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From Brenda’s Desk 
Happy Thanksgiving to Big Horn County.  

It’s election time for the Big Horn County 
Committee.  This year LAA-2 will be holding the 
election, Michael Rasmussen is currently serving 
this area but has met his term limits.  If you are 
in this LAA you should have received your 
ballots in the mail.  Please take the time to 
complete those and return them to our office by the election date of December 
5, 2022.   

 We are now in our new fiscal year, and we are now accepting the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) signups.  As soon as you 
know what you will be farming in 2023 stop by our office and compete your 
signup and 2023 eligibility paperwork. Signup deadline is March 15, 2023.  

This office has been busy finishing the 2022 Livestock Forage Program 
signup.  Postcards were mailed to anyone who completed a 2021 application 
but have not yet completed 2022.   If you have not completed this you have until 
the January 30, 2023, deadline.  Along with the LFP if you are wanting to cover 
losses for your biennial and perennial forage crops and honey the deadline for 
the Non-Insurable Assistance Program (NAP) is December 1, 2022.  

I would like to introduce Ashley Anglen who has been hired as a CEDT (County 
Executive Director Trainee) for Wyoming.  She will be with our office for the 
next 12 months for her training.  Stop by our office and welcome her to the 
area.  

The Big Horn County USDA Service Center would like to wish each and every 
one of you a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving, and safe corn harvest season. 

Important Dates to Remember: 

November 24 – Office Closed for Thanksgivings 
December 1 – NAP Fall Crop Application Deadline 
December 5 – COC Election Day 
December 26 – Office Closed for Christmas 
January 2 – Office Closed for New Years  
January 30 – LFP, LIP and ELAP Deadline 
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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  
The 2022 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 7, 2022, when 
ballots were mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to 
be postmarked, is Dec. 5, 2022. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and 
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected 
to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge 
and judgment to make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation 
programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and 
eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person 
who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may 
also be eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their 
farming or ranching operation(s) but may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. 

Eligible voters in local administrative area #2, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local 
USDA Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2023. 

The candidates in this year’s election are: 

Justine Paxton is nominated in LAA 2, Big Horn County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-year term. 
Justine and her husband operate a farm near Mandereson along with their four children. They have 
produced barley, beets, corn and alfalfa for the last 15 years.  She is the secretary for the Big Horn Canal 
and Nowood Watershed improvement District.    

More information on county committees, such as the new 2022 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA website 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center. 

 
Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage 
Risks 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting 
that was prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include 
agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop 
in the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a qualifying natural 
disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, 
at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can 
show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. 
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NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, 
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP 
applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of 
NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact the Big Horn County USDA Service 
Center at (307)765-2689 Ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year Elections, Enroll in 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage 
Programs  
Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key safety net programs offered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began Monday, and producers have until March 15, 2023, to 
enroll in these two programs. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing 
payments totaling more than $255 million to producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments 
through ARC or PLC.   

2023 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop 
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2023 
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year 
contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2023, they must sign a new contract.     

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election remains the same as 
their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a 
share interest in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, corn, grain sorghum, oat, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.     

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision tools 
to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective 
farming operations. Tools include:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of Illinois allows 
producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.   

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows producers to obtain 
basic information regarding the decision and factors that should be taken into consideration such as 
future commodity prices and historic yields to estimate payments for 2022.    
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2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and 
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed payments to producers enrolled 
in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online database, for 
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For PLC, payments have triggered for 
rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information pertaining to 2021 
payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop and farm to determine benchmark 
yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.   

By the Numbers   

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base 
acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be 
paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.  

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, 
these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to producers of covered commodities.   

Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop insurance and 
marketing assistance loans.    

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option 
(SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election 
are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  Producers may add 
ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact the Big Horn County FSA 
at (307)765-2389 Ext. 2, or your local USDA Service Center.   

 
Progression Lending from FSA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from a commercial 
lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you graduate to commercial 
credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will advise 
borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to commercial credit. FSA 
borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory 
role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 
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For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Washakie/Hot Springs County USDA Service 
Center at [307-347-2456] or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
NRCS Announces Conservation Funding Opportunities for 
2023  
USDA has several fiscal year 2023 assistance opportunities for agricultural producers 
and private landowners for key programs, such as the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) and Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) program. 

Through conservation programs, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides 
technical and financial assistance to help producers and landowners make conservation improvements on 
their land that benefit natural resources, build resiliency and contribute to the nation’s broader effort to 
combat the impacts of climate change. 

Applying for Assistance  

NRCS accepts applications for its conservation programs year-round. State Technical Committees, 
composed of representatives from conservation and agricultural-related organizations, work with NRCS to 
set state-specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications for funding. These dates account for producer 
needs, staff workload and ensure potential participants have ample opportunity to apply. Producers should 
apply by their state’s ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle. 

Funding is provided through a competitive process. Check with your local NRCS office for all the programs 
that are available. Applications received after ranking date of November 23rd will be automatically deferred 
to the next funding period. 

Program Options  

EQIP provides cost share assistance for producers to use 170-plus conservation practices to address a wide 
variety of resource concerns. Within EQIP, Conservation Incentive Contracts allow producers to further 
target priority resource concerns. CSP helps producers take their conservation activities to the next level 
through comprehensive conservation and advanced conservation activities. ACEP helps producers enroll 
wetlands, grasslands and farmlands into easements for long-term protection. Additionally, through RCPP, 
producers and landowners can work with partners who are co-investing with NRCS on targeted projects. 

Historically Underserved Producer Benefits 

Special provisions are also available for historically underserved producers. For EQIP, historically 
underserved producers are eligible for advance payments to help offset costs related to purchasing materials 
or contracting services up front. In addition, historically underserved producers can receive higher EQIP 
payment rates (up to 90% of average cost). NRCS sets aside EQIP, CSP and ACEP funds for historically 
underserved producers. 

Conservation Practices and Climate 

NRCS conservation programs play a critical role in USDA’s commitment to partnering with farmers, 
ranchers, forest landowners and local communities to deliver climate solutions that strengthen agricultural 
operations and rural America. States may prioritize a variety of voluntary conservation practices through 
these NRCS programs, including those that support climate-smart agriculture and forestry (CSAF). 

In fiscal year 2023, EQIP and CSP will provide targeted funding for CSAF practices, and Conservation 
Incentive Contracts – a new EQIP program – will be available nationwide with an emphasis on CSAF 
practices. Building on these efforts, NRCS will also prioritize climate investments through ACEP, RCPP and 
Conservation Innovation Grants. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Frcpp%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1242732%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3f323a2447324ddf8cf108dac9820d75%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638043857656741416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IIda5JFKz%2FK7htgAlfX2iUggJmNm0uy2Lgnoctampj0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Frcpp%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1242732%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3f323a2447324ddf8cf108dac9820d75%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638043857656741416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IIda5JFKz%2FK7htgAlfX2iUggJmNm0uy2Lgnoctampj0%3D&reserved=0
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Producers, landowners and forest managers interested in applying for assistance should contact the NRCS 
at the Greybull Service center or the Lovell Field Office. 
 

 

 
USDA Service Center 

Big Horn County USDA Service Center 
408 Greybull Ave 

Greybull WY 82426 

Phone: (307)765-2689 
Fax: (855)415-3432 

  

Farm Service Agency 

Brenda J Miller 
County Executive Director 

307-765-2689 Ext 2. 

brenda.miller@usda.gov 

  

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Laura Galloway 
District Conservationist 

307-765-2483 Ext 3 

laura.galloway@usda.gov 

  

Mikayla Zimmerman 
Program Technician 

mikayla.zimmerman@usda.gov 

Ashley Anglen 
County Executive Director Trainee 

ashley.anglen@usda.gov 

Curtis Johnson 
Rangeland Management Specialist 

curtis.johnson2@usda.gov 

Hannah Stinson 
Rangeland Management Specialist 

hannah.stinson@usda.gov 

  

County Committee: 

Michael Rasmussen-Chairman 
Spencer Ellis-Vice Chairman 
Martin Mercer-Member 

South Big Horn Conservation District 

Ashley Coenen 
District Manager 
307-765-2483 Ext 4 

sbhcd1@gmail.com 
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