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From Brenda’s Desk 
The county office has completed it’s County Committee election with Justine Paxton 
being elected to serve Local Administrative Area #2 which covers all ground west of 
the Big Horn River south of Sheep Mountain and including all ground south of 
Manderson to the County Line.  Justine will take office January 1, 2023 and will serve 
a three year term.  Welcome aboard Justine we look forward to working with you.  

With the end of the calendar year also come the signup deadline for many of our 
programs.  A list of the deadlines include: 

• January 30, 2023: Deadline to request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses. ELAP 
includes water hauling, feed transportation, and livestock transportation costs. 

• January 30, 2023: Deadline to request LFP drought grazing loss assistance for 2022 calendar year 
losses. 

• March 15, 2023: Deadline for 2023 ARC or PLC Election/Enrollment 
• ELAP notices of loss must be filed within 30 days of when loss is apparent for any losses mentioned 

above. ELAP notices of loss must be filed within 15 days of when loss is apparent for honeybees. 
• LIP notice of loss for livestock death losses must be filed within 30 days of when the loss is apparent. 

Remember if you make any changes to your operation, new leases, dropped leases, added a pivot, or added 
people to your operation please let the county office know.  The sooner we know and can make the updates 
to our records the easier and smoother future signup can be completed.  This also includes if you have made 
changes in your address or banking information.  Keeping us informed helps you in the long run. 

We at the Big Horn County Service Center wish all of you a Very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year.   

Important Dates: 

December 27, 2022- Office Closed for Christmas 
January 2, 2023- Office Closed for New Years 
January 11, 2023 – County Committee Meeting 
January 30, 2023 – LFP and ELAP deadline 
March 15, 2023 – ACR/PLC election and enrollment Deadline 

 
Big Horn County Farm Service Agency Announces County 
Committee Election Results 
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Big Horn County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that County 
Committee elections are over, and the ballots have been counted. 

Justine Paxton of Manderson was elected to represent local administrative area (LAA) 2. 

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver 
programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county 
committee members will take office in January 2023 and will be joining the existing committee. Every FSA 
office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters 
who are elected by local producers. 

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has three to 11 
elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for 
election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by 
applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support 
programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility. 

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the culture of a 
local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their 
counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and reviews as 
requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, 
make recommendations to the state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and 
inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform 
underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities. 

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Big Horn County FSA 
office at (307)765-2689 Ext. 2. 

 
USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss Assistance 
for Agricultural Producers   
 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). USDA is preparing to roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two as well as the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which 
are two programs to help offset crop and revenue losses for producers.  USDA is 
sharing early information to help producers gather documents and train front-line 
staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, measured through 
decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze 
(including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021.     

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in 
calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps 
in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than 
overall revenue losses.      

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, 
which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, 
winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021.     
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Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid more than $7.1 
billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by federal crop insurance or Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.    

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received program benefits 
in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue 
as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses 
of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in the 
United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. Like other 
emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look 
for ways to simplify the process for both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The 
design of ERP Phase Two is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain farm revenue 
between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for the producer and the disaster 
year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying 
natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the 
rule is published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, to 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going forward, if any additional 
ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 
30-day deadline from the date of notification for that particular application.         

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least 
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 
calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be available 
when the forthcoming rule is published.    

How Producers Can Prepare    

ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA 
encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready, 
as explained further below. Producers will need similar documentation to what was needed for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the 
benchmark year relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through ERP 
Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin gathering supporting 
documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 

for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    
Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP 
program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
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• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their local 
USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.  

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early 
The Farm Loan team in Washakie/Hot Springs County is already working on operating 
loans for spring 2023 and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they 
can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are 
best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help 
large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well 
expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and 
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations, 
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs 
associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a 
priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to 
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, 
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are 
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures 
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   

 
USDA Reminds Historically Underserved Producers of 
Advance Payment Option 
If you’re a historically underserved producer and participating in the USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), you can receive an advance conservation practice 
payment before you implement a practice. 

A historically underserved producer is described as one of the below: 

• Beginning Farmer or Rancher – is new to farming or ranching, or, has operated a farm or ranch for 
less than 10-consecutive years. 
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• Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher – is a member of a group whose members have been 
subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of that group without 
regard to their individual qualities. 

• Veteran Farmer or Rancher – has served in the armed forces and has not operated a farm or ranch, 
has operated a farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive years, or first obtained veteran status 
during the last 10 years. 

• Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher – has a household income at or below the national poverty 
level. Eligibility can be determined by using this online tool.  

Under the advance payment option, such producers may request payments when they have final designs and 
job sheets and are ready to begin their EQIP practices. Advance payments provide at least 50 percent of the 
payment rate for each practice. The funds must be spent within 90 days of receipt and practices must be 
completed as agreed to in an EQIP plan of operations. Producers also may opt to have NRCS pay the 
contractors or vendors directly. 

For more information, visit the advance payments webpage where you can download the EQIP Advance 
Payment Fact Sheet 
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