase One   

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, 
except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, 
derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive 
moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions.   

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss occurred was rated by 
the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:   

• D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or  
• D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity.  

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief website.  

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled application forms to 
producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This form includes eligibility requirements, 
outlines the application process and provides ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate 
application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is 
not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment.  

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the ERP phase one 
deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.    
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).    
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 

Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.    
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can 
contact their local FSA county office.   

ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVRLNiAc6H2wLX9JBNuQGQ7zvL1ec2f4LONJ7eSpBws%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n69ZeuC%2F1m%2FLUi1WBHYHD6bv9wk%2BuamBXXWt0MoMUTk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_2020_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K59y0GAPTb5%2Bf3XSinDB3%2B1rMjO5uo9hitoRMqdYIn8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_2021_drought_counties_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LLo4yZPg9hQhuskX60J5m%2FqK9lw6ks4hQCgPZbZnhMU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and unit will depend 
on the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer.   Each calculation will use an ERP factor based on 
the producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.    

• Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from 
catastrophic to at least 80% coverage.  

• NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from catastrophic to 
65% coverage.       

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and in the program 
fact sheet. 

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding and that cumulative 
payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by the Act.    

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop insurance policies.    

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated payment 
for crops having insurance coverage or NAP.    

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with 
FSA for the 2021 program year.     

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 2020 and 2021 cannot be 
separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as defined by the applicable crop 
insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all 
eligible causes of loss.   

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements  

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment based on crop, tree, 
bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where 
crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the 
Secretary.  Participants must obtain crop insurance or NAP, as may be applicable:  

• At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or  
• At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops.  

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops.  The final 
crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year.  

Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers)  

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop producers.  Making the 
initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and further 
encourage participation in these permanent programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress 
intended.    

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did not participate in 
or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one 
implementation.  When phase one payment processing is complete, the remaining funds will be used to cover 
gaps identified under phase two.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in the Notice of Funding 
Availability.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_2022_051222_final_v2.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=im8mQ9jjPnLwxM4xK%2F2SunqTsVJAhhCGHhx%2B9%2FhPC0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Femergency-relief-program%2Fpdfs%2Ferp_nofa_fsa_5-12-2022.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U4dZHPQIN63hdFD7JJeWCSYXBcvt5HXVbSYhd%2BUF5ko%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Femergency-relief-program%2Fpdfs%2Ferp_nofa_fsa_5-12-2022.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U4dZHPQIN63hdFD7JJeWCSYXBcvt5HXVbSYhd%2BUF5ko%3D&reserved=0


Additional Commodity Loss Assistance   

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded through the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and will be announced in a future rule in the 
Federal Register.     

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. 
For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance 
agent.     

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in 
all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart 
food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural 
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.    

 
Big Horn County Farm Service Agency is Hiring in Greybull 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is an exciting and rewarding place to start, build and/or continue your career. 
Be part of our team and support the well-being of American agriculture and the public. As a team member, you 
will take part in the delivery of these essential and critical programs as a Program Technician by providing 
administrative and technical support for the servicing ofFSA Agricultural programs. You will receive on-the-job 
training intended to further develop your talent, skills, and abilities to successfully administer farm programs. 

FSA’s diverse culture and benefits allow for a healthy balance between your career and home life. In addition to 
a generous salary, FSA offers a friendly and professional working environment with a diverse workforce, flexible 
hours/work schedules, and other family-friendly benefits such as: paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, 
retirement and supplemental savings plan, a wide array of health, dental, vision, and life insurance plans, 
flexible spending accounts, and long-term care insurance. 

Applications must be made at: www.usajobs.gov 
Job Announcement Number: FSACO-11501850-22-WY-HA 
Open May 19, 2022 through June 2, 2022. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 
Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with Jack Carlile 
In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), answers 
questions about farm operating loans and when producers should apply in order to secure funds for the current 
crop year. 

As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is responsible for managing the loan 
making and loan servicing activities for five counties in northeast Oklahoma.  His office provides services for 
over 650 farm loan customers. Jack was raised on a cross bred cow/calf operation that his grandparents 
started. Over the years, each generation has added to the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The 
operation also grows and bales their own hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture 
economics from Oklahoma State University help him better understand the financing needs of his producers. 

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans? 
Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility requirements. To 
apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements including: 

https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.rma.usda.gov%2FAipListing%2FInsuranceProviders%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BpAgfsHFh1uS%2FNCG8yoH0T3Gdz6k0j3wZnZuRfwKwI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.rma.usda.gov%2FAipListing%2FInsuranceProviders%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce79e9546cf3d46f421b808da39abc112%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637885707106818581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BpAgfsHFh1uS%2FNCG8yoH0T3Gdz6k0j3wZnZuRfwKwI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.usajobs.gov/


• Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien. 
• Operator of a family farm or ranch. 
• Have a satisfactory credit history. 
• Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs. 
• Not be delinquent on any federal debts. 

What can I purchase with operating loans? 
Farm Operating Loans are traditionally used for purchasing capital items such as farm machinery, equipment, 
or livestock.  Loan funds can also be used to help pay typical operating expenses for farming and ranching 
operations. For example, a rancher may use an operating loan to purchase forage for his cattle to feed them 
through the winter or a row crop producer may use an operating loan for paying for inputs like seed or fertilizer.  

What is the maximum loan amount and terms? 
The maximum loan amount for a Direct Farm Operating Loan is $400,000. Direct loans are made and serviced 
by FSA. 

Producers can also apply for Guaranteed Operating Loans that are made by your commercial lender, and 
guaranteed against loss by FSA. The maximum loan amount for a Guaranteed Farm Operating Loan is 
$1,825,000. Loan terms for operating loans range from one to seven years. 

How do I apply? 
If you’re interested in applying for a farm loan, you can pick up an application by visiting your local FSA office. 
Visit farmers.gov to find the USDA Service Center nearest you.  

When applying for a loan, you will need a business plan, which must include: 

• Your mission, vision, and goals for your farm or ranch. 
• Your current assets and liabilities. 
• Marketing Plan (what your operation will produce and where you will market and sell your products.) 
• Whether the amount of income your operation generates will be enough to pay your business and 

family living expenses. 

When should I apply for an operating loan? 
I would recommend beginning the application process a few months in advance of needing the funds to allow 
time for the request to be processed, and for any necessary security checks and searches to be 
completed.  That allows time for the funds to be available for your use when most needed.  

Where can I find more information? 
To learn more about FSA loans visit farmers.gov/loans or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.  Fact sheets and application 
packages are also available at your USDA Service Center. To learn more about other types of FSA loans or to 
find the right loan for your operation, use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/loans/farm-loan-
discovery-tool.  

 
Farmers, Homeowners Can Help Pollinators Prosper 
Why are pollinators so important? That’s easy - Food. One out of three bites of food can be attributed to these 
important creatures – such as bees, butterflies, moths, birds, beetles, bats, and a few other small mammals. 
Pollinators provide crucial assistance to fruit, vegetable and seed crops as well as other plants that produce 
fiber, medicine and fuel. For many plants, without the help of pollinators, they would be unable to reproduce. 

But as you may know, pollinators are in trouble. Many are seeing decreasing populations because of habitat 
loss, disease, parasites and pesticide use. But there’s good news. There are simple ways you can help. It can 
be as easy as selecting high-quality pollinator plants for your garden. To find the best plants for your area, visit 



the websites of NRCS partners at the Xerces Society Pollinator Conservation Program or Pollinator 
Partnership. 

If you operate a farm or ranch, NRCS can help you create habitat for pollinators. This not only benefits 
pollinators, but also provides ample perks for the farmers and ranchers, too. More pollinators can increase crop 
yields. Pollinators can be increased by planting wildflowers in and around fields and choosing the right cover 
crops. NRCS offers more than three dozen conservation practices that assist in building healthier landscapes 
for pollinators. NRCS can also help fund the implementation of these practices. 

Habitats used by pollinators attract beneficial insects (insects that eat crop pests), and they may provide habitat 
for other wildlife, reduce soil erosion, and improve water quality. As you can see, pollinators and healthy habitat 

for pollinators help keep the ecosystem healthy. In fact, if you are putting in 
conservation practices to prevent soil erosion or protect stream banks, consider 
including wildflowers, shrubs and trees that support pollinators. 

For more information, contact your Big Horn County USDA Service Center at 
307-765-2483 or visit nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators. 
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