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Off Sheryl's Desk 
Spring is upon us!  That brings spring storms during calving and lambing 
season.  Please remember the importance of good record keeping.  Records are 
critical in the event that a disaster strikes, and you need to apply for assistance 
through the Livestock Indemnity Program.  Please note that records for disaster 
events include the date(s) of the event(s), type of event(s), temperatures, wind 
speeds, and what losses you incurred.  Remember to contact the FSA Office 
within 30 days of knowing that you have losses due to an eligible weather event for participation in the 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).  There is an article further in this bulletin on the LIP program. 

I am in the process of finalizing all of the 2021 drought program payments and have started working on 
processing Non-Insurable Assistance Program (NAP) payments for haying and grazing losses.  I am also 
working on finalizing all Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) and Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP) applications. 

With shearing season soon upon us, wool and mohair producers are reminded to stop by our office to apply 
for your loan deficiency payments (LDP).  Currently the LDP rate for wool is $.40 per pound and needs to be 
applied for before you lose beneficial interest in your wool.  If you are delivering your wool to Center of the 
Nation you can either bring us a copy of your weight receipt or have them email it to us.    

We do have sign up starting April 4, 2022, for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP-
Grasslands).  This signup will run until May 13, 2022, and the payment per acre for Carbon and Albany 
Counties are set at $13.00.  I have included an additional article in this bulletin further explaining the 
program.  If you have grassland that you would like to consider signing up for stop by our office for further 
information on this program. 

Best wishes for a successful calving and lambing season.  As always, I am here to serve your program 
needs. 

Sheryl 
 

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll Grasslands into 
Special Conservation Reserve Program Signup  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to 
enroll in the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting April 4, 2022 
through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a unique opportunity for farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production and 
supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The 
program had its highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s broader effort to equip producers with the tools they need to help address climate change 
and invest in the long-term health of our natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands 
while allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent 
cover provides several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, 
and capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate 
varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 
15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving 
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created two National Priority Zones in 
2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s 
signup, FSA is expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven 
additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration 
corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.   

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points and $5 per acre 
if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the 
ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically underserved, 
including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their 
offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. 
CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to 
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental 
objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.  

More Information on CRP    

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to 
learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  Additionally, fact sheets and other 
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.     

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how much it has evolved from the 
original program that was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled 
land out of production. The program has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety 
of conservation and wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.     
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Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock 
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and 
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or 
protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications 
that livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable 
through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 2% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 4.3%. These established percentages 
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2023. 

For more information, contact the Carbon/Albany County USDA Service Center at 307-326-5657 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov 

 
Wool Triggers Loan Deficiency Payment in Carbon and 
Albany Counties  
Click to edit this placeholder text. 

If you have wool in Carbon or Albany County, you may be eligible for loan deficiency 
payments (LDPs) from the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

LDPs and marketing assistance loans (MALs) are marketing tools that are available 
during shearing. 

MALs help producers meet cash flow needs without selling commodities when market 
prices are at harvest-time lows. Producers who are eligible for marketing loans, but 
choose to forgo the loan, are eligible for LDPs if the posted county price falls below the county loan rate. 

Producers can purchase a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. 
Daily LDP rates are available online at fsa.usda.gov. 

Rules related to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant no longer apply to 
LDPs. 

For more information, contact your Carbon/Albany County USDA Service Center at (307)326-5657 Ext 2 or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport 

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
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Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

 
Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. Many farmers and 
ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 2021 due to drought. Those in other 
areas of the country were spared from the worst of the drought this time but may not be as lucky in future 
years. So, as you’re planning for 2022 production, you may want to consider some conservation practices 
that can help make your land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your bottom line. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to 
drought, through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage 
grazing lands. 

Irrigation Efficiency 

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water 
on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy, 
chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded 
conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or 
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water 
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it’s 
needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors. 

Soil Health 

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue 
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier 
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to 
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity 

https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and 
evaporation. 

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per 
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per 
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation 
more profitable. 

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock 

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock 
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of 
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or 
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a 
more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more 
drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, 
NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having 
available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions. 

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. 
For more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future 
years, go to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 

 

Carbon/Albany County Service Center 

  
USDA Service Center 

101 Cypress Ave 
PO Box 607 

Saratoga, WY  82331 

Phone: 307-326-5657 
Fax: 855-415-3441 

Farm Service Agency 

Sheryl Hunter, County Exec. Director 

sheryl.hunter@usda.gov 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Mark Shirley, District Conservationist- Carbon County 
mark.shirley@usda.gov 

 Farm Loan Department 

 Heidi Platt, 307-322-4050 
 heidi.platt@usda.gov 

Kaitlin Hasler, District Conservationist- Albany 
County  307-745-3698 
kaitlin.hasler@usda.gov 
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