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News From Brenda’s Desk 
I hope this finds all Big Horn County Producers having a great planting season and enjoying 
the moisture we have been receiving.  It’s time to complete your acreage reporting with the July 
15, 2022, deadline just around the corner.  Please come in as soon as you have completed 
your planting to allow plenty of time and reduce lines the final week of reporting. 

Producers who had insurance indemnity payments for losses in 2020 and 2021 should have 
received a letter in the mail with an application for the Emergency Relief Program.  If you received one of these 
letters, please return those completed forms to this office prior to July 22, 2022, to receive your benefits.   

Even with all the moisture we have received Big Horn County is still eligible for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
for 2022.  When you complete your acreage reporting please bring in your livestock inventory as of January 1, 
2022, so we can complete your LFP signup also.   This will hopefully save you a trip to the office later.  LFP helps 
cover forage losses due to the recent drought.  

Big Horn County staff is here to serve your agricultural needs and we look forward to seeing you all during crop 
reporting and any other sign ups throughout the year. 

 
USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with the Big Horn County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing 
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Big Horn County: July 15, 2022, for all spring 
crops.   Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact the Big Horn County 
FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 
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• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for 
NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins. 

For questions, please contact the Big Horn County FSA office at (307)765-2689 Ext 2. 
 

Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for Eligible 
Farmers 
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by 
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters 
experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the 
continued impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from 
more frequent, more intense natural disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into 
law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes 
$10 billion in critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been included in 
USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that could be rolled out 
in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster timeline; at 
the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing data on file with 
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USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in previously 
implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 
The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program year in 
which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to 
receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 minutes) for 
producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus application which 
took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you have NAP coverage, 
you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP Phase 2 will be forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 
ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years 
2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for 
crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 
Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs(if 

applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation certification 

(Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) 
for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. However, if 
you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 
The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, socially 
disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 
All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP 
coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the 
Secretary. 
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Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. The final crop 
year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 
2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 
Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have direct 
deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. At 
this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We learned 
from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 

 
Sign Up to be Counted in the 2022 Census of Agriculture by 
June 30 Your voice. Your future. Your opportunity. 
Sign up and be counted in the 2022 Ag Census! Agriculture producers who did not receive the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture and do not receive other USDA surveys or censuses have until June 30 to sign up to receive the 2022 
Census of Agriculture at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. This once-every-five-years data collection begins this 
November. 

The Ag Census includes every American operation – large or small, urban or rural – from which $1,000 or more of 
agricultural products are produced and sold, or would normally be produced and sold, in the ag census year. This 
can include hobby farms with livestock, such as chickens or horses, or crops growing in the backyard or on a 
rooftop. The data inform policy and program decisions that directly impact producers, their operations, industries, 
and communities. A complete count, with every producer getting and taking the opportunity to be represented in 
these data, is vital. 

On the NASS Ag Census webpage, producers can also access frequently asked questions, explore past and 
current Ag Census data, access tools to help spread the word about the upcoming Ag Census, learn about Ag 
Census special studies, and more. 

  

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and 
assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 
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There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers 
a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50 percent 
of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being purchased, 
provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint 
financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance nonfarm 
enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also 
required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 
years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation 
in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your Washakie/Hot Springs County USDA Service Center at 307-
347-2456 x 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
NRCS is Now Accepting Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) Big Game Conservation Applications EQIP 
Big Game Conservation Applications must be received by 
Wednesday June 22, 2022 
NRCS is Now Accepting Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Big Game 
Conservation Applications EQIP Big Game Conservation Applications must be received by 
Wednesday June 22, 2022 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Wyoming is currently accepting 
applications for EQIP Big Game Conservation. EQIP is a voluntary Farm Bill program which provides financial 
assistance to address priority resource concerns. This sign up is to address resource concerns related to 
conserving wildlife and migration corridors and to keep working lands working.   

Producers interested in implementing conservation practices to conserve, restore, and enhance wildlife 
habitat important for migratory big game populations on their private lands have until Wednesday June 22, 
2022, to submit applications. 

The EQIP Big Game Conservation sign-up provides benefits for Wyoming producers through incentivizing 
conservation practices such as Wildlife Friendly Fencing, Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Brush 
Management, Fence Removal, Pest Management, Wet Meadow Restoration, Prescribed Grazing, Herbaceous 
Weed Treatment, and Brush or Aspen treatments. Supporting practices are not listed but may be included as 
needed to support terrestrial wildlife habitat projects. 

This opportunity is available to all Producers who own or manage private agricultural land within the State 
of Wyoming. 

High Priority Areas Include:  

1. Private Land located within State Designated Migration Corridors 

• Migration Corridors as designated by WY Game and Fish Department. 

•  Private Land located in Fremont, Hot Springs, Lincoln, Park, Sublette, and Teton County  

• These counties were targeted in the Grassland CRP program to enhance wildlife habitat in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem and are part of a pilot that allows producers to stack CRP and EQIP contracts, 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Fmicroloans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C025a60b187804779e5cf08da4d7a29a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637907484326212982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KF%2BPO2%2BV2yxSm9m0w1wJNHcIXuSuTKd03kEVqXthbEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C025a60b187804779e5cf08da4d7a29a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637907484326212982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WGs%2FtcexeqNxpXNM5rmMxPgNm28WUln4u9%2F1fugECLQ%3D&reserved=0


provided the producer will not receive cost-share payments for the same practice from both agencies, on 
the same land. 

Producers must have farm records current with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and submit a complete 
program application to NRCS to be considered for financial assistance through EQIP. If producers do not 
currently have up-to-date farm records with FSA they have until Friday, June 24, 2022, to establish such records 
with their local FSA office. Applications are accepted at all Wyoming NRCS offices located in USDA Service 
Centers across the state. To find out more information about EQIP please visit the Wyoming EQIP webpage. Or 
contact your local NRCS field office in Lovell or Greybull for an application or questions. 

When visiting with NRCS staff about the EQIP Big Game Conservation sign-up, landowners are encouraged to 
inquire about NRCS’ comprehensive conservation plans. The Agency continually strives to put conservation 
planning at the forefront of its programs and initiatives. Conservation plans provide landowners with a 
comprehensive inventory and assessment of their land, as well as suggestions for improving the quality of soil, 
water, air, plants, and animals on their land. 
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